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THE 

VuHiJber to the Keader. 

TH £ highefi Angets arc mod humhU 
CrM/iirrj; the Church of God is full of 
t\mt Services^ but knoweth next to 
nothing of their Mnnr J. Their Worksr 
praife their Lord and ours, but dot Themfelves* 
And if the Evangelical Author of this Book 
could have bad his IV70^ the Churches of 
Chrtft fliould not have had his tfrnie. He would 
have kept bimfelf together a BemfaSor^ and a 
{onoiflranger unto then)* 

Againd his will it cairie to beknown^ that he 
Book of the FulfiBing of the Scriptures was his* 
And by the Divine Providence it was made ne* 
ceflary that his latter iVvrks ihould bear his 
Name« Obfiuritj was his Amhitioni tho' his 
Gifts and Graces prove too big and too bright 
to be covered And) in (hort, it hath pleated 
theSupream Ruler (and Fountain ofHonmr) to 
honour him whether he would or no. 

TheBook firft named, is followed with the 
Ei^logies of greatefi Divines i and is a Manna 
fweet to the T^ft oi^W ferioiu Chriflians* H\^ 

^ A V Spifi^^ 

<^^ JUN 2s m\ ^taOi3i.coogie 



'^ T The bftftle to the Reader. 

Eftfhhfy Dtfttmrfty dedicated to X\i€~Vli<feni 
Majefty, hath^jcen ri!oftg«ciouflyz7cn;prri/by 
Her J and highly valued by thofe that I muft 
think of the beft of her Sub;eas. Being, as.is 
his Difcourfe of Earthquakes^ 3 Trealkire of 
things (?/«/ and N^M> jiW/c^^w "is 'golden 5^/fw^/r. 
Arguments, feveral, not fo much as touched 
by any Peniwithin her Dominions, or beyond 
them, fave Mr. Fkmmingi. 

.Neverthefefe it is of this fcis Treafifr, tHat I 
would fay,; with ifubmifliOH td better Judg- 
ments, There M mne like tt^ Herfefti it is, that I 
^liok hebatby?»g/^/ar/y hooonr^ his G<>d, Wnd 
1 beUeve hi&-K3od wifl vcay fingnhrty honour 
liim. For^ is.«iy Difeafe wore Mortal^ rftorc 
£pidemical\^'i^n Popifh Implicit Fai^ \ And 
is there any to be named, agaidft Wlrich^t »e 
fodeflitute ci^Medici$ies} Is there eitaflt in 
Englijh^ or Bipy ^'^ri^^ij/r Language, «ny one 
Rationale of Chriftianity, in Method fiiited to 
them who do moft need it? Hath any one 
Writer^ befide our Juihmr^ list himfelf to tfeach 
Minors the prirnary Evidences, and reiifbnaUe 
J)tmon{it2X\cms oiChriftian Faith f IwiHcoa 
him my be^l thanks who fliatl n&flic 'fee^ fo 
much as one* 

How fcmd2iT\A how geherous a Medicine 
this Treatife is, let the W8e)tid|e. I declare it 
(to be tlwon^ one, that oaVao flight Enquiry, I 

have 
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The Epifile to the Reader. 

have hcvd of! Being fo,l no fooner re?d it,bm: 
I blcfled //,and its unknowa Author. Privately 
and publickly I praiftd it, and finding it not to 
be had in our $hops^ nor but from Holland^ (if 
from thence) to be gotten, I prefently refolved 
to Keprint it. Sqon after, hearing voho was the 
A^thpr, and where he was, 1 fent him notice of 
that ipy fixed Refolution, whether he confentcd 
to it or no. For thus I argued ; that if he were 
of the h^ayerdy jprit httzx\i\x\% in his Book, he 
could not ^ji/^f^y it J and if he ^ert of another 
fpirit Sor the Churches fervice, it would be i^- 
noc£Hl and praife-worthy to crofs it. But blefled 
be God, and blefle^l be he from his Lord and 
inine, he readily /^rg^x'^ me this wrong, and 
cheerfully J proceeded. 

No Lion found I in my ways but a firry 
Worm I counted the Exclamations of fome nice 
Folk, againftthc Phrafe and 5/;y/e.of this con^- 
feflcdly excellent Wprk. Dutifully I compaflio- 
oated i^weak ; and no lefs the many/c;f, of 
curiofity. Who have fuch Ulcers in their Palats^ 
that they cannot, withput cruel pain^ fwallow 
the moft defirabjc Dainties, unlcfs they may 
take them in Oil and Sugar. Cannot prevail 
with theqnifelves lo read Periods that require 
an attentive mind^ and the leaft firain of their 
Underftanding. Wherefore I ufed my Spunge, 
and took out as many expreffions of my Aur 
A 5 thorns 
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The Efiftletc the Reader. 

tbors Native Language^ as I thought would 
difturb an En^lifh Reader. Subftituting fuch 
as appeared lufficiently intelligible. Which 
being done, the Book feller was wife enptigh tp 
fct the Prefs going, 

I fignified my purpofc to Catechife Youth 
publickly in the Pofitions and Chara^ers of 
this Book, one Lords day ; as in WC \AJfemhlys 
Catechijntyon the other, by courfe. Which pra- 
ctice other Minifiers, (oon told me, that they 
would take up^ As, I truft, many more will do ; 
forafrauch, as none can be unfenfiblc what 
multitudes of men Aogo to Grafs^ tn this fide 
the Alps^ as Well as on the other; and what a 
fantaftick faith commoa Protefiantsdo reft in^^ 
as well as Romanifts. Making (how of a Faitb^ 
(asthe^oonofaLfght,) whereof not any is in 
'Brit, is painted; tbemlelves rooted* Sadly it is 
Tuiny is aNadoo. f^en of all, how too too properly 
we are ftill nam^ Brittains ; the Faith of 
moft being fuch a Taint^ as canncy: but meU 
and vaniftf in any Trial that isjferj\ 

Memorable are the words of the Xxarncd 
unhappy Spalato ; to this efFed as I remenibcr. 
To fay that I do not my f elf know why I do li- 
//eve a Religious Article^ hut yet I dolelievt 
ify lecaule the Church in which I am doth be- 
lieve it ; // H the f elf fame as to fay ^ I do n<^t 
my jelf4t2(n one of my Eyes^hutyet JIf dcfeethe 

fhing^ 
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The Epijilc to the Reader, 
thing fpoken lyf^ hecaufe the Cempany in wkicb I 
am doth fee if. The good Lord kflen among 
us the number of Men fo Abfurd, ^ 
and fo plainly void of Faith ! He ^'^' 
hath already mftde the l^eaves of this Book 
(o healing unto fome, that in great hopes I 
connnend them unto ail. Aad efpccially to 
the Societies ofToung Meti^ that hold weekly 
ftated Meetings fpr Edifying Conference. In 
which, as I tell thofe of my O'a n Charge, 
they fl-all not find more Eligiile Arguments 
than^is Book (lores them with. Happy 
they, if, in the bed fonfe, thry do make 
them tlieiroWni Lord encreaff holy Faitp^ 
and qnench fiery PaHion ; fo pr^yeth 

■SSSXSJX VomdBurgefs. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Ulfderfianding the Forreign Churches 
* want of thii Work^ as well as our 
own, / purpofe ere lont^ to tranjlate , 
and fend it forth in the Latin Tongue. Vnlefs 
fome goo4 hand^ of more kifure^ do prevent me. 
A 4 THE 
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JVID(3MEISIT 

.. ' OF SOME 

■. ■ " <"•■ ■ '■ 1.. - 

London Minifters! : 

CONCEkNING xklS . 

TREATISE, 

iHings of unqueftionable Excelleoce, 
in themfelves, and of gr^tcft Jm* 
portance unto our welfare, have 
not always the Deepeft and moft 
Conftant Thoughts beftown upon them. Wit- 
nefs the Satisfa<5tipn of our Minds about the 
Matter^ and abiput the Foundations of o^r Ho- 
ly Chriftian Faith. ' 

It feenis too little <;Wervcd, but it.cflii 
never be fufficiently Lamented, wfa^AAve dgr 
obferve of Proteftants neglefl: of the Mat- 
ter of their Fjiitb. And yet our fiwJ Expert* 
ence certifies us, that they are incomptrably 
* ^ . more 
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mpffi.:bc^ef$ pf acqutintingtliemfejvwwith 

that dtdtpflnppt^ntlj^ i^'np^ is to be 

aCbrifti^n^ tor every Ttngle man thkt can ren- 
der a fi^^o^fei^ ^Ml)y Iie^ oiight w be fo. 

Sterna^ do -make men Jock to their An- 
chors i\ jijnci we do t^t .know, but a^^eful 
Judgmer\t&{ are h^iWifl^ ,pn us, /being Re-, 
niote ode^^^ D0t^wa|:j;p v»s, ) to beat us out 
of our inconsiderately r^lK>fen Re tuges. . Our 
Precarious ;4qd Unexamined Confidences, 
vybich in>ery Propriety , are but Fancy, and 
not Faith built wpon aqy folid .Qr<:>unds. 
'\HQWever^ jii^e muU alt^ needs Die; and it is 
more than, probable, ,^uat.ai near Pr<?fpe(3: of 
the Future dtate, may convincingly ihov^^ the 
moft obftinateu rfiatthe King ot Terrours is 
not to be aDBqueredy and no Miracles are to 
be wrought., by an^Iipplicit Faith. ^^^^^ ^^ 
Or by a way of Ueligidn, that is ^ta mm q^ 
taken up and walked in, meerly '*«^««» '^. ft^ 
for Company. qa it^. scn. 

Wherefore we give our great Thanks to the 
Author of every good Gift ; who hath drawa 
this bis richly furnifhcd Scribe, to fupply us! 
with fo very needful a Trcatife as is here offe- 
red. Some of us do Profefs that in reading it^ 
we were furprized with Joy and with Wonder; 
that a Tc^ick fo little Written^ Difcourfe^ 

/or 
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6r Thought ot, IhouW be treated on \^iih fuch 
depth ofjudgment, and with Ibch Experience 
as is rarely found in the mb(| laudable Wd* 
tcrs. 

Thro' the Divine Blelfing whidi wc implore, 
we hope that we, and our' Brethren i^urough- 
out thele'Nations, (hall find good fucbeftof 
our Peoples ufeof this inoft inurudHve Work. 
For which, with the excellent Author, ( who 
did but Content to this Edition of it ; ) we are 
indebted unto the Reverend and t^orthy Pub- 
lifter, by whoTe means we receive it. Wc 
joyn with both of them» in Prayer to the mo(t 
High, that this Rich Seed of the Sower may 
be made Bread of life to tbci Eat^: 

William Bates. Mathew SflvefteK 

Matbew Mead. Daniel UTtlliamst 

Thomas Cole, John Showfrs 
John Howe. 
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Tfie Adthor^ 

PREFACE. 

THisJimtB TrMifi^ bert offend, it on thi 
fSttmp Suhjtai that can faU under tk$ 
Confid$r0tion of Mankind j and ts s 
Stfidjf which wai novet mart f^fjfmglf 
' c^d foTy than in tbefe daifh f^ ^^ 
hng Ttaec with God^ and raining jncb an jijjn- 
tmct of bis Truth, m mayfuUj ^met andfupport tb^ 
Soul, though al ftnftU FrePsfiould h broien, and 
fail. Great cbatms do fumj baftm on this Genera^ 
tkntf and the Lile of Faicb lir in another manner 
likf to be put to Trjal^ than fince the Churches Rife 
ml Recovery from AQCicbriftmn Bondage^ The 
0orm now wfibfygrews upon the Churches of Cbri/^ 
though nothing ought to faint or Shake the Spirits 
of any, who know their Anchor is fure and cafi with- 
in the Vail i hutthe prongtfi Difjicuhiet, in following 
the Lordy {when overcome f) yeildtbe great efi ViSo^ 
rjj andwiU be not only matter of Joy btre^ but to aO 
Eternity y in having with Patievce and Hope injured^ 
and got well through a Throng if Temptations and 
^ffaufts in a refolute adherence to the Tri$th. Jf 
men think it their Wifdom to Jecure their Friftntto 
Intetefij by hiding it in fucb a time from the Vub^ 
lick Cau/e of tho Reformed Chttrch J and mal^e JJi^bt 
of the PreateP Truths of God now affaulted^ of the 
Blood ^ the Martyrs^ yea of their own Eternal State^ 
H itnj ccoinefs or fhrinking from tbe/kmei tb^y wtk 
I ' ' find 
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The Preface; 

fni m Temporal Motiws^ /^m |yr compmfate that 
lofs and fuint which inevttailj mi meet fnch ivybe 
Iffue. Tea that theft Wi^'ds of ^^itfiiX u> Eftbcr, 
(Efih.4. Ig, Ji4JI Ha i^itk [ami Voice, J^ditSh^ 
$n thk ifi)^ What u.hU hrth^in the J^oUo-^g 
^orkf I may v>ttb.humhlt Confidence fay, was tm^, 
Jer fome pr^re tQ hav^fu^h clear l^vHenof an^ 
J^ieting Verjuajion ef tXwm Truth^ as maJk.it lefi 
ea(ie to have my ovm Sfirtt fa^^pi herein^ tkfn fof 
fbly it maj he io others 5 far ffit were ^ot from that 
blefled ^ffaran^e of the Lords be^g Go^, of the Re* 
Vmtion of Chrifi^ and oftheQkry to pomt^ Jflwild 
not knov^ what could be fonffort^ig, mr m^kp T$tm 
nal Being depreable. Some ^ngul^ Ingagements / 
judge my felf alfo tojlfnd nnd^^for fntiing to mf 
Seal to the Truth and Faithfulnefs of Gpd in l^ 
iVorJ, from mam fignal Confirmations hereof in th^ 
conrfe of mf fi^grini.age^ if^ fnch a poor TeftiniMy 
might be of any weigif- Lep.tbe BUffed L^X^^a- 
cioufly accept this fpiaS offering to him^ for tba /«- 
terejt of his Truths by jo mean an In/truminf^ ^nd 
Ime Frnit hereof, that may ^ide^ ^nd b^ 
Un the day of Cbrift^ 
I hope the Reader ynay find by a ferufal if tha 
I. Chapter of what Serious U/i and Intent the IL ii^ 
yea that m this day it yvaa not Unfeafmabk ox Jncmr 
gruous to the foregoing SubjeS wiat m beldforthin the 
'/JI, Chaptfr. But Oh I it is fad and amazing to 
think hsivfew are under that weight of ^eltgion^ 0$ 
once to have a Sertous Inquiry 4m the Grounds 4wf 
Reafim thereof^ and to account the moft (pedal Afir 
fiances to their Faith to bo the gr$0oft H^fort of 
4k'tr Joy witbift time. 
^ ^ THE 
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tSoSITvV Sad is tlMfl^KA^wbich the implick and tndicitf> 

X Dal {wt^efioii of tlm cky hath open tej^iefeot fiatc of 
Religion. page i. 

VOS^plh {tii«^eaurer«kefbr«lieCh«fditai»vcacIe« 
fiiundiBi of thf fiilch of aficst, i^on kMvn «id Mid 
gr^D^hcreio^ame^eiverlaUy promoted. # 

posit. III. The true primitive cctofiraMition as k wain the 

, .tmrrjof tkc AftoAki, is held forth and dmred frem ch6 
ScriMii!.' . . ' / . : . ^ ' 5- 

fPSIT. IV. the continued neaffity thcreof,is odicfc ooam* 
cing Dow, for the Churches ufc, than inthofePrioudve 
times. 7 

POSIT. V. Such a corfiffn^oiV work rtfpcas not only the 
more knowing and inquificive part of Men , but the 

,^nieaaefl«ii^^iiitfaeCbiffch»- • ' f 

FOSIT, y L What ii (^tmOy called for wdie praaieal ufe of 

this primltiye confinnJViMi, is held knk in ibnoe fcrtous 

|>rop<i>Mlsf«r this eod^ li 

POSIT* VIL Special cxcttemcDCWe^re under, fir promo- 
ting the (ame in fo remarkable a pemd of tiaae as this^ 
and frcp iiht hop^ of a gacater rartHng yet of Oich i 
C^diolick Spirit, to adtttoae 4ie higbefi endsof Religioii 
amoogft meii. . i$ 

^/ CHAPTER. Ih 

ffffti^nifmitUifvim, ^th^epimaYytvid^ei$tmAdtmnftf4. 
. time} our PMitb^ thatthtmumflChrifUn ^Id know, and 

• thtftirmffiPrmifhs, - 

I . sfiCTioy 
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»ow under; ^ ' ' ' " "^'"'^ '^ . - u-i- ^^fi^M* w«l a^ 

H SECT! OH HL . - A >/;.' • • 

^^P'^«"^f wcflarimisHjwaMtibr In Abifc^ 

the Lord ibr confirming the £Kiiefiri)lidkGM« <^t}^e ftl- 

formed Church fmcc the Rc6iftam)tt, iwMoh ^e arc 

nowcalledfpadhefcto. , '^ V$ 

^ ^ ^^ SECTI«M f!f. - ^^ - 

\/\/3«t wanner of rime is the prefeorfiiHifthc 

^ V ^ Church oo^^f^lleaii^^and what judgment we 

ought to have hereof •rromHHc«cft6turc, forourfurthcft 

coafirmiflgrafuchaday. . -^ 

S*^ . sEcnoN iv. '^ 

Ome fpccial fcrviccthac we arc now called to, anSTac* 
couurablc fori Kifbehalf of the ti^iih, M fofiwfti6|. 
ing the Lord in the cy«s of othc^. who^9«qtfer.4aieat 
a taicnt of Lig^^t and confirmation m thcfamc. H 
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The True and InfalliMe 

WAY 

For actainmg a confirmed State ,ul 

Religion,&c 



C H A P- L 

the Vrimitive Confirmation M the truth qf 
Chriftianity y held fyrth and cleared y in itf 
contint^d nece/fityi and ujk MtHii day, in 
/even Tofithms. 

Pofir.I. f W\ liATmtimg eanbe if a mmfal 

I and tbreatnmg sffiB m the freferit 

JL ft Of e of Rdigim m ai tbeObiirebis 

pf Clfift^ than thatutteit ifirsf^i- 

tnentf mofi an undtr^ fa the true pcwids ^ Faiti^ 

and to tboje fundammal differences betwim Chrifii* 

anity^ and every falfe i»ay^ »hicb no fntendid R^ 

gion can lay claim to. "^ The reafbnt of the Po/hum^ 

are thde. I. That ic is toa rWAAj manifeft, how iw 

ineti in the world know lb little of their own pro* 

fiflioo^ of anjr hUooHui art or fttencey ms fticb 

^ B who 
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who bcit the Name of Chriftians, Or are Co 
generall]^ Hf artgcts to't))e Truth jmdfirmnefi of 
the Principles thereof, fifr maiht^niii^ either a 
due V^arFon^ or, powerful fence > of the feme 
on rheir Soul ^ (b that an implicit «nd ,Jnaditmal 
Trofeffion is the only part and pfoprietj^. which 
mpft c:^n claim in the ^Truth, and E^ftrinli^thcy 
profefe. 'II. That very rarely alfo is any Serious 
Perfonat Inquiry and Tryalg if there be indeed 
fuch a thing as an Experifmntal and Soul^mck- 
king Retidjon in the Earth* That cap bear die 
e^peoce ^ the mo^ (KTmal and affli6^g times^ 
*aiKi bath fe great 4 Mitral Reyf nu^ as Peace 
with. God, an ImHiediate Gommuaion withliiaj, 
the Joy and Contiforta of the Holy Gio^^ .when 
we are under fuch preilures of trouble as are a- 
bove the fupport of Nature, III. That the fur* 
theft account, why moft go under the nadie of 
Chriftiaas , nitber th^ti i^fany other htm , dm 
rife no faiipfber than Cuftom and Educatiofl^ that 
'It did befpeafc/tbem fromjfaeir Birth, and was 
the Religion of their Anceftors ^ yea becoaae in 
that manner natural to them as the Cuftontt alid 
Xiangua^ of their GtHmtty* ' Which are grounds 
that wouid>«d^teimioc to the very cppofite Profef^ 
iiony if ih^y were, ftated ttiider the lamo circimi- 
fianct^ and had the fi»0ie mptiiKte to be Aiditi^ 
fnetsn^^^ .fince it is (iit'e tbele can found no other 
A&iK^ than is ifuitabJe to the N^lure and Strength 
thereof. IV, That thui^it ii, plain the naoft nume- 
rous part of Vifible ProfdTour? y are di^ftirute of any 
defence from tnternai motives, and (olid OHWvSti* 
on Qt the ti^uth they profefi, upon its own.evidince } 
aad there was nerejr more caufe 19 fagr, i^ose un- 
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ufual apoftacy from the very vi(Mt profdrsioti o£ 
Chrift, upon any violent t^al and aikulc this 
way. When fuchfikid h more eafy to rendej: up 
their Religion^ than to adhere to the famei un- 
der ftrpng temptations , who yet never kqew tlmt 
fubftance, advantage, or certainty herein, as 
could preponderate with the want of all external 
Bu^tives tor fuch a . frofi^on. 

Pofit. II, That thus one of the higbefi fervices (f 
thtfe times , for the fublkk good of the Churchy does 
cmvmcmgly lye here ^ to have the faith of aflenc 
to the truth snd doctrine of Chrijt^ in a clear and 
frm certainty of the judgment , on its own evi^ 
dpue f rmre vigoroujly proenoted and the proper 
means and affifianees , which the Lord bath given 
for this endi . in firm other manner yet unproved^ 
$han feemt to he at this day^ for a more umverfd 
t^e. The grounds to inforce the fiece(sity hereof 
are thcfe ; I. That it's Aire wherever the Gofpel 
is revealed to men, it comes with fo full an 
oflurance of underftanding , and fufficiency of 
objective evidence, as can admit of no pofsible 
•dottbtfiSnefi herein. Whicb is the credit and glory 
pf our religion, that in no other way it doth require 
acceptance > but with the furtbeft convidicm of 
09vimoei. IL Becaule the exprefi defign and ten* 
dency «f fhis blefled revelation , is no lefi to 
found ftach a rational afluran^ ui the judgnsMIji 
of its truth , {ban to ingage the will and conlear, 
for imhraong thereof ^ acd though fuch gre^ de^ 
aiooftaitions for this end can only , in fao genere ^ 
biKc^ convinci^ infltsence to perfwade theim* 
iksAm^vag , yctgre thty^ of. (iich weight here, as 
«» to, the ifeoonftmioa of .t)ic^ Spirit of God , 

B % Digitized by GOOg 5?^y 



( 4 J * • 

they are the greateft means to bring ap mens affeift 
to a full and quieting reft on that fecurity to which 
they muft truft themfelves for ever, and to let 
them fee^ that this even here by the way , is 
affuredly mil , though not yet thefr enjoyment. 
III. Bccauie this faith df aflent^ (hould be firft 
followed in the order of nature, as being the Very 
firft principle of converfion, to know and be (lire, 
that God hath lent his (on into the world IQ fave 
(inners ^ wherein as the Holy Ghoft is not the 
Ob J; dive, but the Efficient Caufe of our Faitb^ 
I (b is not the internal work and Teftimony, he 
gives on the Soul the firft Teftimonv, but muA 
ftill have re(p€6): to the revelation ] of the Word 
without, and luch demonftrative evidences thereof^ 
.wherewith it is revealed to the world. Nor may imy 
evjer (tparate.) that which God bath himfelf fo in- 
, diffakibly joyned. IV. That there irf lb convin- 
cing a neceiCty and u^ hereof to the Chvrcb, And 
10 a fpecial way wb refpeffc to the youth, for a 
more firm laying^f the groundwork of their 
Chfiftian pvok&xs^ and for the fied-plot of a 
blefled and defui^' growth amongft fuch in this 
day ; that they migjbt thus know early , (bmething 
of theie primary grounds and demonftrations of their 
faith ^fo alfo is it a ftudy of that high importance^ 
as I humbly judge (hould be of notable tife for a 
Manuduction in the firft place to Students of Divi- 
nity , before they launch forth in that; taft 9nd im- 
fnenfe Ocean of the fpeculative part thereof j ted 
for bcinj{ at fome greater advantage thus for 
carrying on fbch a confirming work in the Church 
in rbeir fuiure (ervice. V- Yea of what ufe ttighft 
this be wth rcfped to hemd^ ^ who may be (ore 
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hauated, wltb hidden ^nd dreadful teipptation^ to 
infideiicj, ^nd to weaken them }n the very foundations 
of their faith i who are wholly uofurniflied of any 
fiicb grounds and arguments in their judgment to 
repel the (atne: and it is certain that to believe firmly 
tl^ Hiflory of the Gofpel , that God was manifeAed 
in our nature, to (ane man , is with refpt^ to the 
objeft a much higher a6k of faith, than to believe , 
that he will (ave us ^ fince as the one doth unfpeak- 
ably more tran(cend all human rea(bn than the 
other J fo doth the Apoftle thus argue froin the 
greater to the le(s, Rom. 8, 92. that he who 
gave bis own (on to the death ^ will he not alfo 
with him give us all things ? 

Pofir. III. Thst fuch s Ctmfirming W(trl(, was 
tmP fpecialljfpUffwed in the Prahiee cfthe Ptimitive 
Tlmest and Me rf the great Ends of the Minifiry of 
the Appftles and Evangelifts, to have this Faith of 
Affmt md Do&rinal Qertamtj tbtretf^ 09 its froper 
Grounds and Evidences^ deeply founded ^ Mens 
judgment ; is fo clear as cannot contf under Debate. 
I. That this way did the great Author of our Pro- 
fe^on himfelf take, not only by the Authority of 
bis Word, and the Power and Energy oC Grace, 
but wifh fhat Convincing Evidence and Demon, 
ftration of his Truth tokens Underftanding, as 
might found al(p a firm and rational Aflurance here- 
of, II. That for this End, be did pray the Father, 
Joh. vj.%1. and was (b much pre{!ed herein, that 
£) great an external Demonftration of the Truth" of 
tbe Gofpci, in the Concord and Unity of his Peol 

Ele, might be kept ck^r, that the Worfd might thus 
elieve that he was (ent of God, and have a deeper 
CooriiSitm hereof wrought in them, by fuch an E* 
B 3 videnqp 
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vldent*. III. That one fpecial fntcnt of the Go-' 
^1 of Luke^ was for this end, Lukt i. 4. That 
n^cn mighc know not only the things thetnfelves by 
a naked Relation, but the Certainty of thefe things^ 
wherein thej^ had been formerly Inftrufted. 
IV. That herein did the Miniftry of JpoBos fo 
brightly ftine forth, A£i. 18.28. And was then 
of moft fingqlar ufe to the Church, by that cleac- 
nefi of rational Convi6l«on and demonflrative Ar- 
guments for, the Truth of Chrift, as the greatcft gain- 
feyers could nor withftand. V. That it's furfc it wat 
then without E)tception eXprifly required of the 
ineanefl within the Church, to be always i^eady to 
render the Realbns of their Hope to all who asked • 
and not onlv CO know what they did Bclipve, but 
why they did fo, as is dear, 1 Pe^ J. ijT* 
This could not be by bringing forth oF intc'rifal Efi- 
dcnces, for Convt<f5ion pf others, but b/. giving 
them an Recount of the tnoD: cogent, grounds and 
demofiftrations of t^ie ijcSlpd, as might be moft 
prevalent, and confirming to the weak, and leave 
others inexcufable; and (eems to hav^ been then 
Ipecially prefled in thefe Primitive Times^ as a proper 
Tcft 0f their CtriftiiMi Profeffionv VI. And we fee 
herein alfo, how much thefe excellent Bereans were 
taken up, and were fo highly commended of the Holy 
Gbofiy yi£l. 17. II. To know the dmofifirati^e 
part of Chrifiianity, zvA t^ its own evidence, With 
that iptire harmony and confent of the Scripture 
therein, and their being thus diligently intent in 
that comparing-work of Religion , to fee the 
truth thereof not fingly. and apart by themfelves 
alone, but in that joynHHimion 6c coherence wberwi 
^j..lUnd, each in theic o^n room y for coDfitmine 
;v>r' :: ^-^ ' r: r ' :\ '-' . ^ : ' ■.•■ ^ 
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and pvjog light to other, VII, That this was the 
way alio , wherein the Gofpcl did come to the 
Gentile 'Church it cleafrly (hewed i ThJfCi. ^^ 
Not in Word onlj^ hut as in Power ^ and m the Hofy 
Cbofi^ fo alfo in much AJfurance of Under/landings 
upon^its own Evidence , which was that way,^it did 
fo wonderfully prevail over the world againft nature, 
and the ftreain of fle(h and blood, that ftood in the 
furtheft oppofition thereto. VIII. That one of the 
greateft fervices of the Ap6ftlc« in their yifiting the 
Churches '; did exprcfly lie h^rb, A6is 14. ii. To 
confirm the foulsbf the .D'rfciples in the jfirft place 
in the certainty of theii* faith, and thett in exhort^ 
ing them to continue in the fame , fo as they might 
follow the Laird, with the furtfeeft light and alTurancc 
of Mind^ amio*ft the great Tryals'of CuchjL time* 
IX. That ic*s this way alfo the World is rendred in- 
excufable for their misbelief of the Gofpef, when un- 
der fuchfufficiency of meantf given for this end, by fo 
great adifcovcry of the confirming evidence of its 
rroth, fo a§ they can havfe no pretence herein, but 
an obftinac7 and refolutioii not to be convinced j on 
which giround doth buf Keflcd Lord teftify^.tharit 




/Bvil: and when (uch clear, rational, and convincing 
evidences ire Jaid open to their view;' how moft 
men polHAy can get tKcfc'put by or reje<Sted, is not 
ca(y to Comj^ehend, ^ut that a real Irritatiob and 
torment of Spirit^ from ftich clearncfi of evidence^ 
doth thus moi'e tend to htfrden than convince.' 
; Pofir. IV. Tb^t there is a conHnut^d necejptjof 
Siei a doii£rma;]on ii^ the 'Fsdth to this dajfy ^^ 
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pyer cm h nbjtBed of fo Umg a tmfmt mJpftfcfipr 
fhn of time in the^of^tpn thereof^ is fully Jttmnr 
flralfte mtbefe grtmnL. I. Becaule it is /uYe, (he 
Cbri^n faith doth ftiU need the(e afliftances and it 
16 a ftrange miftake^that only lotHeatbtm znAjithifis^ 
fucb confirming evidences of the fame (hould be pro- 
poledybut not for any under a viable profeflion, when 
Ithe iKrhole oi Divinity y and DoSrine of our Faith ^ is 
(o full of demonftrative arguments, for the daily 
uCc of the moft eljlabliflied Chriftians in their paflage 
Jtbrough time. IL Tliat fn the higbeft motives to 
all ferious godlinefs and the moral duties p^Chriftia- 
Dity muft needs be from it3 known certainty to us^ 
fb is the continued ufe thereof to be ft ill the fame. 

III. That thefe numerous tryals and confliAs of 
Cbriftians sow, do iio le(s call for (proe higher 
eftabli(hment in the truth on which they muft alone 
reft when all vifible props fail in their judgments^than 
of (iipporting grace; nor i^ it conceivable how mra 
can thb day walk in ^ light pi any, true joy an4 
comfort^ without a more folid afliirance of th^it 
]being on &fe grounds herein than moft feem to reckon. 

IV. Bec;i^fethc rcyelanbttoitheGofpelj and of an 
cterna}'ftate In another womi, it (o greaj: and won* 
derfu),a$ it's ftrange ho\|r ibis is not the hig^^eft intefr 
eft of mens life, to bai^ their faith more deeply con* 
jfcrmed on the furthcfi tryal oftheirfecurity now by the 
way herein, who muft fljo^tly m^^ fo great a try^ 
thereof at death; for, if we were but once com? 
thiis* far as to ask our own Soul wbat theChriftian 
Faith indee() iil that we are tlius called to believey i\ 
could not pojCubty Imt $figet (bme extafie q£ wra* 
derkig at the greatnels thereof^ and to feckoii 
any light and implicit a£feat to the (ame as a degree 

both 
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I^of Atheifin and lodifterienqr in thit mttter. 
V. Though there be no confli6l with Heathen^^ts in 
4be firft times, yet was (uch a (pirit netrer Sit a highest 
pitch than ic is now to cake off all Brm aflent to the 
' greateft principles of trutb^ when Atheifm (eems 
to be at its laft attempt in the world , and we 
are fallen in fo amazing an hour of the power of 
(darkntfi as makes thele latter times ipore remarka- 
bly perillous and trying than the firft. Vl. Yea if 
fuch a confirming work, be one of tbe greateft 
mean^ to advance the repute and honour of Religi- 
on^when its wonted awe and veneration is (b far loft^ 
and to awake men to deeper imprefSons of its trutb, 
when fo few (eem now u^ider any fuch* weight ; then 
. |t is certain there was nevfsr more need of the fame 
than in this day. 

PoCt, V. Thatfuch a Service to ^i&^CBurchj^ doth 
not onfy reffe£l tbe more knowmgy tntjui/itivej andju- 
dicious part thereof^ but themeanefi Profeffanrt of Re* 
ligm alfof of whom this is necejjdrily required^ is £- 
\'viJent on tbe/e grosmds. J. Becaufeeacb Chriftian 
fliould have undoubtedly fuch a baOaJf on their own 
Soul, of the (olid and rational Grounds of their 
Faith, as well as thofe of greater parts and Endow- 
mjents : the promoting of which were it more deepljr 
confideredy I dare humbly adventure to (ay wodld 
be found one of the choiceft means to promote CbiiT' 
tianity this day. 11. Becau(e this is not to drive any 
to doubt or queftlon the leaft fincere degree ofaffen^, 
though it be not with fuch ftrength of evidence as 
mothers, norcai^ by.thac formal areufnentation 
give ^1^ (ame account thereof.}(mceafew grounds 
this way may (peciaUy help tofome (olid conviction 
^kpo&no^ of th^j^r mind^wfaen tfacy may^be igno- 
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"rant of mitiy other cogent arguments for this endj 
but Ms certain alfo the greater cleariiels of evidence 
doth ftili in the appointed way of naeansf lettd in to 
-a more firm atid ftrong affent of the judgment, to 
the truth oF oyr^^Rejigion. III. Becaufe the ftrength 
* of the foundation in it felf cannot be enough if it be 
not With fuch a known evidence, as men may build 
. Ermly and with aflitrance thereorv: Nor hath the Lord 
thus only defigned to give his people an infallible and 
(lire tefttmony to adventure on, but that it Thould be 
made fiire alfo to them. IV. Becaufe none can in 
truth (ay that Je(«s is the Lord but by the Holy Ghofi^ 
1 Cor. xjfc. 3. by which is not tp be Under ftood 
fo much the neceffiiy of fupernatural grace,, for 
ft fiiving faith , but that lione can give a true aflent 
.and confeflion of the fame, but from thefe grounds 
and arguinehts which are revealed by the Holy Ghoft 
unto men for this end ; and as it*s certain that thefe 
CiaraQers^ evidence ofDhtnity^^hich are impfiftt- 
ed on the' whole revelation of the GofpeL may be 
clear and demonftrative to our judgment, fo are they 
as truly divifie » as the dodrine which is confirmed 
thereby, V. Becaufe there can be no poflible caufe 
for Unbelief of the truth from any intricate oblcure- 
Hefi ot the fartie. When the Lord hath given (uch 
great afliftances to our faith ro be as milk for babfs 
^s well as meat to ftrong men. And though It be 
ob)c6led that the furtheft pb^dive evidence of the 
'GofpeL with (0 clear and (trong a conveyance 
^thereof, is vet lb little op^^atiVp on mod ; the &ma 
inight be nid al(b bt the whole letter of the Scrip- 
ture; Wt tho this tends not' in the leaft to refold 
eur Religioa into any meer exercile of rea(bn^' and 
leaves the whole Work of the %Yit, into eoe^ and 
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operation therewith on menslbulsjtntire^ yet doth it 
fully evince futh a fufficiency of evidence with the 
Cbriftian faith, as makes any doubtfdlneg herein 
fimpily itnpoffible, through want of the greateft 
advantage of means j yea (iich as ji-e of another, 
kind than to induce only ^ prob^h ferjwafion of thd 
fime, VI. Becaufe it is one of the (addeft Symp- 
toms of the prefcnt Srate of Religion, that fo fev 
almoiKiiT^ whole Congregations can giv€^ any clear 
Afleht to the Truth and Ccrratnry thereof^ but to 
Amazement both live and die Strangers to ihe fame, 
yea how many of thcfe wha are otherwJfe Serious 
in Religion, yet have their Faith Sr^^J this way, 
and are deftitute of anVfiich fiipport; ba^ as it is 
not ih&^mumeroufnefs dfrrofeffours^ bat the Strength 
and foUditj of their Firth y whereiri jfhe Churches 
Strength inoft lies, and hath more floorifhed in a 
few fach.to beget a greater Awe and Veneration of 
Rcltgion amongft Mc«, than at other dmes in th^ 
greateft Multitude ; fo ts h the Qofy of Divine 
Trqth,> that it ca'o fiibfift by its o#n proper Evi* 
dence^ and prefervc its Station in the worft of tnaies, 
when all External Arguments do moft VifibJy ceafe. 

Po(it. VI. Th$t it*s fully demtmjlrahle amdclear^ 
bow no hriple ififiruSing of* men in the general Prin- 
ciples qf Religion, can hi the frofir and adetjuaie 
means for [uch a Faith of j4ffmt to the Truth there-^ 
ofy on its own Evidence^ o¥ anfwer that Ajpoftolick 
Pattern of laying the Fbundatidn, Heb.S.TL.But thai 
fomefpecial Duties elji are caied for to fo hi%h an end ; 
ftfcb wherein not only that true Primittve Confirmati-^ 
on in the Cbrifiian Faith rfj^ht have feme Pra&ieat 
ijfj; iut i»e might alfo tJopetheremth^ f^ < «wre r^ 
marlifibh ont-hting if Cinfimiing fifiue^ces if the 
' ^* ^ Sprit 
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spirit cf God. What iatobe underftopd herein I 
(mil humbly offer in a few forticuUns^ 

I. That it b one ot the greateft concerns of the Mi^ 
nifiiridl Wark^ and of the Key ofDoSrm^ to ha^« 
all who hear the Gofpel, in the firfi place preffid 
to take Religion fofar to Heart, as to make % (eri- 
ous inquiry into the Grounds tpd Reafbns hereof^ 
and thus to know their being on fiire ground here* 
in, not becaufe they know not another way, but 
becaufe they know this is the alone way of Truth, 
- to which they dare truft their Imaaortal Souls. 
II. That for this End the Suprearo Truths of Reli. 
on be reprefentqd with that certainty of Evidence^ 
and Dtmmftratum^ as both fuch great and marvel* 
lous things do require, and the temper of fuch t 
gain*&ying Age now calls br; and to have tUspred 
fed mmte on mens Judgment and Con(cience, that 
the r/frinj^i ofGcd^ which are of the higbt^ C^- 
^nee^ Reality and Subfiance^ can have no poffible 
Reception by any ionplicite or probable belidf there- 
o|^ nor can admit any prejcence for the (ame, when 
the Lord hath given fuch kind of Proofs and Evi- 
dence, as leaves mens darknefi herein without any 
fliaddQW of excufe. 

IL Tliat it peculiarly belongs to the Catechetical 
WotkefReligum^ to take (bme account of the mean- 
eft ProJFtrflburs thereof, and with a fpecial refped to 
the Tmth ; of their Faith of ^jjent to the Dodrine 
ofCbrtft) on what^tfimif^ceruinty of evidence 
thi» is founded, and for their inftru6ling therein, as 
well as in the general Prit$ciples of Religion y when 
. one of the moft ruiningtl^ings to theChurch lies here, 
thw the Profeffion of moft ii laid in Co deep an Ig* 
pomace) «s they have abipft nothing t<> (av for the 
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fame, but a naked Affirmation. I kno^ the diffi- 
culty hereof for the weak may be obje<9:ed, but 
withoiit juft caufe j fince as the Prime Truths of 
Religion are few, eafie and plain for the meaneH 
Capacity, Co alio are the Primary Evidences and 
Dermmhrationt cf our taitb^ if (iicfa once with that 
deiire did fearch after the fame, as for a hidden and 
invaluable Treafure ; wherein this refped diould be 
ftill had, to difference betwixt what is Initial and 
of a more fundamental concern for the weak, and 
what may tend to anbigher growth and increafe of 
others. 

IIL It iliould be of greateftufe and advantage i^l* 
fi> for the fame end, that x}[\t jotmg growth now €•* 
flung op in the Church, were put to give (broe e^- 
flick Evidence of their Confent and Choiae of the 
rrofeffion of Cbrift, Co far as may wicnefia Ratifi* 
catioQ of the Bsft^malCo'venanU i^ow as their own 
proper Deed, wherein they were iroplicitely inga- 
ged in their Infancy. Some fpecial Grounds an4 
Reafbns for this, are ; I. Becaufe God will have 
his Service freely entred in and upon clmct^ as tbtt 
way which is moft agreeable to his Honour ; for aa 
the Covmant binds mutually, fo dothtStsU there* 
of alio, and therefore upon our part Is Bapfifm s Ssh 
aamentai Oath cf jiBegiance to God. II. Becauie 
it tends to a more reftlute and firm adherence to the 
Service of God, thar this bufinefs (hould be perfe* 
nally brought home toMensCon(cience,e(peciaUy be- 
fore their nrft admittance to the Sacrament of the 
Lord^« fupper,and thus to ingage them as fofhua did^ 
Chdf.%^. 2%. Te arc witneffts againfi jour fch^c 
herein y and they faid^ We are witneffes. III. fiecaufe 
thfs is expttfly held forth i Pet. 3; »I. where Bap- 
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tfm is c4Med the an fiver of a good confcience f^arJ 
foJyupon thk ground, that fiich then who were come 
D years of knowledge, were perfonally brought to 
orifirtD by their own content that foleronlngageoieiit 
nd Dedication by Baptifm to be theLords^and tbere^ 
)re It 18 called imfdviuiij .which is vox jurisy and 
gnifies, fponfio^ & (lipulatio pubUoa inter Cbrifiis^ 
um^ & Dominum Chifium^ as the moft JudicioUp 
lommentators on that Scripture do clearly render icj 
nd fo this was a fpecial part of the Primitive Pra* 
tice, not only with refpeft to (iicb, who were 
lonvrerted from Heathenifm^ but were born withp 
1 the Church, and Partakers of that StahfBaftifm 
$ their Infancy, to bring them to anfwer to th^ 
reat Demand of the Covenant, Do you now Con* 
nt upon Evidence and Choice, to be the Lords, awi 

> be a Subject of his Kingdoo^, and emhfftce the 
Aws thereof, and do you thus in Sincerity and 
Vutb declare the fame wherein you have a good 
bnfcience before God? And of what Uefled Fruit 
ad Advantage fliould this be both for the Increafe 
nd Honour of the Gofpel, if this were more deep* 
r taken to Heart for (bme Pradiical ule, aa;ording 

> the Kuky and Primitive Pattern in the Churches 
f Chrift? 

IV. It were ^ially defiraUe alfo, tbat there be 
>mt clear view andfummarj by it (elf, of the moft 
)gent Grounds and Demanfirations of the Cbrifiim 
aitby with niptQ: both to the DoSrinal^ Hsfimm 
i/, and trof helical part thereof, and in rbat man* 
er accommodated , as the meaneft within the 
Ihurch might have fucha help ftiil tc their hand, 
cid thus ii^ithjhe leaft expence of time, be provt- 
ed of fuch Ai^umeots and &e»roB% « (hould tend 



( through the Bleffing o£ God ) not ct&f to thf 
furtheft rational Aflenr, and Certainty of the Truth 
of their ProfefCon, bur to give a moft fpecial fufv 
port of Mind againft that inward Tryal of Satans 
Temptations and Fiery Dans this way j yea if fuch 
a mean, that in the fiirioc^ Improvement hereof by 
leaving fuch Evidences «dnce brought in on Mens 
Jqdgment and Confi:ience^ lb as to (ee with their 
9wn Eyes the Truth of the lame, I muft humblf 
^(^ge, there is nothing, next to the infernal work 
of the Spirit, of this kind, might tend more to pro* 
fiiote the Kingdon) of Chrift in this day, 

PoBt, VU. ThM as there are fm4 mart fignal Peri- 
odiof time, to yi/bub a grtdter brif^tnefs andincreafe of 
IJgbt bfitbrefftH under tbt New Teftatnent \fo dotb 
there mwfemn to he fime remarhable CjLa^ Excite^ 
ment^tofucb Confirming Work,i9 tlm day ahut the 
€bfifiian Faitb ; Ti^hen we may bepe tbat a more fo . 
* lemn and reftorinjg; time of Religion in tbe World^ is 
en a near a^roacb^ (though allfenfibU evidence would 
feem to eontrotd thts ) and may be now more lookfd 
0^% and frefaredferynnder a fuitabU Imprefi* 
en rftbefeGronnds for the fame* I. That the pro«- 
taikd time of tbe Cenwrfien of the Jew$ doth aflu- 
rectiy draw near ; and whatever be judged by (bme 
of the Lords immediate Appearance herein by a Mi^ 
ratkj yet is k unqneftionahle that nothing in the 
way of meolis could be moti promifing and hopeful 
to protnoce this great end, than by promoting fo 
great a Service as this for the Cbriftian Churchy 
IL That a greater extent alfo of the Profefllon of 
Chrift amongft the Gentiles^ and rendkig of the 
VaU that is now over many dark Nations, ieemetb 
^IfwAy injured thcrewit|i i and what a hopeful & 
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Videncc fliould this be if fucb a TuUiek a»J Cstho^ 
lick ^firit were more feen, how to advance the 
bigbeft Ends of Religion on facb an account with- 
out TcfptCk to any partial or divided Intereft ? Yea 
that this blefi Ztal of God might in that manner 
appear to have the dark World get a more dear and 
convincing profpedl of the bigbe^ ratmal Demm-- 
fifatims cfCbrijUanity^ as might through the Lords 
Gracious Concurrence bring men once to an Inqm^ 
fitite Md Serious Sprit about the fame. Oh that 
(iich may be raifed up in this difmal hour with 
fomething of that ancient Spirit, to travel with de^ 
fire for the Salvation of Mankind^ and of whom it 
may be (aid as of bleft Nebomiab^ tbtft art inJUtd 
torht to feek the welfare of their People f in theii. 
greateft Intereft* IIL And this farther exdtemtet 
we are now under f(Mr this end^ in a time when 
Popery feems to be upon one of its laft and greateft 
Aflault$ againft the Church 5 (ince it's lb clear that 
what ever tends to Confirm Men in Chriftianity 
from their own Tryal and Inquiry upon the Con* 
firming Evidences thereof, mult have the fame Na* 
tive reliilt, to make fuch Confirmed Proteftants; 
~yea nothing is more demonftrable than that the Me- 
thod and Grounds that are tiken both to ingage dnd 
fix men in the Popilh Profeffion, have the lame ra^ 
tional Tendency to promote Atheifm, and to give 
Infidels the greateft Advantage to rejed the ProfeC- 
fion of Chrift^ He that hmb Em$ to bear^ ht Urn 
bear% Amen^ 
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ft^ Cm^rming Work nfl^iigmi niuaiU Pra^ 
col ufn .mjomt ct^ar view of thofe Primsif 
CramJs^ sna Dimmfira^ims of mr Fdiib^ wbiik 
mum fimld fretend Ignorance ^ who enter thi 
Profeffion ^ Cbrifi upon cboke^ snd Certain^ (f 

.. MvidencOk 

SfeCTION t 

V V ons, cm you give for fo gre^t i 
Faith as that rf the Glorious Being of God^ wbo 
is mvifible to bumm^ ^€nfe i fince this is tie FoUfh 
Jation of all Religion i 

• Af^. Though thii k Principally foiinded on tbS 
Saaed Truth af[Kl Authority of bis own Word, yet 
1 am with the furtheil Infallible Uviience 0n£rmed 
herein ) L That it can be no more (iire, that thii 
marvellous ^ame of the Heavens and Earth bath ft 
^^^ ^ ^' (be Obje£l o| our Senfe^ than that it 
SuDream Infinite Wifdoih and l^ower muft be the 
'£rftcau(ebere«if, and it were limply impoflible ic 
coudd ever otberwi(e have been^ It. That he hath 
thus made himfelf Vtfihle to our £lyes, by fudi a vi- 
fihle Wmrld^ and in fo ckquifite an Order and Corrt- 
ipoodence to fqpport the lame, as nothing ftands 
alone by it felf, but in a line of tnutUal refpe£^ 
whicb runs through the whole Creation^ We may 
as clearly thus fee, that God is, as thdt there is 
an inviiible Soul in a livfaig Body4 IIL That this 
Harmony u anaoogft things, in tK^ir dwti Katiit^ 
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(b Coiittirjr and t)e$ru£tive to otbcf, (or td hold 
tbk wonderful frame^ ai all omft abandon Rea(bn^ 
or fee an infinitely wile Ctedu^ herein ; and no 
feed o( ExiTtiordittty MirsikSf to Confirm what 
the whole Conftitutions of Kature do Witneft. 
IV« That this hire firame of man could never have 
come in hewg, but by him who could Unite flich 
different SuDftances as a Material iody^ and an bfh 
materM Scul^ in (b near and marrelloUs an Union. 
V, That there isfuch an univerfal G>nfent of Man- 
kind in all Agdi thereto, as (hews Religion to be 
founds HI the very Nature of Man^ and as Eflenti- 
alto his Being, as his Rea{bn b, yA that the ukt* 
mate difference of Man firem the fieaft, and n^^ 
eflential Property of humane Nature lies herk 
VL That though every one be an Enemy to whft 
torments bite ; yet it was never pofiibte for an A- 
theift to free himfelf from that unavoidable Scnfe 
and Fear of a Deitf j' nor, in a World fb much bft 
in Wickednefs, could he ever extinguifli the awe of 
Religion, or make any rational Oppoficion fo this 
greatefl Article of the comdion Faith of Mankmdj 
VII. That the Rea(bn of the whole Conftitu^Qin of 
Nature, and vicifiitude of things here, is fe great, 
AS, without Ihuttingout the u(e of Reafen, we can* 
not but fee, how Nothing pofilbly codd have been 
better ; and that any want hereof in the whole firame 
oftheUniverfe, would be as the Diflocation ofn 
loynt of the Body, and were not conceivable to be 
KherwUc than it is by Infinite Wifdom appointed. 
l^III. that it's fimplyimpofsible that God Blefled. 
'or ever (hould not ezift, or that this Univerfe, 
which is a work fb highly becoming the greatnefi 
)f its Maker ) could pSSibly (iibfift for one hour or 

minut? 

Digitized by Google 



tnmute of time^ without t Supream ladependefic 
^ower and Being, on^bicball VifiUe Beings have 
their Dependance, (ince they cannot depend upon 
nothing. IX. That fuch is the abfoluffi rieccfsitjr 
of the Faith slfo ofs God-Head^ as without this tfa^ 
ftate of Mankind could not marallj (iibfift, or any 
^fiible Order, Subje6lion, Pietyi and Juftice, be 
to fupport Human Sdciety , but as iradwardint^ith^ 
O^uam necejfe e/l hnne tjje^ (fuem imfojjibik eft mn 
effe. X*How plain is it,that men cannot but (ee thefe 
cffeds of his Power on the Confcience, in the Cer- 
tainty of a Propherrck Light and Difcovery as hath 
been oft given of Future things, and in the undeni* 
able Truth of Miraclesj fo as fiich a Pt^digj as i| 
profeft Athiifi^ can have no claltn to humane Race, 
as a rational Beings more than tksgreateil nmfier 
in Nature to be a true man. 

Q^. It. What doth witnefs thi Worlds 9»ot hmg 
Eternal, and its firft Original and Beginning pnm 
Cod^ tQ Cmprm jonr Faith hefem^ "by tationai Dt' 
pamjhatimi 

jinf. h That Etemiry is an Incommunica'- 
ble' Perfei^ioh of the firft Oiufe^ and that which it 
made up of corruptible and perifhing things, as thii 
Vifible World cannot pofiibly bein it&lf Eter^ 
nal \ nor could ever produce it (elf,' Hnce thus it 
muft both be and not be at the Cime time, 
which is the grcateft (Sbhtradiaion. II. That if 
there be fuch a thing hoW at timty there can be no 
judging of Days, Years and Ages to be Irifinire^ ot 
how one thing in a continued orders fliould thus go 
before another^ without coming to fome firft begio^ 
■ing« III. If there be a gradual Increafe of human 
Le^ihg on the Earth, and a further difcovery of 
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Arts and! Scieiife§) and the grcateft Eiepfcrlmenfea 
and InventtoDi hare been but of a late RUe aniif 
pare; then can there not pofllUy be an Eternal 
SuccelCon of Mankind, with a continued Progreft 
and Experience this wa^ ; nor can it be that but of 
late one part of the World is known and dilcovered 
to another. W. That fo (hort an Hiftory as we 
have in the nadft Ancient Records of time, were 
whofly Inconfiftent with fuch an Eternal Duration^ 
or that Infinite Ages preceding (hould leave no re7 
membrance to Pofterity, when (ofmall a meafiireof 
timet as a few tboufand years, have left lb ffiufifa* 
V. Nor could Oicn beget pen Externally withodt 
going back to. (bme firft man^ who could not be« 
get himfelf, Vl. That if Eternity be preferable to 
timei tlien Thould not the excellenteft being in the 
Earth, Afan^ be thus co^^ruptibje, and only this in- 
animate Ma6 of the Earth Eternal. Vlf. That in- 
finite Ages paft, though they ^lould have but multi*- 
plied the race of man in an Age^to two or thre^more, 
(hould have come to th^ at kft, that the whole Pre^ 
€in<^ of^tl^e. Ear^h could not pofliUy bear the pro- 
du£i of fuch an infiqite Increale^ and no Wars. or 
extraordinary Judgments were ever yet known to 
be fuch, a^toreftrain fuch an unavoidatie growth. 

Qif. lU^^lVkaf infaffikle Evidence to KBafim is 
there of a Supream Providence^ kotb in the Conler^ 
Vation, and Government^df the World i for Coih 
firming your Faifb of the Scriftnre herein? 

A^. !• That it is clear the fupport of this 
great frame, of the Uoiverfe, with that continued 
and regular courfe of nature herein, is as fimply im* 
poflible without an infinite Divine Power, as its firft 
Being and Creation, IL Thai (iich an extent of 
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Broy^ncc as refpedlTo inoumerftble Objcd», with 
fucb a Contrariety both of QjiaUcies and Paflions in 
the fame, muft needs be from an Infinite and Intel- ' 
ligem Caufe. III. That all things to thisday, con« 
tinue in that eftaUilhed Order of fecond Caufes, 
wherein God hath placed them by a Law fo Vifibljr 
Imprinted on the Nature of things without Reafon, 
that they do as exaAly answer t^ fame in their pro* 
per Courfe and Sution^ aa if they had a rational 
Knowledg of their Duty. IV, That Univer&l re- 
rped, the Sm in tbt FirmsfHent hath to things here 
bebWythough at (6 great a diftance^which doth nel* 
ther ceafe, or grow weary to fend forth its beams ^nd 
bidden influences fo the meaneft Creatures,may let us 
clearly (ee^how it kath the fame Vifible Ufeand End 
to Confirm an Inconsprehenfible and Infinite Provi* 
dence about the oieaneft things, as wdl as the great- 
eft, V, Thatimipediate Precedency of the Soul in 
that lefier Wor^ of Man, bears the (ame Evidence 
therewith; which though we nffver (aw with oureyes, 
yet doth undeniably aduatv the whole body in ics 
Fundions,as the proper Spring of every •6k and Mo» 
tion there. VI, It is thus further confirmed, by 
thefe continued viciflitudes and turns of Summer and 
Winter^ and (f day md nighty that man might have, 
both Light for his Labour, and Darknefs as a cove* 
ring hor ho Reft. VII. By fuch Vifible Difcoyeries 
of Dhime Judgnum^ and ^cmtum of his Laws on 
' men here, as all may (ee his Hand therein, who yet 
wiUnothearhisVoicein the Word. VIII. Bythefe 
extraordiruiry and wonderful Works of-Providcnce, 
whkh bare been in all Ages. IX. By lb evident 
a aeftraint both over Divili^ and wkk^ Men with. 
Quc whiob they would quickly difturb the whole frame 
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ei this Earth, tnd make it uninfaabittUe for Hufx»tQ 
Society; .iftheir being thus Bounded utd Chained, 
wetc not as Vifible, as the Certamtjp of their Being. 
X By fuch a Natural Ohligatkn to Moral Poties, 
with the Sence of a difference betwixt good and 
evil, as is founded in the very rational Nature of 
Man, that none tan pofiibly root our, even where 
the Scripture is not known. XI. By that Natural 
Confidence alio in God, whkh all Men have, und 
recourfe to him on any prefent exnream hazard, to 
Witnefs not only that the mod High bears Rule in 
the Kingdoms of men, but that the Sence and Evi- 
dence hereof is unavoidable, 

Qu. IV. But doth tbii great Adminiftration of 
Providence, aioui human affairs asuncbangeaklf 
of pear ^ in a differencing httwixt the Rtgbteous and 
theWickedy 6y feme Recompence ie the Owy and Pu* 
nifhment te the Other ^ at m the efiahl^d ceurfe of 
Nature} 

jinf It is certain that fuch as defire a Con&nu 
ingof their Faith herein, want i^not, with the 
fiirtheft Evidence, but may ever fte that exa<9: Con- 
formity in the whole Difpenfation of Providence, to 
the Reditude atid Per£edion of the Divine Nature, 
and how a firm belief that God is^ and that be is a- 
Rewarder ef them that Diligemlj Jeek bim^ is one 
and the &me Faith \ when we cannot but (ee, 
I. That natural fenfe of good and evil, and effential 
difference betwixt the (ame, which is fo firmly 
founded in the Reafon of all Mankind, as no buman- 
Laws or Cuftom could ever take this off their Con* 
(clence, or make an indifference herein, without 
cxtinguifliing the very Nature of Man ; to Aew^ 
that EtemaTand Unchangeable difierence, which 
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liic floly Nirtmi of God hath fn^t hetwuu ihml 
IL That we ffee the worft of Men To conftrain'd 
to an awful &^(e md Regard of Trmb and wekh* 
utgf and to acknowledge th^ Lovelinefi and Excd* 
lency hereof, as 4oe8 imke them feek their own re- 
pute hy a falfe fliew and counterfeit of the fame; 
and giires fuch a Being and Rife to that dreadfid 
hnpofture o( Hjpocrifie, Ul Tbacit'« thsi Trmks 
rriviledgfc ever to outlive JFal^$$J^ and prei^il •* 
ver the &me, yea to have the greater Triumph af* 
ter its (breft CoB£li<^s| and how this is of as fundi^ 
oiental a Confllitution in the courie of Providencet 
atthemoftfirmEftablifliaiaitofNamre. IV. That 
in no time fince man was formed in the Earth, doth 
true Jaji and Sermkf tf Mind^ ceafeito be the Na- 
tive refiilt of w^Urtni^ or ^ Fruit ofRigbumjmf$ 
to be Peace and AJfwance cfAHndj nor hath it ever 
Wanted a Witn^, even before any Word given of 
the Lords taking Plea(ure herem. , V. That it's fb e- 
vident, in die moft difinal times, what a publick 
Ble^fig.fadkwre^ who by more extraordinaiy Try-* 
als have been put to the higheft Exercife of thdr 
Grice and Patience 5 yea how Vifibly fiich have 
oeen promoted to the moft honourable Service fof 
God, and to advance the Crc4ic of Religion beforg^ 
Klen, who on the firft fight and view have beea 
accounted the moft miserable of any, VI. Whilftf 
0$ tbt iftb^r band^ it may be ever (een, how with 
the greateft Prvfferiiy of the wicked here, there ue 
Pm^[hments rf amtber kind Difpenled, and more 
dreadful than any outward Affli^ion, fiidi as jadi* 
aid (Afimayy ami BUfkhnfs tf Mimd in Offcfifim 
U Gad^ even when their own mine is made Vifible 
iotheip hifdn« VIL How oft men are thus evi- 
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dendjr condemnfd to be Iitp^y in ^ts World Vf 
feiqe ftrange mesLfine o^ Tempar^l'^c^s mU Frtf' 
ferify^ betore fpXDt jmBX Fall and Huine, as the 
Iftie hereof tn the laft feeKeoTProTtdenoe, aoth fill* 
I7 atteft. y in. That it's feen al(b, ho^ Sin doth 
cvier bring ilf own Fumfim^fnf witbit, in fome be^* 
giBi Degree both (^ Shame and Toni^wnt ; and,' as 
Semcs^ Mtk Heathen, eotiid fty, Ttat Wkkedmfi 
WM the m$fi txqmfite C^mmvef efbmHan-ACftrj^ 
fo the World tikewiie may iee how a prffent iinmu- 
Bky from Judgment is no releale, but when its 
Sentence is not ffeeJify JS9ce$tftiJt yet is it at laft (ure^ 
ly executed. IX* And ho^ evident is it, that the 
greateft haters of Godlinefi are yet inferced to jufti- 
£e the (am^ and the Chriftians choice herein, as the 
ftteateft Wifdom^ upofi any (iirprizing State and 
Extremity ; yea bow fuch wt)uld be glad to joyn 
interefts (hen with fuchin their Death^ whom thejr 
anoft contemned in* their Lifel 

Qu. V. JU&w u h Cwviitimg imd Demm/katlef 
tbst God hsti gfv0n my that and txfrejs Rivilati^ 
0$ of his f¥ii and tomfil ^^0 M4en^ wod that fuch 
s wonderful Record is tmdmbtodlj oxtmi m the 
Worfd. 

Jmf. That, L It is not poflSble to believe the 
Btiftg cf God, and not al(b the Truth of an eftablw 
Ihed LaWf and Rule oiF Commerce betwixt him and 
man here« (b as to know both what we fliouid do, 
and what wie (bould Exped and itbpe from him. 
II,Thar this alfomuft b(^ knoWn and dif(^y its PoW- 
^ apd Efficacy to the Worid/m that manner,and by 
foch in^stlible Evidence of its Truth, as may render 
fll inexcufable, who ^ve not intire-Credit thereto. 
\U^ I oin b^ no more^lear and affiired that thei% 
' ^ - ■" '' • ■• ; ^ ■ 'ia 
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b but one Sm if$ th Rmmmint^ ^hati that there 
but (weAMM^^and Refojuwy if Sacred Ught abc 
fleligioD, which is the Scriftmt^ anititrH^eiog t 
akme pubUck Srandard of tcmtHiftbe whole Wor 
^V. That Qo way waierer made known to ro 
¥er ipanliind £rom a ftate of Bondi^^c, Darkn< 
and Mifery, confiftent with the very ufe of reafc 
but by this blefled i%ht which fliinecb there. V. ¥ 
that rhere is as rifiUe a difference, betwtxc i 
fame and aay pretended Religion which ever \ 
befides in the World,, as there ishifwixt day a 
mgh^ whidi is founded in the immu^l^e nature 
thefe things b themlelves. VI. That there is c 
proper Sffiihy where thk glorious Light of Divi 
Truth is fixed, ^nd wherein it (hines forth fr< 
.one Age to another; which is the ChriAi 
Church. 

Off. VL But wba$ mn fio^r evuUmes i 
you ^jhw if the Diviittty o^ the Scriptures, tku 
m^fn them t0 hof mfaiihU truth ? 

ji9if. L That it's fiire liicb a bo$k is this day 
the Earth, which no heated wifdom coOld ever hs 
made, and conmins (uch things of higheil: cona 
to mankind, as does infinitely exceed the bounds 
humati ability and invention, and could never hi 
been difeovered but by God bimfelf« It. That 
gives forth fiich esquifire law$ and condlrucion^ 
our religion, as men muft needs lee the hdlj natu 
fmity^ smdferftSim ofObJ^ moft brightly (hini 
forth therein. III. Which doth diicover (o gr 
and proper a relief for all thole evils and miierics ti 
do attend this fallen eftate of man, as none but 
ali^'fufficient God could work. IV, That be ale 

giuft be the author of this blcl^ed rdscad, vi 

K ^-^ - ■... '^ ^ ■ ^ • ri 

Digitized by Google 



(15) 

iulei the Worldy md bsch dewmkM^ die cfamgit 
and revolutions thereof, when it le not meieevi- 
dent that theie irifiblc Heaveni are ftreiched forcli 
ovar &e Earth, than that this Lktt rftii Scrif$m§ 
air ftretchcd over the whole Work fnd Fram^ ^ 
trwiJenee^ aiid doth tnoft clearly aod%r^[bcl]r «!!»> 
pina$e the fame. V. That fiirfljf this was ^ 
produd: of Infinite VViGloaH that Co great a Tarietjr 
t)f matter fliould meet with & irifiUe a concent and 
harnionf in one perfeA and imire frao^e ; yta knk 
m lb clofe a bond of unicm together, as makes the 
whole Bibie to be inttrely mt Pietie ; tho|igh in tht 
wriddg of each diftinft part tnereof it could nevet 
hMc f^ffibtf been contrived or (bjrefimi by human 
wildom, as we fee here, of fo adcpirabie an agret- 
menc and correfpondence, as is in alt' the parts there- 
of. VI. That none elfe could have (poke toltyi 
World, in fo Majdlkk a way, and fo becoming 
the greatnefi and Ibveraignty c$ God, to afilimt 
(iich a fupremacf, and give forth Laws foraUbr 
lute obedience from all Mankind thereto, and on 
fitch a pcnahy of eternal deftrudion t or that any 
impoftors, either poilibly couU, or dfurft have, in 
fuch a manner, perfonated the &me« V It. Tha^ 
it muft meediih^is word who perfedly knows what 
IS in man, arallath an abfblute authority over tb^ 
Soul, and is a difeernerof the thoughts thereof, 
Who thus not only ffives law to the Conlcicnce^' 
and our inward parrs, but doth el^li(h aamternat 
Religion there, no left abfblutely, than what rc(^ 
peds our extenial work and adions< VUl. Yea 
where all may fee the Penmen thereof under fi> 
intire a (iibje^ion to the do^ftrine which th^ 
taught, md that it is no oontiivawe of thdr own, 
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(*7) 
as thrp did ferardchcir own MKngf, indiqspeN 
fcdioB9) in behftlf of the cnnk } and did tbut alfo 
require all juft tefyedt and obedience Co Magiftrates, 
when thfoagb the whole Earth they were then 
greateft Bnemiet to rhe Truth of the GdfpeU 
I X. Thar iWs snift be hit Word, who alone can 
derive priociplet of life to fans own inftitiitionf, and 
animate the fame withaqtikkening^It { and is 
a work above the coiftriv^ce of Angels or Men^ 
when dire6bed to eath new trial of the Church, 
and perfenal cafe of Cbriftiafls, as though it had 
been alone written for th(U time^ (b that I can be 
no moreperliiaded in realbn that there is (uch a Book 
as the BiUe in the Earth, than that it came from 
Heaven, and is the alone rule of Religion, and 
of Divine Revelation, for the governing of Man« 
kind. 

Qtj, VXI. How it the feeure conv^ance of the 
Scripture Jemmfin^U amidfi at the changes of tmn 
fafiy ami that there could he no pojjihk utukmy to ks 
corruftion} 

Anfiif. I. That it's (b undeniablv the firft rule 
which ever was given to mankind about ReligioA^ 
and the alone fuhlick 04md0fd ofTrmb^ that nari^ 
endured the trial and inqinfjr of ail times paft, (b at 
CO pretences in the matter of Anticjuity Ubuld yet 
ever be to the oemtrary, iL That there is (b txo& 
m Harmony betwixt tie Old md New Teflammi 
as the one is a vifible tranfeript of the other, in its. 
accomplifliment ) that I can he no more fure of fucb^ 
a venerable record as the Ok] Teftamenr, andits^ 
unalien^le conveyance to the Church, to which 
the whole race of the Jews is yet a Handing witnefi^ 
than how it is continued and pqfe^ed in the reve- 
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lation rf the Gdfptit mnA but one intist fi-ame* 
II L That its deliveftiice Was bj nopmtc deed, 
but [ff a pobUipk truft to i:he whole iUaivorfiU 
0iurdb i fo as it were more eafie in the way of 
reafon to queftioo the moft fuadanental ftatutet 
aod laws Of any Natiott^ by wfaidi nKm private , 
yi^ht and property it (ecwed^ than the troth horeof^ 
IV. That under the GoTpd ii hath been (b folly 
difperfed over the World, and in (uchvlurious laii- 

Suages ; that an inmimefable company of Chri* 
>aos t^efe i6^q years paft, h^ve been as conraaoa 
living Boob of the iame« V, That thofe nume* 
rous Verfions andjCommentariii writtenlhereon m 
diverfe Langpagest do f^tly evidenoi they had the 
(ame Scripture, and qo other than what we have 
tbtsdav, yi, That this was delivered (q the 
Church not only in writing, but in (hat form of 
found words, for k^iog dofe thereto, as iXHild 
admit of no pofltbiq. temiency to con^ or alter 
the (ame ; befides the continued and publick refe- 
rence that hath been Gnce thefirft Ages of the GqQ 
pel to its decUion^ which t^l the(e(harp controver- 
(ies, that have been m the Churdi on all fides, 80 
inevitably rcq^uirc. 

Qy. Vllt. IVhst Jotb mfirm thefaUcfmam^ and 
tntry ef fin m^o the World, this wsj^ frm cfesr and 
m^vpidahU evidences efreajon ? 

Jinfiff, I. That there is fuch a thiii^ as (in and 
evil in the World, with the fence and confeienceof 
guilt an(ing bereon^amongd all mankind, can need 
»o proof nor evidence. ^\. That it isfimply impoffi-* 
ble this (hould have been origmally created with 
man, or efientially belonging to hi^ firft frame and 
^Q^^^^^i^i ^A^ ^^^Q ^^^^ ^^^1^ ben9Con(^ien(:e 
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of guHc of rUMrfe, for whtc Hr^^freb tobtf ipart 
(^ himfelf, m hb firft firtme; nor could itbeanjr 
fin, to &(^ tbui fuitiUdy to their own origimil 
fiace. HU Tbit it were not conceiveable al(b 
how one part of mm^ (bould be in (iich oppofition 
to another. IV. Nor that TucbathingasMnberM^. 
fitmm Goold be in thenatore of num, upon the fence 
of guUt^ and by (b natural a re(Ut follow die laioey 
or that fuch (bould beaftiatnedof an/pattofhis 
ovfn iik^y if thb were not upon an undoubted apo^ 
fincy from what once he t was, and that inevitable 
conviction of Qmftience that be now is what he 
ought not to be, (b as the certainty of ^miF^JST 
though alone revealed, in the Scripture, at to she 
true caufe thereof, yetoiay be aa evident to rf#/8«i, 
as the trutb.(^ bis beingnow is. 

SECTION W. 

QtJ. h A K£ tber$ jSk4 affiftances u th Cirifil 
' JTjL an Fshbafrnttstgrmttdmlififiimilh^ 
m^ mj^hry 4 ^^ Retfefafum tf Cirifi to tb$ World 
oi ct^fuUy an/wet tiegrmtf^s ttirenffrofn clear and 
infaUAU tviience to Mam ^idgmmts f 

jif^. It is iiire there icotdd nothing poffibly be 
deGred (Auire to fatisfie the moft doubtful and fufpi* 
dous iwid than is given for the furtheft certainty 
hereof. ^ J. That fuch a*gkmm fnfon as the M^^ 
fish war. tft corot, and 1x anrnted to that great 
work of redeeming mankind from fiq. and tnifery, 
and bring man back again unto God j and thafi 
thn fromifi is the alone foundation^ whereon the 
ebnrco was Jounded fince man fell. IL That aU 
the' numerous tjpes and facrifiees under the Law^ 
did (b exprafljf tend to confirm their Ftith of that 
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mk Ueffid frepitiatmy Smr^ wbicbviitobe 
•fferedup, -III Thkt)oagttttht NewTtfameHt 
was written^ fhcrc wiife deftr and ttad a procrai* 
dure of the Mtffias- dmwn forth in the Ol\ with 
fuch peculiar marks thereby he (hotdd Be known 
to ehe ehmh^ and ittfaUiUy take place in tl» event, 
as men ^ould not upon anjr Ser^fure eviJefiee expe<9: 
hii coililng in aaotbir vajr. IV. Thzt his bumu 
Uatm^ fi^emgi were feexprefly held forth and 
for^^ld, with tlie peculiar circumftances thereof, 
in ;fae 52. clM.cf pOst^ MJI9. ofDmitl^ as it 
thejr had been^^ wi6ieflk of the aCCompUftiaient 
tb^reoC V. That evra the Q>edal ferfm and pe- 
ribd of time for accomj^iftii^ this gr^t fromife was 
h (armadeknown, as upon diligent fearcb and in- 
quiry^ its near appiMCfa flight be difternable and 
clear to yvbat,, at wbsf mamter nftime this did Q)e* 
ciall^r relate ; for which 4>oth the FsUof the Adb- 
narehkf^ ^ttd Umiih fr&aHf Imuh were fSt u^as 
HigbwHf marks to g^de mens Faith heteb. 
VL That it^s GxafHj impoffible according toihe 
Scripmr^, how die pronttdiM!;^ could be fee 
to come^ ttcept the Jems, were put in the (ame 
ftate they were b at Us combg^ when now for 
thefe i6oo. Y^fs there faadt been no 5^e|pi»r, nor 
Lawgiver^ noTemfh^orJstUfSaer^, Vlh That 
this gruc myftery cetM nerer poffibly bave. entred 
b our thought^ or be devifed by any created uq- 
derftandmg. 

Qu. IL BMt sre fbere mtUm 4mi hfJlikUwi^ 
Jimes of the truth ^fthu great framifi m the event ^ 
tbsp frrelf the hleffid Meffias of the WerUis now 
eome^ as that k is (nrt be woffremiftd ? 

Digitized by CjOOgle 



^w. It's btfood all DofiiUt AAm, l. TbA 
to Divim ani^ Wmdnfm s Perfm was in the dayi 
of Tskrim C^0t fnamfeftec) to Jfraei, with no out* 
ward (hew or obfervation ; who did (b great and 
nnrrelloui thinti, before all the people, at were 
above all ereat^ power, yea^ that ne was Crucifed 
0i Jmifakmj, tiiider Timtm Pilate^ it a truth ia 
the matter of hi£t, thkt both Jews and Heathens hkre 
been enforced to conkCs h If. That this (ptcial 
leafon of his coming into the World is the grea^ Efa* 
tbs add period d? time from which thtCbrifium 
CburA^tmAk ever fince to this day reckoned her flate 
And fiiccefiioBjis undoubted and diar alfo. III. That 
the time of his appearance uato the World, did 
to exaAljr fuit that which was foretold by the 
rrapbifiy that the yi»^ Cbtirci was at that time 
>Hth greatcft intentnefs looking after the Meffi0f^ 
to asfome remarkat^ Awf^/ori took occafion trooa 
hence to decehrethe People herein. IV. That in 
Yam who was then reveafed^ anci whom the Chri« 
ftian Church vwfhipsj it's lure, was moft exadlr 
fulfilled, what ever was foretold, concerning the 
Mefiias in the Old Teftament^ and we do appeal 
herein to thde Records which all the JtTi^evtn t^ 
this day do acknowledge to be Divine. V. That 
this was not done in a corner, but in the publick 
▼lew of men in thofedays, moft known to all and 
famous ; yea by thefpecial appotmment of God at ^ 
fo (oleron a time of the Paffc'ver m Jtrujalem, where 
Chrifi our Pafover W0€ then Saerifced. VI. Thap, 
no humate intereft or policy could polslbly b^. 
in this di(covery of the Gojpel ^ when Nothing could 
have been more vifibly crofs thereto or obftrudive 
of its fuccefi) than fuch a puUiSmg of the diofB and 
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fofetiffp 9f m iMJf with ail tbe ^^mmilbjp M 
Ab^femmt whkk »^ep4ed th^ fjuofi^ bad, there lieed 
anjr way here to confult QarnalReafont or anyr 
other ground to bear it out than ,th^ evidence ai^ 
Certiiincy df its truths VII, That herein baveai) 
divided panie* 0nd ftSt in tbe Cbriftl«i Wof)4 
been enforced ftill co ineet Aid confenti^ jnanac- 
knowledgement of the fiibftance thereof* V llLlVf 
in the fame, lightwbicb.waf held forth ii^^be 014 
TeftamMpt about the M^jim. did tpevbole Gimik 
Church enter j| and mAiU^ claim to their eight for t%' 
ing adofjted the Seed and Cbildroi oLAhr^am^ oi 
tfaefe clear and e3q>re(s Promi(et gii^eii for tbe fiimc;; 
which the Jews could.not but coaf(S(s to be of Di- 
vine Authority* - , 

Qu^ III; VCbii cmf^mstim-h ku the Chrifii^ 
JFsitb^ tb$i the.caming oftheMufias (hdJkeJefir^ 
red for 400a, Tears after th$ ftHmlfe ? 

Anfw. Though the foveraign plealiire of God 
fliould filence and latis6e our mind herein % yet is 
there fiich a (ight to be had hereof^ and of in^te 
Divine WifdcMH ihtning forth in the fame as (hould 
be moft cemfmmg for the(e ends. I. That tberp 
Jllight be a more diftind reprefendng of thej^ 
^ thii Mjifierj to Angeb and Men, in fuch ^jp*^ 
dnd^ qxning up of the fame, II. To p^i that . 
weight and> h^h.yalue on his own Tromife and 7#* 
^imany herein, when on tbe alone credit thereof^ 
be would thus both try, and bear out the Faith 
if his Churchy for iomznj Ages^ and draw forth 
their deiiref and longingi in aU that long (pace of 
time after the (ame. Ill, To teftifie the greatne(s 
of his wrath againft5mand ibeApofiae; ofmanhmd^ 
by fuffering the generality thereof to lye (blong 
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under its fatal efkfk$. IV. To prepare the Citirch 
for fo^eat a reception^ by all that long preparatorjf 
ftrvice of legal mjHtutiom^ it highly becoming 
the greacne&of this mjfijryy to have (b (blemn and 
wondrous an inttoduftion thereio. V, That thus 
the World might have its full trial of the infufficien- 
€y of natural abUities, and of any improvements of 
humaiie Wi(dom and Learning, for help 5 after 
this had firft been at the furtheft height both in 
Greectand Rome^ before the alone R^detmef of the 
Church came. 

Qy. IV, what can offer furtbefi conviBion to ih' 
Worldyoftbe Truth of Chrifiianity from its nature and 
mterndl excellencies \ dnd that it is no lefs tffsntiaUy 
goodin itsfelff than e'videtitfy true} 

Anfw. I. It is undeniable ^ven to tho(e that 
live at a diftance, that fuchis the truth of Cbrifi^ 
that thdugb all vlfible and humane props fliould 
fail, it can fUbGft by its own evidence^ and autho- 
rity over Mens G)n(cicnccs ; and hath thus ever pre- 
fervcd its ftatlon in the worft of times. II. That 
as it holds forth^hc moft cxquifite ride of perfeilion 
to follow, fo doth it brirfg the grcateft relief to 
thediften)persofthemind, and thofe miferies which 
attend the humane ftate here ; fo that d higher 
glory doth thus refult to the Ho/y <7^ by this 1^//- 
fenfation of Grace to fallen Man than if Ytc had flood 
in his ^Ptimitivi ftate. III. That it is fure the 
Truth and Doctrine of Chrift doth, natively 
tend to fix men jn a ftate of light and Comwu" 
nion with God^ and in z State of Separation in 
their Vrinciples^ Affe^lion^ and Converfation from 
the World. IV. That it doth more brightly 
fhine forth in ^pUcityy and trtttb and in its inters 
D « * \ nd 
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nal wU vital a%^ than in any oOtward form or 
fbow: Yea in tbt way of felf denial, meeknc/s, and 
poverty offfirit^ doth fucMn excellcincy appear^ aa 
in it§ opn natme^ hath as Tifible a difference from 
the proud and vindi^ive fpiric of this World^ aa 
cfae daj/ hath firon the night. V. That (iich Cbri* 
fiianity , can be known , by no naked JoSrinaldiC- 
covery*of the iaoie to mens judgment, or liich 
rules as aby humane (cience is acquired ny^ with* 
out an' inward power, and principles of a »m^ life 5 
nor can thereever be aright knowledge ofDivini^ 

Ky until it bf^^rftingrahed inaDnwieHfiir^ So 
r is this myfiery above all Jmmane rule, and con- 
trivance. VL That it is ftated in the greateft op- 
pofition to any faife (how othyfoerify ; yea, brings 
(iich infbrcementfi therewith of cand<Mr^ andtrurat 
wadoUme^ tendermfs Mdfymfafby tQWzrds otbeny 
/US all muft fee is noT'only the higheft ornament and 
perfe&ion of our nature, but the greateft ^/e/^r^ 
tie WarU th^t ever was known^ VIL That mA 
a nztive lafire andfragran^ doth attend the truths 
and (implicity of the Gofpel^as makes it no more pof* 
fible for humane art or cunning to reprelent thif, 
than to make the dead image of a xM;^to live, or 
to paiat on a board the vital font of a Violet or 
Rofe, to our SenJ[e3. VIII. That in this way of 
the Gofpds fiibdmngMen to the Obedience thereof 
by the power of inward Grace^ tha Gkry ofCbrifi 
doth more eminently (hine forth, than if he had 
appeared for this end with the greateft outward ma:- 
jefty and attendance of Angels to our Bodily Eyeir 
IX« That it is vifiUe that the whole World be- 
(ides, that if without the revelation of Cbrifi^ it 
a place where horrouVf fallchood^ and impiety do 
trsanifeftly rcig0| " ' pB* V* 
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Qu. V. But bow do you receive f$ wmierjull 4 
fruth^astbatoftbeGofpelis^ when it* s now fo great 
s difiance of time from its firfi fromulgf^um. 

jinf L That We can be no more fure and* per- 
(waded of the moft vifible and prefint obje As of fenfe, 
than, that this is the &me Gofpel which is jftill (hi* 
niiig forth to the world, whereby ao^ innumerable 
company ofall nations^ tongues and languages, have 
received thefpirir, and been fealed ; yea, it hath 

m, in turning them from 
(ertrie the living God, as 
[IS than the turning of (b 
[I. That it is the fame goC 
ba ferks of 1600 years 
y fuch ioRunvrable wit' 
_ r life dear unto the» death 

for fealing thereof, and found it fweet to be offered 
up in the Flames for Cbrift. III. Which in all 
Ages paft hath ftood our the greatefl oppofition that 
ever the World made to any intereft, while the 
weapons (fits fParfare were Spiritual, and not Carnal i 
and with that fuccels that made the time of the 
Churches h&ttefi Perfecution from Heathens the time 
al(b of its moft remarkable fpreading in the World. 
IV. Tliat the Gune Gofpel is revealed this d^y, 
which hath had fuch difcernible triumphs andfucce(s 
when no external afliftance could be had for it ; 
and there was no vifibie power by which it gained 
the moft (avage and dark parts of the Earth to take 
on the Toak of Chrifi^ and prefer the obje^s of 
Faith to the moft defireable0^j>di0f5e^. V. Yea, 
the Gofpel hath not only had fuch vital influence on 
Mens Heart and pra^ice, to change it into the 
lame Image ; bsc ttliic herein the do^rine of the 
D X ' ^ Crofs 
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(30 
Crofs of Chfiji m the greateft fim^tcitf bath ftill 
been the moft e&£tual way of itsconqueft, and the 
greateft actra&ive on Mens Souls to receive the 
ftroe. 

Qg. VI. Hw is h dmmjhabk that fueb re- 
workable fuffisringi (f times fafi fer the truth <f 
Cbrifi^ were bothfonndei mthealme certainty there- 
ef^ and carried QUt by a Divine Sfirit above any af- 
fifiance cf Nature ? 

Anfw. That k is fure, L Here was no Cemedy^ 
Pkty, or P^fonated fufferings wUch the primitive 
ChriftianSf then and in after times» did endure for 
Chriji 'y or that thele unexpreffible torroentt and 
pains were any Dreantf zndDelufion either to them- 
&lves or the World, and ^bat their adverfaries did 
thus confiid; and wreftle with their own ^^ritfoi; in 
fo continued and cruel an oppofition. II. Tbtt 
the Joy and Exultation of Spirit thefe Witneiles 
had amidft their TorwentSf ( who otherwife wanted 
no fenfe or feeling of their Pains and Sufferings, ) 
could have no ri^ but what was fupernaturah 
IIL That this could be no poffible difCmulation or 
counterfeit when they Were ftepping into ktemityjnoi 
the pirodu^ c^adiftempered judgment 5 whilft all 
might lee what ferioiafiiefi of , Spirit, Tendemefsj and 
Bowels ofCompa^mtothcix Adver&ries^hey did then 
evidence. IV. That thofe greateft fufferings were 
upon choice, andChrifl&ins haftned to endure them 
rather than to be fafe at the rate of receding and de^ 
parting in any thing from the Ttuth. V. Yea no 
natural Rea/bn can comprehend how fiich mean and 
feeble perfbnsas many ot thefe were^ ffiould endure, 
what would have made the greateft natural Courage 
to fain t| as if they had foregone all Humane Faflions , 
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Ci7) 
which Fle(h#nd Blood muft opedi have herein ; fo 
ihac I am conftrain'd to fte (bmerhing no lels niarveU 
lous and fupernatural iathe Faitk cf Martyr s% thaif 
\j^i\itfaitbof MiracUu - "- 

SECTION III 

Qy. L TSiffuSy demon^rahk^ that the ¥z\t\ioi 
X a Deky^ W 0/* [ucb an efiablipment as 
religkm worjhipy mufi neaffarify determine Adm^ 
0ni cmfirain thsm to ^^Chriftian?^ on t hi ground 
that they cannot but ^e^ ^^u' Religion hatbmt ano- 
tber Being mtbe Earthy but in the Truth of Chri- 
fiianity ? 

Anjw. Ic IS (imply impc^ble to make a rational 
trial herein, and not lee the certainty of this demon- 
ftratipn,tobe thus clear; LThat there needs no more 
for anyofa(erious(pirit, but to come and (ee, what 
the whole frame of Heathenifm was, and if it be 
poflible to deny,(even under any fenie of the law and 
d!£);ates of Nature, j its being the higbeft reproach 
of Mankind ^ and that the very myjieries of that 
Heathenipi worjhjp^ W^erefa horrid and impure, as 
they needed a Vail from the common view .of the 
World. IJ. Nor can there be a rational refledllon 
this day, on that ftrange Monfter of Mabumeta^ 
nifmj but as of a vifible Prodigy, of the Judgment 
or Grod| on the(e parts of the Earth y upon their 
Apoftacy from the Cbrifiian Faiths by giving men 
up to fuch an Impofture, as expofetb the very name 
'and form of Religion to derifion ; and can never . 
claim a reception either from the purity of its rule 
or internal evidence of the truth thereof, or of its 
havmg any poflible confiftence with It felfJlLThat 
D 3 itV 
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itVfurc alfo that the Jewifii Rel$ffmhid never ano- 
ther Being but in the Truth and Fairh of Cirifii^ 
fnitjf and where this Foundation is divided from, 
it hath none at all j yea^that that People unto this 
day are fi^ch a Confirming Witnefs to the Chriftian 
Religion, as itV ftrange this doth not beget deeper 
ImpreGiofls on Mens Spirits. So that thereis an 
abiolyte ncccfiity, we muft cither forego the ufe 
rfReajfbn, or fee, iftherebenot fuch a Rule gi- 
ven and Revealed for Commerce betwixt God and 
Man, as xht Scripture^ ("where the Laws an.d Con- 
ftttuiioqs of the Cbrlfiism Faith, we for this end 
held forth,^ that it's then fure there is no fuch thing, 
as any Religion in the Earth, but what were fo 
highly irrational and abfurd, as fliould rather ;u(U- 
itAtheifm. 

Qi II. PFBat fpecssl C^fffirmation to ChMimity^ 
tanthis ViftbU State ^ the Jews htatj wh an in 
Si €xprefs an Ofpcfitton to tie G off el ofChrift ? 

-^^/ If this were brought near our thoughts we 
would find it one of the great Afliftances to our 
Faith. I. That it's fure th^re is fuch a People and 
Race, as a Living and Vifible Evidence to our 
Senfe, of the Truth of that renowned Nation, a»d 
Church cflfraely to which the Oracles of God Wdre 
Cbromicted; and thus is ftill^ as fome part of the evi, 
dent roines of that once ftoorifliing State. IL That 
the WorW'may (ec,fucb a People kj?pt by themfelvcs 
and not mixed with the Nations,who(e Fathers from 
one Generation to another did ftill own the Divinity 
of the Old Tefiammt ; and doth atteft that Doftrine, 
in which the Truth and iibftance of Chrifiianity 
lies, even wbilft withgreatcft malice they oppoft 
the Chriftian Faith, to witnefs that there can be no 
• ; ; * pofsible 
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|)oS;ble Cpnufion tod Deceit faere: III. Their hc^ 
iiig under a ftroak of that Judicial Induration and. 
filindneft of Mind, as no Reafbn could jpofiibly 
comprehend fucba things bow t\iey (hould not fee 
rheL^t in the very Noon-day of the Gofpel, if we 
were not esprefly foretold that they (hoidd ht con- 
cluded under itich an Arreft c^ Judgment^ until the 
Fidnefs of tke Gentiles be brought in. IV. That fo 
immediate an appearance of God, is in the Judge- 
ment of that People, both in the manner and conti- 
nuance thereof, as no inftance coiild ever be found 
totefemblc the Tame, fince nan was formed in the 
Earth j and is as a Gmiipicuous Monument of 
Divine Wrath, fet up for every Age and Time of 
the Church, to turn a(ide and confider this great 
fight, and inquire what means fo ftrange and ama- 
tdtig a thing, as the State of the fcattered Jews is, 
now under the Times of the Gofpel. V. That this 
Defolatim on them and ftroak, had fucb (pedal 
concurring circumftances for giving L^ht thereto ; 
as being not above fortv eight y^iiri, after tie Death 
ef Cbrifty with their nands, as it were, hot and 
reaking with that Blood which they bad wiflied on 
them and their Children 5, that it would be at that 
time of the Vaffover^ which was the ^tty fame of 
the Sufferings ef our hleffed Lord there, and pcnnt* 
Ing as with the finger at the Ctme j as alio by the 
Bamarn^ whole Intereft in their Oppofition to Cbrift 
they pretended to own. 

Qi. III. h the way and manner ef th$GoCi^\t 
Promulgation /MiTift, as no other Profeffm opuld ever 
fretend to^ and where ail may fee there canhenobih 
man Intereft of Contrivance in the fame ? 

^s^l^ii undeniable, that no Intereftdfe was 
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. ever in filch a way, propioied , ap4 it dpet e:|ceed all 
natural underftaadiog, how «the Truth of ^briftia- 
nity could in this manner prevail, J. To perfwade 
men without any. I^otivesy or Inducements froin 
ihig prefcn(t Worl3, to iaibrace a Dofitrinc fo whol- 
ly repugtiantio I^ature^ yea to prefer an Inter eft 
of things not feen^ and whi^h none ever in the 
Earth faw, to the jnoft dcfirafele Obj^Ssof S^nfe. 
IL To admit no ii^pZ/ci/e RiceptifOn itamwiy^ but 
on their exa6left Inquiry and Tryal herein ; or ^a 
another way claim an IntercO; in Mens A9e(^iqfis^ 
but by q full AfTent of thm Light and Jiidgment to 
the fatne. III. To admit no Gratification to the 
mod Predominant De(ire$ and Inclinations of M^n 
towards any Darling Sin ; which according to hi^ . 
man Wifdom would be judged of an ab(blute qe:- 
cefGty for gaining any Acceptance with fud^; yea 
tq give ho partial refpe£fc to the greateft Princes 
more than to (the mcaneft. IV, To purCie its In- 
tcreft, by fo plain a Dlfcovery of tht' Deatb^ an4 
Sufferings ^mr BleJfeJ Lord^ witbjie whale IgnC" 
mmj thereof^ when notching could more evidently 
controul (iich an eqd by any Rules of human Wi^ 
.doiB and Policy/, if there had been confulting 
with Flefli and Blood herein. V. And it's fure 
there could be no dfcfig^, without an immedi- 
ate Divine Power, in fiich a ipanner ta plead the 
Jntereft of Chriftianity with men, by inferting At 
fliiHon, and the Crofs in iht firft entry, *as l^emiaf 
to the ProfeJJum thereof^ and liolding fgrth the Ne- 
ccffiry of taking on the ToJke of Chrifi^ with(»tt 
which none cani>e his Difciples. 

Qu, IV. Bt4t wherein doth the Evidence of that 
frc0t Dimofi^sticn of the G^fd mofi ckarfy i^fPfar^ 
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*ff» the Love and Unity pf jChriftmiis amongfi them- 
fishes, v^bicbwefindCbrift^othJoffeciallyfrefi, fpr 
ibis endf tbaf the World might hfow$ ^nd bavefucb 
a Vifible SeJ of bisDivim ^tE^on ? Job. 17. ii. 

j4nf> The greatnefi of this Demonftration may 
be thiK pvidcnt to all. L That it's fo tclcarly dcr 
]b3on(lrati?e of the Pwity of our Religion^ whiqh ^an 
adroit of no Bitternefi, Strife, Recrimination^ or 
fuch Indecencies #f Heat and PaiSon, which are.thp 
fiital Efiei^s of Di(cord in the Church 5 and thus 
It^us fee the Excellency of the5^in> and Rifle of 
tjbe Gofpel. )I. That thus alio we may know the 
Power ihnd Efficacy of^theTfUth thereof, which «r 
^Dcordingfo Godlinefs^ upon Mens Hearts^ in (iibdu* 
ing the(e £>ifl;^mpers of the Mind smd Judgment, 
IIL That this dptb fo fpecially tend to make Reli- 
gion Lo^y^ and to draw forth matter of JPraife 
and Biefling to God from the World, when they 
(ee fuch a Native EffecSt of Chriftianity as this, to 
make thofe who profefi the (anA in that manner 
(bine forth in tend^ernefs^ Hum^uy^ and Brotherly 
'Love^ (a that they become as a FublickGood and 
Blelsing to Mankind m the places they are in. 
IV. This appears aUb from the Nature of that 17- 
nim in the Cbwcb of Chrifi^ and amongft his^^Fol- 
lowers, which only a Divine Power could ^th 
Frame and make Effe^hial ; and it's fure that nc 
Humane Sdtiety or Conftitution could ever clajm 
fpch an Unity therein as this is ; where not (jinly Per- 
ibps of all Nations and Languages, and of all Con- 
ditions, both high aiKl low, but of the moft diffe' 
rent Interefts^ Humours, and dividing Circumftan- 
ces in other things, do yet in fo marvellous an Har- 
nfonj meet inibe Body of Chrifi wbkbis bis Church 

here 
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here in the Earr^. V. Becaufe liertia al(b dotll 
the Glory and Honour of our BkffidHeaJ^ mor^ 
eminently appear In fecuring this Unitf of his , 
Chtirch, under a Diver fity ef Light and Judgment 
^ ochervays, by a Spirit of L<lTe^ MeeknefiaadCon- 
fdefeendence amoi^ft his People i than by impofing 
the moft fe?ere and ablbluie Uniformity in all 
things, to be the alone Condition of Cbrifiiam Cmh 

Qu. V. Bnt wbatjhengtb and evidence d^ttii 
Demonftration of the Gofpd^ now hear info divided 
a StzteofReli£$on^ and ivbtn the wound$ and hreacbes 
4fthe Chmcbthis day are like to bleed unto Beatbl 

jtnf. Whatever jnft cau(e be of grief^ yet it 
there none for darkning the Truth of this Demon* 
ftratiorij on thefe grounds. I. That none can do* 
tiy the Perfedion of the Rnle of the Gofpel^for there 
is a mpft firm and intire Unity amongft all the FoU 
lovers of Chrift on the Earth H.That noOppoQtion 
IS made thereto, but what hath been foretold as one 
of the greateft Tryalsofthe Church under the Nem 
Tefiament^ and the Spirit of God doth moft exprel* 
ly point at in thele latter times. III. Becaufe the 
fiirtbeft Oppofition thereto can be no more caule for 
any to ftumble^orqueftion theTruth odhAsDemon^ 
firationf than whether there is a Devifj whole great* 
eft defign hath ever been to divide and break Chri- 
ftians amongft themfelves. IV. Becaufe this Union^ 
which is chiefly Mjftical and InvifthUj is much 
greater often, than what this way may appear to 
the World, and of that kind as is not interrupted 
(lydiftance of place,^ or any want of Local Com* 
munion. V, That (cich a guard is fet by the Lord 
Qitto this piect of Us Glory^ fo oppofe any In- 
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TafioD thereon, that there ftands an ^^f^il wiib i 

every hand in the C^mnumdi 

\ Gofpe)^ to fecure this Ble(^ 

ts amongft themfelves, fo as^ 

ne but on their higbeft Peri), 

i« as the Affk of Cbfifs eye. 

iind that this Dcmonftration 

lee aoiongft fuch who are in^ 

Ihfifij and according to their 

d Power of Cbriftianky doth 

le forth $ (b that the nearer 

n/rtf, the nearer al(b are thej 

anaongft thcmfelves. VII* That in all times there 

hath been (ome tremendous m^rk of the Judgment 

of God made vifible on (uch who are Conttntkus^ 

and have made it their work to Caufe Dimfim in 

the Church and low difcord among Brethren. 

Qu. VI. But wbst bath the Ckurcb now in tbeji 
latter days to Comfenfate, and make uf tbe want <f 
that great Demenfiratim &jf Miracles, and fuch ex* 
traerdinafj Confirmatums of tbe Cbrifiian Faitb^ as 
mre in tbe firfi times ? 

Anf. I. We may hereby fee that the Seal of 
Martyrdom^ which came in the room of Mtracles to 
the Church, hi^th exceeded that which was in tbe 
firft times of the C^fpet. IL That there have 
been fince fuch innumerable fisining Examples ofHih 
linefsf yea thefc continued to this day, whom the 
World might fee did walk in the Light and Power 
of Chriftianity, as fure as men walk, under the 
Power and Vertue of a living Soul^ III. That we 
now fee what a length the Courfe of t)ie Gofpel and 
of the Church Militant is come, and how far thus' 
the Tsmes rf tbeCentiks arefnlfiled^ which once 
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'Was b tontraryto f D huoatn Af9>eatmnce. I V* Th^t 
fo Cuw 9pd exaA a Perfirmana of tie IScri^ttre^ h 
now undeniable in the ^vent^ and o£fiich great and 
mar vellotis, things which were foretold under the 
NewT^ammt^ that in aaordinairjii Way none could 
have believed, what we (ee with our Eyeii and now 
have thefe tUngg, which were in former Ages the 
OijeQ of tie C bitches Psith, been made the Okjeff 
pfouT Senfe 5 and . it^s fure this is fuct^ a Seal and 
Confirmation to our Faith in thefd laft times as doth 
much cYceed the greateft Miracles which* were 
in thfi fir fi flaming of tbeGoffel Vt Though 
w« ma; not relblve our Faith on any EntraordpH^' 
ty Trovtdencest or lay the leafl: weight hereqp to 
fupport the Authority of the Doctrine we profefi, 
j( (xv^ct ti^is only is founded on tha^ Sacred Revelation 
oi Divine Truth m the Scrifhtre^ which is /he in* 
fallible Rule to difcem true Miracles, and what is 
Gods Seal herein under the undoubted Slgnati^r^ 
and Sfamp of his own Poiprer and working in the 
fame 5) yet bath there been (iich incontroulable evi- 
dence of extraordinary Signs and Confirmatiqns to 
confirm the Truth of the Reformed Religion, Hnce 
the Refprmatlon^as In no Ages paft was ever known, 
but with the£rft planting of the Gofpel among th^ 
iSemih. 

SECTION IV, 

Qu, L T5 it ckar and den^firahle that the Do- 
X arine of Chrift, <i a Soul-Qyickniog 
and Experimental Religiont and the Trial thereof ^ in 
its mofi Supernatural Truths^ of fuch rational Cer- 
taint]! and Evidmtitbat the World can no more deny 
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ir queftm the fumi tian tbofe Expet loients of N^ 
ture, thof are of mtfft umver[al Ufi ? 

jS»l. Though meo looked but at a diftance here 
or were come ^om Heatbenifm^ fo far as to mak« a 
Sferious Trial of Cbrifiianity^ it's furc they could not 
but fee^ and be fully perfwaded in their Judgment 
hereof on thefe grounds. I. That a diftovery is un- 
doubted and cloar in the Scripture of (b great thjitt^ 
aa, that riiefe is a Mffly Gbofi^ and theire be his woTk- 
ings on Mens Souls, of Peace with 6od^ and the y$y 
tf bis Frefence^ whid) all Who receive the Gofpel 
are called to know and prove on their own Trial* 
IL That this witnefs of Chriftian Exferiencey hath 
asdifcernablea G)n(entand Harmony therewith as 
Face anfwereth to Facem the Glafi, and is clear to 
be no Cafual Things but every ftep in this way of 
Trialf is by Scripture Ligbt^ and what Cbriftians did 
before read there, they know it ndw. by Feelings 
on their own Souls. HI* That this in all Ages 
of the Cburcb and where-ever fuch as ferved God 
in the Spirit were fouiul in the moft remote parts 
from others, hath ftill been the fame ; and like a- 
great RoU is (ent down from one Generation to ano- 
ther, with their Ccufirmatory Sedly that God m 
faithful and true^ in thofe Truths of his Word 
which fccm moft incredible to the World, and now 
comft to our hand to require the (ame Acteftatioo and 
Witnefs, IV- That they who know and tcftifie 
thefe thing?, fometimes found it not eafie to believe 
the (ame, and did no lefs judge oi £\k\^ grearExperi' 
mtnts cf Religion ai^Dtt2im or imaginary thing than 
raoft now do, until they knew them by Experience 
on thair Soul, V. That fuch alfo have been the 
moft Burning and Shining Lights that ever were in 
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the Qiurdii an^tbefe kmumerable la all AgjBs ^ 
dare the fime i and chat in the Mouth of the Gra^e 
mad entrance to an Eternal State wh^ no outward 
Intereft could fway them hereto* Vf. That itmoft 
be a matter of greateft Aflurance which hath then 
prefled the moft tender Paremi with their laft and 
dying Breath to commend the time 7fM/ro^^£«ir 
CbUdrm^ and to charge their beiqg earned herein 
as the greateft Interdl ibey ooukl' Inwre them. 

VII. l&t whatever Differences be oft ammgibefe 
in Ibme mattec9 of Truth : Yet, i!i the Certainty 
of thi$ great Trial of the Life, Power add Com* 
forts of Rel^on, there is ap Hanmmoue Oweptefs 
in the fime Teftimony in .all Times of the Church. 

VIII. That if any queftion this, becaufe (b remote 
from Mens Senfss^ and the Judgment of Carnal 
keafon ; the reality of its EffeSsj doth unanfwe- 
rably pro?e both the Realitj and Exeeieney of the 

Qq. l\. What clear dn J Rstimd ConviSum csn 
y CM offer 9 of jo great a thing as Converfion of men 
from a State of Nature^ to a new ftate by Grace^ 
which dot^ raife them as far tAove the refiJm ef 
Mankind^ as JRcafon dotb ahove the ftate ef the 
Beaftsi 

jinf Though I Ihould ftrive againft the Convi^ 
^on of fiich a Miracle^ and Demonftratioti of the 
Gofpel) as Converfion if, yer were it not poffible to 
deny djch demondrative Evidences as the World 
hath hereof; I. That it is fure fuch a Change 
is made eifentially requtGte to the Beings and^ 
Cooftitution of a Cbriftian, by the whoI^ip>n* 
lent of the Scripture. II. That there was never 
yet an Argumcmm Natnre^ for ones being a Chri- 
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i^ in fbe Lile ind Power tftitof: what mr miy 
^for a naked form or flbow. III. That riiey are 
not a feWy but innvimerabte InlianCes in all times 
and of all Ranks and Gonditbns of Men oii whom 
fo great a CtMgi and difierence hath been made 
thus evident^ both from tbem(el?e8 what ^ once thejr 
were^ and from the refidue of the World. IV. That 
this iutb^been npt only upon fiich as ha\rc been 7%« 
nsOj Jffffkui inti^eir ?r$£ticCj but wb9 m their 
Judjgment were Wont to deride Holineft as a Fancy ; 
ib as Athens muft grant that there have been as 
profeft ^ij^jj/?iibmet|mes as themlelves, wh» have 
been made fuch Confpcuous Monuments of the 
Power of the Gofbcl. V. That none can Obka 
here, as once the jFoi^i did. Do any of the Rukrs^ 
t3r fuch as the World counts moft wife^nd knowing 
fiand witnel&i to the&me j when ft is fi> known that 
there have not been more Wifs^ Learmd^ and Ju^ 
dkiom in the Things of Reafon upon th^ Earthy 
than fuch astuive been eminent Examples of the 
Power of Gonreifion ? VI. That Its marvellous 
EffeSs in fj^bduing men, ftom what once was their 
Predominant Intereft and Idol, and to part from 
what had been as their righ Ey€y w Hani could on- 
ly be from an Immediate Divine Po^r. VlI.TIiae 
filch as were greateft Adverfaries to the Truth, 
have been made no lels eminent Infirmnmu in the 
Service of Chrift, and choice Veffels of Honour,than 
once they were in their Enmity and Oppofiiion^ 
VIIL That this Change hath been difcernaUe 
in times of moft Vifible Periecudbns and Hazard, 
when no outward Advantage or Qun could have 
the leaft influence thereon. Now as thefe are de^ 
saonftfablydeaT) (ocan there be nopoflihie ground 
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to queftion ihisl T. That the Scripture h fticfa- 
ful and true in {b great a difoovery. II, That 
there is a Divine 5pirir and a Power abo^e nature^ 
^hich accompanies the fame in (iidk a change^ 
IIL Thatchereare fureljr, cmtfrarj Jlates iit^anctber 
fVorlJ^ when they are fo undeniably tianifeft 
here, ^ .. \ 

Q^« III. Snt can fo gresf m experimem rfReli' 
gi&$ as that of Communion betwixt ®bd and Men, 
iere upon Earth be made rafimsUf cfmvincing fa fmcb 
as are tbemfelojei firmmrt thereto $ and far afut^ 
tber confirming cf the Chri/kian Faith} 

Anfw. Though this be an eotperimefft of Divine 
Truth of a more tradlcfendent intereft and valu^ 
than all that ever were inNaqirei jetkisnolefi^ 
evident^ and there can be no pofsibledeluficm herein ; 
If I. It's that m which b innumerable a C^rmpanj 
bears Teftimony and hath tet down the faffie; As 
that wbkh^ not once or twtoe they have approved 
but in the contmued trial of Ibeir Life. IL That 
it's known to the "^orld, that focb as teftifie what 
they do, and have Co oft found in thq, retirement 
of their Souls with God, are of as difcerning Spiriu 
to know the true value of things^ asanyeUej yea 
filch whofe teftimooy in other things theworftof 
men coiildnotrefttfe nor deny. ill. That it's un^ 
deniably evident, fiich muft have another acquain* 
tance mdfeciet^ than that of meni wl|^ not only 
maker thefe bddto exercifes of godtioefi^ defire- 
able, f where all may fee they ^ore flee than foHoW 
any humane Wttnefi, ) but al(b niakes (b vifible a 
change both in their cafe and countenance j^ML 
mod (ad anguiffi and down-caftings of^S^St?^ 
IV. That it is (b eVidedt aUb how fodi aslire moft 
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fenaas this wiy, have been vifibly oft rai(ed abov^ 
tbeir orcUnarj cafe, and frame in Prayer, and othe^ 
duties of Religion $ yea, in that manner, as they 
who never knew there is a Hofy Ghofl but by re-^ 
port, could not withftand (b clear convi6lion of the 
reality hereof, that can beget (iich /i^erfy, humble 
f tetfdemefs and melting of Heart, yea fucb dlfcern- 
able joy and confidence^ V. That no delufion or 
falfe fhew can be here, when it's ever feen, that 
fiich as are mod (erious and frequent in Prayer and 
thefe hid retirements with God, are the moft fiou- 
rifliing alfo in the vifals of Chrillianity, and have 
the moft honourable luftre, and appearance of any 
in their profeiiion. VL That it's fuch only whofe- 
joy and comlort is moft fpeclally difcemable beyond 
others, when th$(c lower fprings of outward help 
and encouragement are moft vifibly fliut up. 

Qu. IV. Is that grtat^ and experimmtal part 
(f Reliiim m the Power of the Q)nrcience aver mm^ 
fmcb as may he as iernemff^rahUte the Warli^ as th^ 
^nth rf a ratimal Being f 

jinfw. It may be matter of wonder that mea 
ftre not ftruck with deeper convi£l;ions hereon, when 
they cannot but fee. I. That though this be the 
greateft^<?y«fe»/^, and troubler of the World, yet 
18 there no poffibk retreat from its power, tho' mea 
fliould flee to the uttermoft parts of the Earth, but 
doth it enforce th^ Soul to ^ refiexim m its felf^ 
even when it trembleth at that ^hr« IL That ic 
caufeth great fear and horrour upon the commit- 
ment oi fecretfinsy when no dread of Humane Wit- 
lie(s , or of vihble hazard this way ccdd occa- 
fion it. III. That it adiiits no violence in any 
to Qut*dare the lamci but is a power that xlbtgnat^. 
' '" '^ ^" • E ' ---•-" ^ 
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^{l Mmkrchi find tobe ftroogertliindiejr ) indis 
fucb, that thefe oft are eaforcec! for prefent eafi^ 
ftnd relief either to divert^ or bribe the fatneby^ 
feme falfe grounds of peace. IV. That it coo- 
ftrains men id JufiifeG^dj and Judge tbimfihes^ 
(^when his hand doth purfue theni J and to find ouc 
cheir fin, and goilt^ which was befof'e hid^ 
V« That it makes men alfo afraid to be alme with 
ihcmfelvcii and to tremble at the Word of Trutb^ 
becaufe its Ugb$ dofb mment tbem^ by that una- 
voidable application whichG>n{cience makes hereof^ 
Vf« Yea it makes mensginlt fo legible oft in their 
countenance, f even when they ftudy moft to conceal 
it J that all may (ee there is an accufer within^ whofe 
Authority and Power cannot poffibly be declined. 
VlT. That with fo remarkable a confidence tnd 
fecnrity yit doth fupport MensSpirit,^ makes it cafio 
to fuftain its greateft infirmities from without^ when 
It is a Friend ; .yea^ and upholds the oppreft with 
unfpeakable pi^ace and Comfort, when it doth ofc 
caule the oppreflbur to tremble. 

Q^U V. Bat v/bat dotb mojl mceffmly refultftom 
fo char a demonfiration si tbi Confcience if^ fir am* 
firming cfour Fditb ? 

^njiv. L That it^ infallibly thus clear^ thai 
AitteUzH^ber Power kni Judgment^ to which alt 
mankind is (ubje6led, and gives the World ai^ uiw 
avoidable demonftration, both of the being of GoJ^ 
and of the Tmtb of bit fVord^ in the great and fii- 
fbernatural dllcovery which it paakes hereof. iLThai 
there i$ a Supream and In&tlible Law alio and In- 
vifible Judge above us, mder whole power and au- 
tTiofity thi%€ouri of Ju^ce doth (without re^ftoE' 
Per(bnsjboth Smmm^ -^rreft^ bring in Witnefs 
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Ihi Si9tehh great and finall. lit That the hterndl 
tj0vtmmmt of our BUffid Lord^ this way (both in 
the iererity of his rebukes and mofllcnfible enlarge- 
ments of Peace and Comfort J>Is unavoidably demon- 
ftratcd. IV. That it bears fo clear evidence 
to unknowq^ and undoubted relief^ and none 
elle could be ever found, for thele Wounds and 
Stings of the Confcience, but in the Light and Tf^ 
tr cfcirifiianitj. V. That it is Cmpfy impofllWc 
for men to delight freely in a courfe of fin, when no 
flutnane Power can di<armtheCon(cienceof that 
to intolerable a fiingi by which it begins fo early 
SI Hell Within the &ul. VI. That fuch is the 
Power and Peace of a good Con(cience« as ci^^ 
make it (land unbroken amidft the greatcft ruins 
andterrours of the World, when under filch a guar(f 
as that of its own imocencp 

SECtlbN V. 
O?* L 'tStbfcvidefi€eof»Kmgdomotlhtkrutfs^ 
M. in a S^eff ofpojtttm and emtrariity ta 
that Kingdom of Ulht^ which Chrifi hath fit uf by 
the Co/pel^ fuch oi the certainty thereof m^ he a mat' 
ierofSepfey oiweUasofElAth^ 

Anfw. This is of fuch special ife, both td 
amfim the Cbriftian Faith, ahd awake (iich to 
deeper relexion On the ftme, with whom fhcr6 
fiems no liope to prevail, b<it by frocfi from f>aU 
fahk exferience^'oA it is not poflible to deny; I. That 
there Is foch a power, as the Bevil an^ tbofe wich 
^d Spirits incompaffingthe Eanh,yeathat they have 
anordinary and familiar converfe withftiany thcicJn. 
n. That thefc Spirits (though once originally cx- 
tiUcnt^ have fallen into fiich an Apoftacyi as all 
• " ^ , ' ' ^ E i • Digiffeed by Cjoojnay 



vr 



bay fee tbrir aitt and only pld^re, is to i^9mmi^ 
Godj and deftroy his /«we jn Man. III. That 
it is impoffibk to deny tnemnril^of that Power 
and Conqueft^ whi^h the Trince of this tfarU hath 
every where amongft men ; yea how vifibly many 
are transf^,>rnled into his Image by (ucb prodigious 
and dc^rate afts of wickedneG, as we (mvAd 
think humane nature could not but tremble ar« 
IV. That none can queftion the certainty both of 
Senfe and Ridfin which is in the troth of Afpmti- 
ens and Bodily Poffeffims of Men in all Ages^ and 
in all places of the Earth ; and can need nodemon* 
ftration for this, that in many places of the Earth, 
the Devil is both viflbly and audibly known. 
V« That he ia fo manifeft in his appearance as a 
<Spirip of Blafphemjfy which impetuouUy z&t Men 
to War againft Heaven with their Tongue in (iich 
Oaths and Curling as have no (enfiial pleafiire, or 
gain herdn ; yea, as a S^it ofDeluJmB io to vifi- 
ble an excitement of othen to fiicb extravagancies 
(under a {hew of Religion, j as are inconfiftent with 
any ufe of Judgment or Reafbn. VL That fe innu- 
merable a coQipany of humane Race, hath in all 
Ages been in a form^U and eKfrefs Covewmt with 
thele powers •f darknefs is uiideniable,upon the moft 
(evere and impartial inquiry herein. 

Qj. IK What fftcisU^&znct to your Faith doth 
the certainty of thefe Powers ^Darknefi hring there' 
mtb? 

jinjwi I. It is plam that (i)ch a Party both in 
their Nature and continued A(Sings^ are in a ftated 
oppoficion to the Kingdom oFChrift. II. It is via- 
ble, that the Prey which thele Mighty Hunters do 
follow after, ia not our Bo4y^ or the things of cius 
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Life, 1)fi[t' it IS the hfimortal Sou% and Future 
Stati , tliat Man mighr be made fliarer of tbe 
fime Miferj under wliich they are concluded; 
III. All may (ibe their being under rdlraint 6i 
a Supreaik Power above them, aifd^ under fuch 
Chains as do intfiftiGlyibound their rage and enmity 
agamft Man, by an iiwifibU Guard and Hedgt 

' which they cannot ^reak over. ^ IV. Their 
greateft tage, and . ftrdgKng is agaititf the Cmver^ 
fion of finners to God^ and to hold faft bis pofieiCon 
in iuiti, as the Sj^irif of God doth nqt more clearly 
move for their rcfcue, than thefe do to crofs that 
bleffed deGgn of tfee" Oofpcl, V. There are 
none that are fcriou* m the Truth and Life of Re- 
ligion' biir find thanftlvei^purfued by (uch an J J* 
verfory^ arid hive as ditcernably another Party 
than thetntelvcs^ or the* World to conflict: With, as 
If they faw them \n avifihle fhap/ VI, Tbat by 

-th€ 6(^1 and within the PreciniStqf the Church, 
thete is difcerriably a much greater nj^amofSdtam 

'Timninim and Powef * than in all the Earth befides; 

"•yea that the advantage of being within the ext^'^ 
n^ edvenant ofBaptifmt is Co demonftrable that the 

^ teaft yielding or teadenty to a renouncing of the 
&me, (or any hSkc^Homi^^j ) for making ufe of 
Us he^, " hath evtr toade way for fome more txtra* 
ordinary Vaster of theDev/lover^ch than othersj 
VII, Thus IS a moft utideniable Confirmation 
given of an Invi/iS'TiiWjMd^ and of fuch ntteUeSual 
Beings Aere, as are fit above man j yea and it is 
plain that there is an mtercourfe betwixt Men and 
SpitttSjfiich may clearly ftev thetmerefttfeat ManV 
SquI hath in another State and World than this. 

E 5. Qu; 
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Qu. lit Is that great Uuth (f th Ifxmiordi1it# 
of the Soful, M^ Uimver djing fiate^fer Diathy 
0i fnUy demoi^rable to Riifpm^ atiti tj thfurtbe^ 
ftrtaintf of Fakb} 

Anfw*> Though k bcv (b amazing a thing to W 

X\t7e2:nIfnmmdS(nd^ txA Ettmal State^ wherein 

It mufl: ihorcly enter^ aa by (e v feems to be apprc-f 

fiended^ yet are its deoaonftratire evidences fiicht 

that except men lofe all feoce and uleof realbn, it 

is not poflible to deny, h That there is (uch an 

Immaterial and ASiive Sitkfia9$ce as the Sotd^ which 

can adosii; q( no caufe^ either of its decay or diflb- 

}ution, from the Body ;. yea th^^t the grotteft exceU 

lency of this rifible Cr6(tio% is here, thatfucht 

yiml Beam ^L^e^ Lighh ^ Immrtdnyp as tbe 

Soul of Mati is therein^ 11^ Tbougti we Cfinnot 

fee this rare and Jjtronderful (teipgt yet wefully per* 

cei?e it to be fomething difiinSfrom the Bodj^ and 

to have a diftindl intere^^. both in itsfptefaand 

' pomfcnrts;. |Il^ Ttmt kcan havenodependancepn 

tile Body m its Beii^t wb»(iidothno waydepen4 

thereon In its Adings and Exercile j but is oft moft 

vigorous and . clear, in itsexercife,^ not, only . when 

, moft ftforate and abftra^ from (en&bl^ tb^^ but: 

when the fiefh is under the grcateft decay^ and near 

its Jijffojutmi to fliew the j^W lieth no^ji dying 

with the Bgidy^ but hadb Md^in$fyfl0efC0y to 

live in a ffparacc i|ate« when it dies« JV« Itsrj^e* 

, ing peculiarly framed kir epixi^erlei and intereourie 

with fpiritual Beings yea its being tbe ofjy part of 

,the vifible Creation admitted tQ fellowfliip With the 

invifible God,and to have Keflex a£ls upon it (elf. V^ 

it is a Being of a higher nature anc( value thafi l^e 

3un Moon ^d Stars | vrjoich not oiily cankQoWn 

••- 
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Ind f^mceiTe of things abo!^ the evidence and hn* 
preffions of ftnfiy but niake a rational du!)ice of 
goody ("though croft to any fenfual pleafure;) yea 
to rejoice, and have its proper delight?, when the 
body is afflided an^ in piun ; nor can it be defiled 
from the moft ioath(bine fores and defilenaents of the 
Fleih^ib as we muft needs fte both itsDominion and 
Preheminence over the Body, and have affuredly 
% fubiiftence without the ftme. VI. It is fiidi 
a Being, as Is capable of a happinefs beyond the 
whole extent of the World, atid hath thcfeinteU 
le£liial Faculties, which cannot pofiibly want^ both 
objeAs ^fbitable thereto, and injoyments above the 
SenfeF. ^H^IJ, The moft choice and excellent , arc 
ufually moft afflicted, and cruihed under the feet 
of their oppreflburi, whilft the vileft flourifli in the 
Earth and have no bands in their death, (b that fuch 
were of all men the moft miferable, if in this life.both 
their being indbleilednefs were tetifninated, VIIT, 
That there is fo umverfti a fenfe ofImmort4U% that 
they who both fear and hate the evidences hereof,yet 
under (bmeconftraint of Reafbn, have the (amefor 
a continued terrour. IX. That it is furc the ctrtainty 
of deaths floakes it fimply impoGible, for things onjjpr 
(iiited to this Life of Senfe, to be the ultimate good, 
or fruition of Man $ fince elfe the Beafii fliould 
have a greater happinefs than fuch, if it were not 
foi^refpe^ to an after and Imtmrtkl State, 

Qs^ IV. Whst confirmation to your Faith Joes 
that great and amazing change hy Daath offer ^ wbm 
it would feem to btfomething m^er^^ natural I 

Jtnfw. Though the only wife G«d moves here^ 

in according to the nature of fecondcaufes, and 

it hatn various ways of approach unto inen^ yec 

E 4 ) may 
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may all lee with tbe furtbeflt convi<^ion of ratioiml 
evidence, as well as certainty of FaUb» I. That 
Death tn itsfirficonjUtutm u Penali andcotoesby 
a Divine appointment unto all, not Ineeriy as meQ, 
but as finders ) and t^-t>eno natural acsidint and 
refiilt of our Primitive and Original Frame* |I. That 
it's Death as a TenMky which keeps the fear, affd 
dread thereof (b much on all living, it being in that 
laft period, that the eternal ftate ot Men i$ deci- 
ded. III. That the Jfi»^ and birternefioffin, is 

4b n^nifcft in innumerable difeafes ^and ftroaks 
of Death, which many feel an lOO. tin^^ethey 
4fe once, beyond any other of the/Creatures. 
JV. Though tb« Sentence rf Jymg is op all, yet (6 
great a di$:rence is betwixt the Saints afid refidqe 
of Meti here, that its penal execution on th^ ungod- 
ly, is fqch is nature can give no fiipport under ir» 
y. .Thit fupernatural frefages and warnings hereof 
ere it come, are in all tim^ known and fure i yea 
(uch extraordinary evid^ces are fometimes of the 
precifq time, as could have no poflible rife from any 
ftatural eof^e, V I. That irs immediate eamwijjim 
from a (uprcam and Jnvifihk fewer^ u (b evident 
in fuch executions oft, of this Sentence, by Sword^ 
famine and Fe^ilence^ as the viGble fitter ef God^ 
in a jul| retribution unto men for fin^ may be no 
lefs feen, (and # fuper natural cauf^ditjy ) than the 

. (^e£b have bcfn undoubted and clear ; to flhew that 
£ich is the ftate of Man, that this great revolution 
by Deatbf doth each moment .depenc{ on a call 
from Heaven. VII. That the certainty of fome^ 
thing fupematural in this KingofTerrours, is^' 
known that asuo relief can pdffibly be foundf bat 
in the tmb ^mdpwer ef Cbri^fanitji to (et men 

both 
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(^7) 
both above the (ear ofDeathand an after State,wheii 
ooce it comes near. VIII. Yd that it is furely 
above the poilibiUty of Nature, which can bear out 
in this great adventure and trial oi Mens Faith^ both 
in the truth and ftfengch thereof, at Death ; for 
ivrh^b end the Lord hath thus chofen that by (b 
ftra^^e ap efif^, and at fo d^irk a Port they 
(houjid ^rft pafs tp the full enjoyment of that glorit 
lotts .ftate above. , 

, Qu, V. What evidence and demonftration can 
jou finw^ to confirm fo great a Faith of an Eternal 
Gloi^ frepared for the Saint t in Hesfvenf and of it$ 
CAmtii0nd firil truits here, as may jfrikf m undenio: 
hh convi3ion hereof on the World ? . 

Anfwm I. The vifible ripening and refemblance 
to fuch.a ftate in all the degree of aChriftian^ 
growth, to a more fullfiature ofthe^an in Chrifi^ 
fljay be no lelii evident than the natural growth 
of our Body, IL Thoiugh the opening of theft 
Gstei of the Second Wbrld be hid, .(^J^ no huniane 
(enfe.can diTcern the SpirU in Its afcent thrgugh thofe 
higher Regions, to that unconceivable Paradifesnd 
Glorf in the Third Heaven^ yet is the triumphant 
enftry and pa0age. of innumerable Chriftians ac deaths 
ftlC^ as hath oh been a matter of fenie and cleareft 
evidence to the Worlds III. Such iilfo were 
\yyi\x yumhUj tender^ and finare in their Life, and 
then in (a great a cotppofure of judgement, that all 
might fee they knew what pade them glad, and 
could fwallow up both the fears and bitternefs of 
Death } yea an^ this was not given for d:ieir awn 
(uppcMTt only, but. for a motefubhck ufe^ for the 
Convi^ion and Confii^piation of others* IV. The 
ftate <£ glory is demonflrable and hath been oft 
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|>rought down to Mens (enfe^ bjr thele rswpik^ 
jop rf tbi Martyrs of €hrifi^ fjxA exultation of Spi** 
fit even in the Flames. V» Supenmtnral com* 
forts attend tlie Life of Chriftianity , and can 
have no poiSble rife from the fleft and outward 
caufe?, with that Joy and Ptace^ which by (b na* 
cural a refiilt follows wei^iomg^ and any fervke of 
love for Chrift;which all may lee to be the firfifh^s 
of that harveft which is above. VI. Rare and 
marvellous a firame of the mew man% iet up^ hi titui 
lower Region of Grace, in (b difteroable aconfor- 
tnity to the blefled God^ and refemUance to anor 
ther ftate than here^ to which the World is bur as 
a place of Rlgrimage^ trial and ufreparatory fiaic 
pnly^ VII. Vifible returns of joy and contr 
fort Chriftkns have after faddeft cenflids and down- 
caftingsy and (iich day^break of vital ^ukhnrng 
hams of Divme Ligbt^ that have often been no 
left evident, than that of ^Msrtyrs at the Sfoke, 
who Cried out^ J^iow be is come^ be is come. VIIL 
Their breatbim ^f tjove iftcr anunfeen Chrift 
and vifible t^^dts of its power on men, m^ht 
{hew ibme begiin trmsflatien of the Soul fo far herein, 
as to be more where it loves than where it Kves« 
IXr Though we cannot fee here^ i\axint§ablei^hryt 
which b above, but (hould ^ve our Faitb in^ J 
of Eyes ; yet fuch ' is the truth dibolmefsy as doth 
not only evidence, but in its own nature partake of 
a future gUtyy fo as every degree and aft thereof 
doth enter in a begun ftate dfmsm and blefledne6| 
and makes it (imply impoffible for a good man m any 
true >xcrci(e of Godlinefi, not to be baffy alfoy and 
thus \n a more ilear capacity to know that^^ m- 
ffeaiabie^ mifuSof^rf^ Which is above. X ^y 
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to Cue J IcDQWn^ tnd trycd a paflage betwixt Hea- 
rtQ and Mens Souls in Prajer^whh (b letted a Trade 
o( commerce this way^ and certain returns, as with 
aflurance (iich can fty, though th^y muft chsntie 
their flaee^ yet not thetr eompanjf. XL The 
whole difpenfitions of Providence in J|/?4ie/f^^^tf 
tbroHgh the fF$Uemefsjmd to (b excellent aCountry 
as Csmasfh is no lefs fure in its (elf^ than that it was 
given for an Embleme mdT/pe of the joumying zn4 
militantftatCQf the Saints here, and tobeafoieinn 
pledge of that Canaan aheve. Xlf. StfcH >> the 
^agnific^ce. Harmony and Order of thcfe viGble 
Hea^em^ and Celt Aid Bodies there, with their dif^ 
ferent Jl^tf^i oighry^ ('though all illuminated frooi 
the lameFountain of Light theSun^as we may judge 
by a Vivpie QrJinatien to^avc (bme peculiar refpe<5): 
to that end, to awake and raife out* thoughts to 
theft Mgkfr Regions ef Ghrj^ which are above all 
iiiei^, by 'what is thus vilible to our Eyes ; where 
the redeemed of the Lord fliall be ever ued, and 
fiin^ forth a$ the Sun in the KingJom of their Fa^ 
ther. 

Qu. VL What viphU ani awakening ^vMmce^ 
are thereof the truth of an Hell, and that fiate ef 
faorrour ami torment in another WorU^ which evem 
to niens fcnfes here^ might prefent the certainty / 
iheretfl ' 

Ai^w. I. That It can be no more "fure, that ^ 
(here is fuch a power and party as that of the Devih^ 
than tbt reality of (bme (uch z horrid Region and 
place al(b^ to which they belong, and are adjudged 
to< n. From fo innuaaerable a company of >6«- 
^an race^ z% are not in thpvifible fervijceof tbe(& 
hf^rn^ Sfirits^ but ^rtakers ot the (ame nati^« 
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^*1vb}di (i(W cl^ their refpeft ari(f -ien-L 

dciJcjf: via A^ lime jf^e" and /i^^^ and Confe- 
4tncf hf.i)stiT JH^men^^ .at ber^ In their /ggfi^ 
IQI. §ucWviiiWc*i^^ of *viHS£fi'9ei^fiice' 

fluif on mens^oulf^ with'fucb borrour ^f^M^mpce 
w^ un(u|fferAbIe iotciefHa thb way ^ as in all'^^^ 
bave beei> known Wmoft remarkable^ mi^t^Oe^^ 
(^ when not In the leaU dHSlcmper of ch^ir tkt^ttX reou 
wn,^ that masr prefenc t6 njeni ^cfi/eir foriiiWuiigof 
a WjAfi^ iJiM, as cpnVincingly, . as if t^^4 
fiftn mm tU Diaa ^^iox iht fame; iVv A 
.tremb^pg finji^ $nd terriMr ifT>ivint T^ingt^^e^ 
oft follows upcin Tfmidaifs $f 'i:iichdnff%y'i^ 
cminenrly breaks forth iipon a' (urprilihg j^hi of 
; 2)fttfi^thaialltn?'y fee fomcthing raore^dreadnfl heri-. 
U) than in th^<iiffiluTi6ii5>.f N«ure 5 an3 ihc^ower 
' md pfe(^nt^rrcftpf zfipure Judgment %t!^&d6 vifi-. 
b)e in t^"*fa^me^ V. There arc tegun degre^, 

^pf i^s^ii^jpg ]and rfgt againft Go(l, bcAfllfeot ' 
Jus plagues J and <uifeJrfaA]g/?S ^ tfrWiryiitrcifecI 
. t>y Men here- in tbc l^rch^ at may be mdent to 
all to be more than burpade, at)d gather 'thbeffe^ 
of infernal fpirits ailing in a humane ^ftape. 
Vf. So clear a ^/"e/tt^f and beginning or. Aeflf, Is ill 
that juciiclij dtduration^ and Mmdnefst^^hibti thaiinr 

^are given Qftto, ( under thegreat^ d^veries df 
light,) th^t all may fee their being thus bodnd oVcp 
in Chains^ and (hut up in Vriftnf^ ufitil Dta0y\xm^ 
them forth to the Executim % and that^o relief 
or application of the means of Gra^ fa^ then 

• My fuccefs. Vllr Sucb a Map a^il €teado# of 
Eternal Ven^tana^ is' in khefc tcrtiWeT|6te of Dl» 
^ini Judgment infilled hen on Jpofi^aM\ and 1^ 

'-;\ ,\ Jf^m 
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' ^fict^i of the jFr^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ffagitious ptrfens^ 
vljich with the ycny firft view might prefeiK 
4aQ nwful and unmeaiate iippearancc ^f God in . 
]lhc (ame^ fow^ Srange and fupernatcij'al ;«»|/fc- L :^ 
MMiir is oft '(b yifibic oa the worhrs of htHfuity^ ^ ^ 
Vnt And ( whatever be of natural cauls \n fucfc - 
'!^^b^ icp^ientations here In the Eartft. as that \ 
f^^^Htsuske where once SoJom wa^ ahd thoie 
^burning Mountain^ of BacUt tj/£tnay and^^ifyi* 
^imf ) yet* we, majr truly judge that thf ^ are thai 
< ^&tJbe?or^ the World as vifible memori^ of the /». 
j^mal FlanHs \ and. as it were lb ipai^Chiainy's or 
n^cnt-hplps thereof, for fuch why' will not txlieire ^ 
Jhej&o^e^ becaufe they donotjret'fee orfeelfucba' 
thing. . ^^'' ' ^ 

QS. VIU What afllftjnccs h^ih i»»r Ptirb, ^ I 
that peat and woiiderfi^ truth iff ^ Refurreoiott 
of the Bodyi 4^^ ih^jijfolupkn in the Grave unto 
Duftf 

. ^ dT^^.Ut hath great ailiftance ^om that vifible and 

ftUfj^ndiQU^ frame of the Heavei^ and the £^i^wfaen 

it\ futc tbat^th* hmt hfrtiti fower^ that l^^thnot 

^nly made Man,but theVrhbte Creation, can as eafily 

. collet); and reunite th^ difperled afh^i oithtBodyy at 

form tiifame. U. rVom thatgrcateft pledge here* 

^ of, 4n the ^ne{lm^ tie Bodj (f Cbr% III 

From ttiijMrlburatlbn and lore paiii^ th^t the Saints 

here in tfaiir outward man are expo^d to, (inc^ it 'is 

fiiretiKW^i th^ holy jaftice of God, he did not give 

flich B(m^i for Uhofor^ apd for toil, and to his Mdr^ 

tjffSj Ui endure uaexprefiiUe torments for Chrift,^ 

sit iaft to ^ifh for ever.lV.From thefe viuble re/em" 

ilanees and frefigwratims of xh&.ReJkrrtQum wbi^ 

|be Iiord hath glveni to confirm our Paicb heri^ti, 

/ - . ia 
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in the ordlniry courfcand fhiuSim of native {To 
as all may <ee how every night isasche Grave of 
the day light ^ and each morning a new refiirredHoni 
i of the &ne$ and hoW vifible Mtm^gc o£l)eati 
!s IB each fei^fon of the Winter^ with lb marveUous 
Sad beautiful a 2?^^rfe5id» of the Earth, oh ever/ 
leturn cif th^ Spring, In the Hirbsi Floii^m and 
pJantf^ uJdng life and rUingagainj in the kaves, 
bhjjm$ md fruits; yea tWi lil liich a variety, aa 
(Qay no )efi ^onvindngly evidence an Infinite DI^^ 
vine Power -herein, than that the (ame body of 
man flioqld be railed at the lafi d^j. V. Froni that 
Continued wir^/s of th^ Harveft^ after ^tStti- 
fimty with (b amazing a produdlion of the (/r^iii 
fcwm i^ the Earth, and Its firll dying there before 
it be quickned^ (oai to beat laft brought tct^o^ 60^ 
yea fometimes an bimdrtdfolJ^ out of the very 
fame grain } which to tbiele who had never before 
known the ftme would &em lAcredlble^ and abovef 
allreafoo to conceive or give credit thereto^ 



:^ 
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CHAP. III. 



"^ 



^he Confirming Work of Religion, intprcvU with 
fifpiQ u tbeTimMy to clear the way of the Lord 
iireWf before thie Generatiout md kt m fit bow 
mtbmg i fo firgnge m the Events rf this dnj^ 
nMcb fhouldnot mei^e firenpben^ tbenfhakg^ snd 
tbat the God of the Reformed Church, doth fii$ 
0wn the fime Intere^j sccordifig to his FaichfuU 
oefi : Which is hen hieflf Pohaed at^ wfou fome 
/pwdinqmrff frigid ubout tbefimc. 

SECTION L 

V V Gmfirmation to our Faith, in 

jmb time^ when we fie the Work of the Lord, 

^dnme bit Churchy uhe^mofi remsrisify mWA work 

of Judgment, withfueb dmkmU feanbng^ Try ale 

ibmJki. al/omti time, h^ Jt inolS. 

Jtnft It is (ure, we Ihtc feen nothing, but what 
might have been too evidenHy looked for, and that 
we ckn pretend n« want of Ught herein, upon tbefe 
Oroundy. L That the Trisls of a Church, (hould 
be (tiited to the roealitfe of thek takntof Lighf 
ind when this hatk been in (bme more than ordinar 
tj way difpenled, that (bme renmrkably fimrebing 
Times might be t)Vpc6ktd to follow 5 nor can k be 
now Arange to us^ that fuch thingrfaflin with thii 
Jay^ whkh did not meet the Cburcbeioi Chrifi at 
the Sffi entry of the Kiformation, who then had not 
fo Clear Difcoveries of the Truth, and that mcafure 
<df Qmfirm$tim tberein^ ^hicb hatb been fince« 
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IL That fome unufiml Trf^s^i^d Confli&s^ in 
the Lords Method of Providence, (hould be fujh 
ted alio, to the grcatncfs <)f that IVcrk^^^hkk 
he is brtnging.fortb, maf benoftrangething} and 
t& lee a time of ludi (ore wreftlings as this, >i^eii 
all things feein to cry, and te m P/rini as Micdb 
4. xo. Yea when fome great evmt of the Scripture 
is to be revealed to the World| and near to iufuB 
height^ and Period cf jiccomflifimeitt, ( as we b|ve 
&fe ground for Aflurancc of this day.) III. Nor 
bath this (ad and difmal hour on the Cburdi, bepob 
more obvious than the p'oviUti^ Caufi hereof^ la 
, which the Holy Rigbuoufntfs ^God^ taxf be no left 
clear, than tlw Chud now is dark j whm there bat 
been fuch a Vifible falling offfrom that Love^ Ten^ 
d^rmfs^ and Power of Religum^ that did formerly 
attend its Profidfion; for thde inany years pafl 
we might have feen that (bme fon and remarkable 
Judgment wa$ coming, and that i£ we bad not beea 
in fmbsmmmer trndenej^t^exe^ under fiime Adder 
iftroak of Spiritual Judgment, ready to^t mterljrufp^ 
done. IV« Yea it bath been too Vifible^ that fuch, 
Evils followed the Reformed Churches^ as is no 
time it was ever known, that the Holy God, dkt 
|)a(s by, without fome (ignal Evidence of;" his 
ITr^ri againft the fame before the World. V* We 
know that CartMl Confidence hath a Curfe ever wait* 
Ing upon it in the Scripture^ and node can take it 
off, or make that thrive which God hath him(elf cuf- 
fed 5 and it is too vifibie,bow far we have gfom thus 
out of the way of our Screnj;th, by fiich c^ger (eek« 
Ing Humane Profs^ and (uppor% that we have forgot 
the Guide of our Tomb^ ^Covenant of our^Gods 
and what great things he hath formerly done in 
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Ac g^eateft fti^m of his Cbiircb J when there 
was much humble ifftfi^^ that the Spirit of 
the Lordy Would do moreRNR^dpvcr hb Truth 
than all Humane Might or Power, 'B&ttid (Rn ^ ^ 



SECTION 11. 
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V V f^^ tofupport our Faith agamfi tht, 
greatejl Fears of this titne^^from fA^ immediate Ap- 
^ear^ces of God, and of the Glory of his PoWer, 
/ir the fame Truth and Caole of the Reformed 
Church, v)e art now called to contend for^ which 
bath been fince the Reformation when fo firong and 
mufuaiaTide, nohifisagainftthefarmi 

^nf. If men (hut not their eyes, and hide this 
great TlUent of the Worh ofGody under the Ground^ 
it's lure none canQyeftionfuch a S^eat^ which before 
the Sun, ( to the Amazement a:nd Convi6lion of the 
World J hath been put to t*oe Truth of the Kef or* 
fned Religion I that we are, now brought under fuch 
aCaB, as the Church o^ Ifrael w^^s^ Deut. 4. 34.' 
T<\ajri of the Times ^ that are fOfi^ fince jfraels co- 
ming out of Egypt y' and fince the firft planting of 
the Gentile cSurchy by the Gojpelt whether there 
hath ^eengfp great a thing at tb-is in the Earth, that 
God hatbeffayed to take to him f el fa People from tie 
ntidfi of other Nations^ by 1 'emptofions^ hj Signs^ 
and by 'Wonders^ and hy Wa r, and by a Mighty 
Band^ and by an out-firetche d Army and hy great 
Terroursy according to all t' oac the Lord our God 
hath done for the refeue of hf is People, In thcfe lafi 
Tmeiy from Antiebrifiian B ondagp and Darknels 5 
F and 
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^ «nd fectling them ih a ChufcM^te; biit ivofa %% 
^ was tSis jbnped, tha$ v^ might kntnif, that the 
Lord be n God^ ar$d there is none eife h^Je him: 
Ye aw ftill called to fee, and be as Eye Witrnjlts to 
., ehefc things j L How Br^ht s Day of the GoTpel 
X of Chrift, did go before chis great Darknefs on the 
Churchy and what a folemn Trmmfh'mth^Ce late 
Afi^s the Truth hath had over ^ntkhnfif(6 ai cfae 
fuBfiroak and ruine of his Kingdom, f which is (ure 
and eftabli(hed In the Premife ^ GoX ) ieei^s noli 
now more marvellous and above humane, appeal 
ranee, than what we have feen^ tn the begun de- 
grees of icsaccompli&aient. IL In how few years 
alfo, there was, as a new Chrijiian Wfnrld brought 
forth, in that fwlft Courfe and Progreg which tfa^ 
ingathering of the Reformed Churches had, ft as 
between the Year 1 560, and 162 1. fuch famous 
Flantatims of the Gofpel were (etkd in a Church- 
fi^te ; which all may fee was the immediate WdhrJk 
and Power of God $ to (hew that none fhould iear, 
or fiagger at bis Promife ; though the waters yet 
fwell, and come to the flowitJgs of Jerdany and dif- 
iicuhies appear unfuperaUe to humane Sence, after 
thele great things which the Lord hath done« 
JII. How extraordinary a CaSifjg, and excitement 
of h^rumentSy was then evident, for the Service of 
that time, and Reapers thus eminently prepared for 
il\ great an Harvefi of the Go^el, as might put the 
\\^>rld to inquire whence thefe were, in fo nume* 
/ous 3. Concurrence, when a few of fiich a Spirit^ 
V t rr (o rj»rely to be found in many Ages before* 
^ ^ Y' a fuch an Acceffion Mo^oi Sfiritnd GifmjitkA 
vaients was then fa^ Building of the Churchy 
. H I H been [(xtm^ly lujj^WQj fiiice the£rft co- 
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Mt% of the ©o<^! to the Gentiles I w^rein It 
•miy be Q&ii the Glory of thefe&ij? 7imesm\i'tv^ 
in feme defpree exceeded that of thcfafi, V\ And 
can the mc^ difinal things of this time, coiint^rt^l 
the Cmfirmatkns of our Fahb^ whd ha^ (b cl^iiy 
fien, with the firft brt&klng up of the PtfrerDo- 
ffrine cfCbrifi^ the power akd Life of ChrifiiiiiAty 
came therevith to the World^ as a Seal^ and Atte- 
flacidn thereto, beyond my Mirack$ ; yea hov 
innumefable a Company^ in thefe hft Ages of dif- 
£srent Tongues and Languages, and thefe ^remote 
from one another^ dU not only redsivb Che fime 
Truth, but with mch Reiblucioh Adventure their 
Souh thereon^ as mi^t fdly witnefs, they had ano- 
ther pro(pe£k of Chri^imityt and to be infbme o- 
tber manner ravi(hed with the Glory and Besiuty of 
the (aoar, than if now In ihefe times : Vf, Such 
b%h Sfrmg tides of the Fffwer^ and Efficacy of 
the Gofpel, might be evident to sill, after fb &) 
i| reftraioi^had been for (b many Ages hefore, unde^ 
jiniicbrifiian darknefi ; for whatever was then as 
a PrivMte Sesl^ on the Spirit of Chriflians whil$ 
the Wimefles did Pro^befie in Sack-clotb, yet was 
ciiere no liich Evidence and Demmftratim of tit 
Holy Gbofif or a Pnblick Confirmstory Seal to the 
Truth, as was after the R^ormation. VII. Yea 
was it not the moft Sober, Serious^ and Ini|uifitive 
Part of Men, upon a iure Trial of the Grounds of 
fheir Faith, who did moft firmly imbrace the fame r 
s^nd how many of thefe al(b were of rile greateit 
j^^c$ and Abilities, whom none could Judge to Ad*^ 
Venture (b far herein, without thel^heft Affuran'- 
tes, that this was their undoubted Ifltereft and Sal^ 
tatiOn» y UL We have teen not oAly men (^i meatt 
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ind low^ftate, but^fuch ett^JSgh^ Fhce and 
^slitf^ mod cheaurfuUy advenCMring ^vluilefer In^ 
tereft ^ould be deareflr to ^hem in tbe Earcb^ "(or the 
Truths fake ; yea ijt wa^cvcr found, that fach as 
weee moft acqumfed wkb the Reformed Religion 
in its Ppwer^ and lived up in their Pc^ice to« 
wjbat th^jr ptoktkd thereof^ were tb^fc who with 
4^e grcsfteftA£Rirance^ moftrelc^tely ftill adhered- 
thereto. IX. We havi^en aUb, it» nm& remark* 
able ^readiBg»ia- the Wdrld, ^ben ihere cauld be 
nopoffible pretence of a WwlMy Intehfi^ or Exter- 
nal Motives for theiaiiie, %» We have (een (bme* 
thing not only , extraordinary^ but jeven A^racHotu 
in the Joyy^nd-Refohtkn of innumerable Martyrt 
iincc the Kefmmkm^ who 4id bear out wkb a^nore 
than humane ftrengtb, againft a cruelty fo vifibty 
Inhufnanti and Ravage \. jtB which did in (qpK tb* 
grccs exceed that si^ifure of the Heatbcm^ in die 
Trimitive Ttmts^ as being againft « greater Light 
than theirs, xl. And have we not fienpf what 
Spirit^ $jch flill have been ^inae the Refmnstum^ 
who were the moft notorious In^nments in the 
Churches Perfecotion^ aiKl how vifibly liich did 
tSt herein, under (b -impetuous an incitement xif the 
Devih that as TertuBim, in his jifohgr fpeaks of 
Uero^ the Truth mi^t boaft in havisg fnch Ad- 
verfaries. XIL It is fiire we have(een, diat no hu- 
mane Power, could yet ever undo this ble0ed Inte- 
tereft of the Reformid Rdigim^ tho'na way, or 
change of Wwpons, bath been left untried 5 but 
we have thus leen^ whither (b ftrong, and United a 
Confederacy, as the Cathclick League tn France did 
at laft Tcfoiv^, add not only in the rmie of the 
greateP: Adors and Contrivers therein, but to a ftir- 
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tfcer eftihlifting of the J&^rw^i Chinches there, ag 
though fuch had kitemionalljt a&d for the fame; 
wfaeo iffeamd Cakfes had brought forth their Ordi- 
nary eie(9:9. it might have been judged iHr^poffible 
Co fail. Xin. We have 'fcen that iflac of all the 
Counceb^ Expence and Qruelty of fhikp the 1 f . ^/ 
Spam^.tQ bear down the Truth of the Gofp,i in 
the iwMamJSf which was to the furtheft fetling 
of this lUufirioui State and the Church ofCbrifi there ; 
yea how Aeir eonfpiciiotis Rife and Flourifliing e- 
Ten in the Externals^ and thdr re(blute adherence . 
to the Truth of Chrift did moft vifibly keep toge- 
ther. XIV, Weknow Azt deluge of Blofid, which 
(b gukkly follawed the French Maffacre\ and the 
moftdifinal time whichever that iV^ri^ knew, did 
then viffi>ty Contemporate, with (iich a time of 
their greateft Rage and Persecution agatnft the 
Truth, and that Event of the Third Vial mod clear- 
ly tulfiUed herein. Rev. l6. y, 6. Thou art Righ- 
U0Uif O hordy which Arty and W4J^^ and fhaU be^ 
hecaufi ^ou ha fi judged thusy for they havefh^d the 
Blood oftbf Saint % aied Prophets y and thou h^ff given 
them Blood to drink in great meafure. XV. Tea 
have we not (sen how j^ivr Kiflgi ^France Succef> 
fively, were in lefs than thirty yeart^ (aken away, m 
the ftme continued puriiiit, bow to deftroy the 
Church there, in whpm that whole race ot the Va- 
loisurzs thai extin£kj yea in the manner of their .^ 
Death, were oaoft remarkable Monuments of Divine 
Judgment, as the indft fiimous Writers ^f that time 
do atteft. XVI* We have fccn what marvellous 
effect dkl fellow thofe Bloody Years o(^een Ma- 
r/$ Reign in Engldndy to promote and commend 
the Proteftant D^ine to Mens Confeiences there, 
F Z with 
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mritb Icr great a Trkimph as It had in tbe Sufferings 
of fufili choice and excellent witnrffes for Chriff^a^ 
^ath brought in tnpre Rent to the Praife and Gl^h. 
xy of their Blefled Head^ than may to tbe fiirtheft: 
conipenfe all Riat Blood of tbe Saints there, though 
highly PreciOHs m tlft Ej/ts of the J/frd* XVII. We 
have feen likewife the Blood and Cruelty jo^ latc^ 
againft tbe Proteftants in BobemiSf in«a (liori? time 
moft Vifibly returned on the Author? thereof, and 
bow the immediate Finger of God might be (een in 
qiUing fqrth the Svfe£is to avenge the (ame, and 
in that deflating ftroak which followed in QertML'^ 
ij;. XVIIL We have feen in thefe late Times tbe 
Iflue of that horrid Maffacrt on tbe Protejlants im 
Ireland jio the utter ruine(in a very few years after, Ji 
of that Barbarous Party^ who bad thus aded here« 
in. XIX. We have feen what wonderful Provi- 
dences did attend the a£^ings of |hat poor baqdful 
of Tfete^ani{ in the P'alkfs q PuJnm^ ftnce the Re^ 
forfnction^ upon the account of that Bloody Msff^- 
^re which was (et on foot there againft them, which 
was (b aftoniibing as all might (ee an extfac^rdtoarf 
Appearance of the Lord herein, as is clearly atte- 
fted by the moft Faithful Hiftories of that time* 
XX. And can it. be forgot unto thb day^ bow vifi^ 
bly a divine Hand did appear in breaking that great 
i^fanijh Armaioy in the Yea^ ifSS. which bad 
been for (bme years in Contriving againft E^^^ 
Xani. XXI. Aftonifliingi and fpecially Demon- 
j(trative of the immc4iate Power and Prefence of 
God, and matter of Wonder and Ptaife al(b for. 
•ftcr Ages, ^a? that (blemn time of the Refcrm^t' 
tm of th^ church iff Scotli^nJ^ for plai|ting the Re^ 
^orm^i Religion there j with tl^V^^ aqd'onen^fiof;^ 
■/; ■• ' ' ■'■'■ ^" ;'•;.'" ^•Z ■ Spiritg^ 
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Spirit, a» did then appear in all ranks to Imbraee 
and adhere to the ProfeiSion thereof, aroidft the 
greateflt threatnings of t^eir Adverfaries ; (b as a/eu^ 
Tears (^d bring forth that, which would have Teem- 
ed ftrangt for an Agt to accompliflii yft that wo 
find betwixt the laft Manyr for the Truth there, 
who was burnt at Sr. Andrews^ ^5$^ >nd the efta 
bliflbment of the Prottftant Riligton^ and full abo« 
lifliment of Popery^ with the full Concurrence of 
Civil jiutlmity herein, in July i ^^o.- was but Iit« 
tie above two Years, to (hew what great things 
the Lord can do| above all'; Humane Council or 
ConBdence. XXII. It's fure we have feen in whae 
remarkable degrees thafe lafl trials of the Holjr 
Judgment of God, h^ve taken place on the King-i 
dom oiAnticbrifiy and how Confpicuous the Event 
hath been of that Prophesy^ aTheC x.8. in thefe 
great V&t&s and Confumption thereof by the Mini* 
ftry of the Gofpel, as an affured Pledge of the full 
Accomplifhmentof what remains herein. XXIII. And 
as every ftep of the Churches Rile, bath been ftill 
^Mvanced in a continued Conflict betwixt the TrutB 
and Amicbrijl^ fo have we (^ill (een, when xhe AP 
iault and Qppo&ion hath been greateft, its mod re-p 
markable tendency to a greater Vi6bory ; which 
were it rightly confidered upon clear and folid 
grounds from the Scripture, the moftTormidableap* 
pearances of Trouble from this Adversary would 
with more Comfort than Fear this day be looked 
on ^ (b that whatever be the neareft and moft in}« 
mediate events, yet is it fure, as the Lord is true^ 
^whoie Word is^pafled hereoa,)that whofoever givea 
their Power and Strength to fupport that Intereft 
c^Atitichrifi (hall lole the day, and fmd their Caufe, 
F ^ dcfpc- 
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defperate, for the party whh whom they eonl^ 
herein is the Son of God, againft wbpm ao liinnaiift 
Power (hall erer be able to ftand. Thefe are bat a 
fewt which are here mentioned, of the gre^ ^S$ 
pf ourGodf in behalf of .his Truth/ to be ftill as 
prefent ia our fi^c, in a time when the Spirits of 
many are ready to Stagger and Faint; aQd here 
mentioned, to lay no ftr^ or weight of t)^lHntkO'- 
thy of the Trtith and Doftrine of our Prol^effion 
thereon, but on the alone /{efr/^t^i^ of the Scrips 
turei bt^t they are fuch an ufideniable Seal for 
Confirming our Faith, and of fo known, PtiUick 
and famcus Evidence^ as (hould be no lefs conGde- 
red and taken to Heart nqw^ than in the time whep 
the Lord thus appeared herein. 

SECTION III, 

Qi}. \ T\ T^^t preftnt |udgment ateive CMSed 
V V fo have of tbisTtmi^f upon ckar 
and dffyredgromds from the Scripture i that ypemay 
know under what a(pe6): thereof^ the prefent Suae of 
Religion, and of the ^formed Churches is under ^ 
^henfo great a Crifis is this ddy>^ as ivould feem to 
be in the *vety Height <f its ConfiiB^ whether as ta 
Life gr Death ? 

Anf It is nb prefent Appearance of the time that 
inuflt Oited our Faitb^ nor (hould we either ftretch 
our Ecgrs or Expeftations of Things ^nii'Events^ 
beyond what the God ^ Truth doth warrand m 
his Word, but it's clear,. Jf we credit the fame, and 
admit the Divinity of the .New %fiamenty there is 
nojuft Caufe of Hefitatton or Darknefs as to what 
the Lord Is briDging foith for his Church now in 

thefe 
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tbcfe latter days; nor can there be any pretence, to ' 
.feek another L^hj (cither from the S/4ri above^ or 
the Diviners of this Time J whenfa woftil a Tracte 
hath got up in the World, that iDen wtlt thus go 
to the God if EkroUf although there were not a 
Co J in Ifrael, or (iich a thing, as his ipritten Ord^ 
cles to inquire at, when it's lure theft lie open, and 
with a clear and diftind (bund fpeak to all who 
hiave a Serious and Unprejudged Splriff L That 
the Church under the Nen^ Tepnmtnt hath now pa(^ 
(ed and gone through that moft difinal ilnd continu- 
'ed 7r)rfi herein, which was to go over her Head 
under Antichrifls Re^ and Heigli, ^nd whatever 
appearance he now hath in great Wrath, yet is it 
(lire and evident that the Winter is pafi and the 
churches S^r^^ begun j and a few fteps further off, 
that Judgment whrach is now haftning on, will at 
length end the quarrd ; (b that by a near convcrfe 
with the Word, We may clearly (ee from what jw/nt 
the Chwrches courfe and motion thb day lies, and 
how exadly it keeps^ in the Certainty thereof, by 
the clear ConduB of the Scrffturej of Truth, where 
a full Map of her whole Ceurfe and Pa0age through 
Time is cleady 'ftewed. IK Th^ we may now with 
feme clear Evidence Judge, and have our Faith per- 
fwaded hereof, that the Churches Inrereft is upon the 
rifis^ Hand^ and on a prefent Advance, though no- 
thing would (eem more Contradidory than all V1& 
ble grounds now are ; fince this cannot fail, fohn 

t, go. That Jifus Chrifi i« his Kingdom in the 
arth mufi Increafe ; yea that the Scripture (b clear* 
ly Points forth Antichrifts Ruine and Progre(s of 
his fall and downoilHng, with re(emblance to that 
great Judgment on Fharaot^^n evident Tjpe here« 
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jD^ 1 in the fame judicial flroab of hJuMim, om 
i)otb, and grsdnal Progreft hen^in by ooc Pfagttf 
^frer another, until the laft gnd greateft Ai&ulr, as 
was then at the Red $ea, bath & fame cScSt for 
in more i;lorious appearance of Codg in the greateft 
ftepof Judgmentt and Vii^ory over this Adverfary^ 
when not only the5m^ ^Mofes, but of ^ Lamk 
nKb^ (hall be then fumg^ Rev. x y. }« as importing 
ibm^thing more glorious and a greater brightnefi to 
be put on this lUufirious AS if Divine Juigmem^ 
referred lo the(e lall times^ wlwn a more immeJiate 
Appearance of the Lord will be (een, than in any 
former deliverances of bis Church. IIL It is no Conr 
je£lural thing* but what by a clear Scripture Con- 
duct we may (ee, that this time of the CiHrci^ no^ 
under fo notable a Crifis in her CibSc^ is evidently 
falling under that Remarkahk AJfault and Confli^^ 
with that Adverlary, before the accomplishing of chat 
Viat on bis Seat and Tbrcrif^ as we may fee Rev.x 7. 
13, 14. That when (b p>n(bicuousa ftepof tb^ 
Cburchei ViBory is near \ the Oppoiition thereto al- 
fo will b^ in fom^ higher degree proportionable 
to the fame, when the gaeat men of the Earthy and 
fuch who fliall receiif^ Pomr as Kings^ m$e bom with 
tbeBtaJf, (hall have one Mind, and give their Power 
and Strmgtb thereto^ znd (hall make War with the 
Lamby but the Lamb {hall overcome them^ for be is^ 
King of icings and Lord of Lords ^ See. Nor is it 
found through the Scripture where the Lord hath 
done any great thing for his Church, but (bmeun- 
ufual darknefs, ^ndTfore-wrefilingshzvt fiill gone be- 
fore, and fhould be no matter of ftaggering to our 
faith, (whatever it beefprefent Fears, J to fee [b 
^iim^X a Jir^e of Tryd{ as aow is^ and amazing 
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tieighth of trouble Wond what former timei have 
known, when one of the jfrM/r/? events' of Provir 
dence in behalf of the Church, fincethe revealing 
of Chrifi to the World, until his feconJ cowing^ is 
afliiredly near in the fall and overthrow of the man 
cfSiff^ IV, We have clear ground alfo to judge, 
that (b great an Eclipfe as (eems alinoft Univerfally 
over the State of the Reformed Churches^ is no go- 
ing down of the Sun thereon, (whatever did befal tfife 
moil hmoMsEafiem Chmcbes to an utter diflipati* 
on thereof}) if thefe different J^eriWi of time be juft- 
ly con(idered, bow their Sun^fet did then fall in witH 
the Unify of that great Afofiacy of the Chrifti^ 
Church and with that long and difmal Night oiArh 
tichrifis Reign ; whilft now this hour of Trial on 
the Churehes, doth meet in that bleffcd Period (f 
Antichrifts begun fai^ and of a growing; Light of 
the Gofpel, and when the Serif ture fb clearly war- 
rants our Faith herein^ ehat the Work of Provi- 
dence is to Plant ^ and not cut offj but to bring for- 
ward that Intereft of the Reformed Churcbes^ m the 
founding of which the Mediator bath fb eminently 
appeared in the Glory' of his Power in thefe lafi 
times. V. ft is (ure we now live in the Evening, 
and Extremity of time, when the motions of Pro-^^ 
vidence maybe expeSed to be more quick and fpee- 
dy, as being (6 near the Centre, and to the laft £• 
focba^ and Period of atl Prof bet ick Chronology -^ 
Wherein the Glory of God in his Truth arid Faitb- 
ftilnefi (hall moft eminendy Ihine forth, and thefe 
Scripture Truths which were formerly dark and ab- 
firuie, with that Evidence fliine forth in the event, 
as (haH cauie men to wonder at their Former thoughts 
a&d ftumblings thereat. Anil here I miiftfay, that 
4» , - there 
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there is fuch a Gght now in the Earth, as the Ra^ 
mjh Cimnb^ in irs Com(riex frame and ftate, in (b 
different a mold caft from any Power or Juri0i6iion 
elfe, and fuch a Compound of a Civile and SfMtu* 
al Monarchy in one and the fame Perfbn, tg (b fo- 
lemn and undeniable a Seal to the Chriftian Fakh^ 
and Dignity of the New Tefiament ; that it's ftrange 
why this is not improved more, againft the Atbe^ 
ifm of this time, that fuch a vifible event of the 
Scripture is now in bdbg, which was fo clearly 
foretold by the Holy Ghofi ijoo. years ago, with 
its proper Circumftapces, as to the manner of that 
Antiobri^ian fiate^ with its Rife^ Growth^ and Dn- 
ration^ as is to Admiration ftill evident to the World, 
when not the leaft fhaddow or appearance of fo 
ftrange Future Emergencies was to be feen or could 
have entred mens Thoughts ; to fliew it only 
could be revealed to the Church by him, to whom 
all his Works are known from the Beginning. This 
\ have looked on, as fuchr a Ccnfirwation to the^ 
Truth of Chriftianicy, that no Miracles in the firft 
times of the Churcl^ could have more evidence for 
the fame ^ ye% if fuch a party were not in baing, 
both what it now is and in former* Ages hath been^ 
J^ might in another manner ftagger the Faith of the 
Saints, to a queftioning the Truth ef the Scripture, 
th^n its moft formidable appearance this day can 
do, V^ I (hall but add here, that we know and 
are fure the Lord hath refef vcd his greateft works 
to thefe latter days, wherein his Judgments (hall be 
tnanifeft ; and that one of the moft eminent Manife-, 
ftations of his Glory before the clofe of time (hall 
he Confpicuous in the fall of Antkhrifiy on whofe 
ir^ines that Glorious Ue^ft which Chrift is yet to 
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have for himfelf both oijtws md Gentiksj (hall 
be prepared and builc up; and though this great 
Eciipje pf. Anticbrifium Darknefs^ fhould yet more 
prevail, even over the vIGble ProfefSon oE the 
ICtxxlhm^tChufcbesqi Brittun^ ind Ireland^ there 
13 no caufe to be daggered in the Faith aiRomtsfih 
tal Period^ being near, but Co look hereon accor- 
ding to the Scripti!kre, as the laft attempt of that 
wqui|ded Adverfiury, which wi\i be found m the 
]0ue tob<^e themoft kmmdiate Connexion with 
bis greatfefl: downfal, and the Revk4ng Glory of 
the €birck s for firong u the Lord God who ]udge$b 
her. 

. , SECTION IV. 

Qu. \7\T^^^ i^ fpecially called for, in tlk 
V V day 9 of fucb as are accomtabUfor 
fo great a Talent of Lights andConfirm^ionsto our 
Faith f 

Anf If this were (uitably taken to Heart, we 
could not but reckon our felves under the greateft 
excitement and cat^ to fuch an improvement here^ 
of, 

I. That we account it not enough to have a Fakb^ 
for quieting our own Spirits, but alfo to confirm o* 
thers, hy putting to our Seal that Cod is truet in the 
gr^at Afiurancesof his Word, and to SanclifkMm 
before the World i which is (b important a Duty, ai 
the Lord was wroth even with a Mofet^ and ^aron 
for one (hort<oming, when he called for the fame, 
Numb^ 2.o« 12. and it's fure in no time was fuch a 
fpecial truft morerepo(ed tbereoRi than in this Age» 

both 
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l>oth ss at publkk D^bt oh tbe Cburcb^ ind 
Vetfonil dfi each Chriftian, how to wicnefi for 
the Lord, upon that great Intereft of his Faith* 
fdinefi &nd for Tranfrtilcting the (ame , to the 
Ages to come, by a Confirmatory Seal, aod Te- 
ftimony thereto. ^ 

it. To reckon our (elves alfb undi^ (pmt more 
dian brdinary caB this dayi (each iii th^ir pij^nt 
Capatity add Station, ) to appear for the C?r€M$ 
of fhe Truth, SLtidfiemp^ Co vifible and impetuous a 
79ir; as i$ now runrang cf Jijlrufii and of a (fiftrc- 
datable /4iii/i^/} ^ for ic ii^ay ^e i^d^ never was the 
CbMr€b under the New Tefiament (b remdrkablf 
held under fach a Trial, as that wherein the Lord 
d\6 pr^iHiht Church of tfrail^ Nu^^b. 14. Or had 
a more evident refeo^blance thereto, in the (ame 
Circamftances as in this day, if they were (eriodfly 
pondered ; As L How in the fame manner, fucha 
falle and ivil report is too Viiibly raifed upon the 
blefl: ways of the Lord, to difcourage and faint the 
Spirits of his People, as was then by the Sffes^ that 
there were infuperablo difficulties in the way of the 
Promife^ by Reafon of the AnaJums^ and of their 
wsied Cities^ and did thus oppo(e the Qredit of 
Sinfey to all thefe jifjurances which God hdi given 
to their Faith. II. That this highly dtfhonourable 
Cowardice and Difrufi did (b (tVL<^ on that People, 
as was like to refolve in a vilible revolt, and to cry 
for a Leader to go kack to Egypt again 5 which a* 
mongft too many in this time may be juftly feared. 
IIL That this was after fudi extraordinary Confirm 
matiom which the Lord had given to the Faith of 
his .Church then^ who had by his own immediate and 

opt- 
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tmti^ftretcted faarici) lb latefy biteaght tfacm otftof 
the Ho»fe afBondage^ and from the Iron furnace ik 
Egfpt^ as rcndred their misbelief to be a guilt un- 
der fuch Aggravations3 as the Holy God did in tint 
roanner, plead^ Verjl %%, Thtfe ten times have th^ 
tempted mcy who have feen my Ghfy and my M^ 
^0clesi wbkbldidiMiheWiUemefii^c. IV; But 
herein we hope, and iure Confidently (iire of a blaP* 
fed Diffmkj in this refembtance, ai to the numenrnf* 
nefs of fiich^ who (hall be found of the Reformed 
CMHTcbes^ to A£i; fonxtbing of that part, which 
thefe Heroick Witm^u^ Caleh and J(fma did ; and 
were,theti put to ftand alone therein ; who through 
Grrace (hall yet appear with (bnae meafure of that 
Spirit, and withfland (b high a Tide of fears, di^ 
couraj^ment and unbelief as is at this day^ and 
thus to plead againft thciiUneas tbefe did, Num^ 
14. 9. ,lf Uie L^ delight in us, then let us not re« 
bei againft him, neither fear the greateft diflicultiei 
that can be in the way,^ dte. V, And is not the 
fame Precedent of Pravidoice, of (b fingular a re- 
fpcQ: a» (he Lord did th^ teftifie to his Cslet and 
Joptua ( who were of afk>tier Spirit in following 
him fuUj^ in that day ) a continued Affiirance, for 
all who (hall be helped to any honourable appear 
ranee of this kind^ by making them (ee, and inhe- 
rit the Tnith of his Promi(e ; yea that fuch a reG- 
due as out-lives this great and amazing ftorm (hall 
have fomething of that Teftimony to bear al(b, 
which Caleb gave, Jof^. 14. S^ lo. My Brethren 
iijtbicb went up with me made the Heart of tbe Peo^ 
fie faints but I fnUj followed tbe Lard my God^ and 
leMse; beboU $bit Jmd bgfb kept m^ sliver Sec, O 
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buls are r$tred with thttHoly 
ftand up in this great breach, 
m of thcit Fairhj afid Wicnefs 
f God, as (iich great and cx« 
tions, ^iveh thereto, now call 

I (jpedal Daties of this day we 
* toff how to ftenom thii high 
^ejudtccj and Refroacb%^m& 
which in (ome unufualway is 
b; I andby Manifcftattonofthc 
more awful regard hereof on 
: they may lee ibmething of the 
I, atid in what manner it main- 
10 way elfecan poflibly claim; 
one to be the true and genu* 
wbo imbrace not the &me up- 
b refped to its Tntrinfick Excels 
r does Judge the Intereft of Re- 
mher, and folly where this is. 
^s that end to have men in« 
ijHanSy that they may be true 
nts J and therefore can admit 
ny bale Compliance with the 
I of Men, which its Principles 
Vhich in its courfe is ever re^ 
according to the Rule of an 
\€rnal Tfutb^ without depen- 
aan herein, or any mutable Re- 
c, in. Which doth With the 
forth in the Brigbteft Lights 
jr the clear eft Knvwledii j yea 
luiefi, and opejnefi of Heart, 

io^ 
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•o^r^i afly commends it (elf; & tbattbQ Worlcl 
may fee, it clpoufeth not mens jifiSion^ t>efore it - 
gains on their Ccnfiience j and ic hath their' I^dgc* 
mem $kcd on a judicious Tryal, before their Refo- 
liition; nor accounts the Truth of Religion, can 
ever fu})6lt by ap external fiew .and rroteflion, 
without its known fiviJence and the Efficacy there- 
of oti mens Souisi IV, .Which fincerclj, follows 
the^ C^^p//V;6 htmfi ^ Chrifiianity andpublick < 
good of Mankind, in promoting the great Ends of 
tbi dofpetj (b as the World ' may fee its faigheft In- 
tent is to exalt all Divine I^itutionsy and advance 
the Simfltcity^ and Spirituality of Goffd Admbti" 
firationsy ( acicording to the revealed Rule) amongft 
Men, as that which doth moft nearly concern the 
Pitals if Religion and an Inward tife of Communi- 
on with God.' V« Which Pleads an Impartial. 
Tryal of all its Adverlaries, whether the Principles 
^#f <Kif fftftffim or of Fifef^, give the greateft Seca- 
rlty to Civtl Government^ and founds the (Irongeft 
Obligations to Magifiracy and to all Civile and Mo^^ 
ral Duties^ by which the awe and venerable efteem 
of Religion is kept up In a Nation. 4t is high time 
that men (hould ceafe to be implicite, and become 
exprefs upon this greateft Intereft they have with- 
in time, which is the Truth of their Profeilion in the 
matter of Religion!; when a Deceit oriMiftake here 
is of i» Eternal ^ikeifil:*^Upon which accoOnr^ ^ 
without refpe£i: to Intereft, Party, or Education, 
I have this day (ought to know the Troth, and 
what Adverfaries could poffiWy pretend, to Re- ' 
poachy or Prejudge any for the Reformed Ktligion ; 
All they can do, is but to charge mens Corrupti- 

G oa 

Digitized by Google 



^1 



^?rw^ 



on and OBeiioes b their Praflice, iipon the jRiA 
and frmcifiu of tbeir frrfeffm^ that can never ghre 
the haM I^iff^€f or C^nnitance thereto, hut if 
cImrMS tie Smy when on the other hand I oafdd 
Imow no other way, to tmbraoe (iich a Profeffion, 
a< F^/f hut by turning ^fc^t in the Jirft 
Fkcit and then quitting both Religim and Rerfm at 
once : But I can fiy, in a ttSAmt Adherence to the 
Do^ne of the RffrmdCbursif I &ar not to ad- 
yeqiurenqrSodl, and enter inio an Ee$malSt«e« 
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IDEA, 

Of the Gonfirmcd State of a Chri-' 
llian in Difoui aod Shaking 
Times. 

THo' die Metfiire of all Chnftum t^^ 
bUfhmem m the Truth be not alikr^ 
hi$ muft hayere%e& to t)iqr di&rent 
Trisli^ T^^th 9^ Jmfttnmmi for 
this raid } jffec jo^ it quife Aftouiflir 
sMpiCtoleej howcareaojrSti^yofthbkmdiiiiow 
tobefpupd, Wbeoit^tnotoQljroiieQf tbehiglw 
f ^owocnt of ChrifiUmuj^ jbut in a moit thao of* 
dinwrf 19^ «9^ fpTf !is ibe W^itkiftlm 44f } ?e»^ 
being this is fi pt^t pf ^igion^ whicfai feenis leaft^ 
iiMrof ed of 1107, for the pwt gmfitd Stste 1^ Pro* 
feffimi mfbm the Chrcb j un^ ioxat Conridioa 
hqrepff was this Eilay deiigned $ wherein with hum*^ 
Ue Gmfidence ( I may fay ) the Trmb hath been 
(onj^t with th^t Serious Enquiry bto the t^mreef 
i^ ihnigs be)d foi;th, ^ I judged needful for (itdi^ 
who.ha^e fo great im Intprefl, ^ Adventure not 
only through 7W, but rQrall^r<r«wiy, to fiipporc 
thmiielves upon the alone Qertainty hereof) ,and 
tro ihefe daf$ fif Trisl^ which wenowiee. pafi owtt 
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this GenerSiim^ it may \k found this wai not onfia^ 
(bnabk, or without caufi dkc£ted to fucb a ticoei 
if the Lord gracioufly ble(s the (ame ^ nor will it 
( I hope ^ be found unncceflary to prefeni yet fur- 
ther, (bmr dear prQfpe£k oF a Copfirmed ^ate in Rt' 
f^ion, and what thole oug^t to be, who wh Light, 
and MBuiranc^df Mindafe* Wke to foMmiii Zml 
fuBjfj in (iich a day } which is here offered in a fe^en 
fdi CbufoBer^ un^r which a trriy Comfimed Chir 
fitofth ibe Truth of bis Ffcfejfm may be Stated. 

CHAMCXmXMe is ope w>bo ^b sm^ 
ther Sence^ and Impreffion rfthisgrest Sftufy fn^ at- 
taining to a Confirmed Stste in Religum^ and is oo 
b^bergrouftds prejfedto foUowjbe fsftf^ ijwn mof 
IftbeVtfible Clurcb do affrebendi and mould be 
ihus Cpnfidered. 

- I. As one ro whom the Ghfy ef the Cbriftim 
Trefeflion h in the higltt^ft D^^ dear^ and who 
Would hive the World fee^ that Ibch as imbrace the 
ftme, and do moft faljy Adrentare; on the Tcfti- 
mony of God in his Word, arc thofo who watt 
on the higheft Principles of ttue, and enUgbtmi 
Reafm^ yea, who take deeply to Heart that Obli- 
gatton Which is on all; who defire to advance the 
Repute^ and Honom (f tbe Ttntb^ to be in fiich 
Serins therewith upon its own Evideftee^ thftt they 
may know how to Confute and Shame jitbeiftiy 
and /fifidels^ if called thereunto. 

2. Whofecalfo, thatluch is the State of /«/k 
Mof^ as ftands in need of all the Contrilmtions tfaac^ 
can bt, not only to ftrengthen the Cbriftians Faidt 
to bear one againft the ftrong AflauUs of Jnfideb^i 
but to gain alfo more Credit Md Veneratien to the 
'Truth,with diofe who are not cafily dealtrwich^but by 
^ ' '^^" ' ,^ , -fiicb 
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fiich meiri$s is bear fiune <:ongt$ity U Hnif Ndtkrd 
-L^ttf and Reafm \ for which end the Lord bath 
aflbrded his Minifterial helps, to render the Unbe- 
lief of the World, and a)! pretence of Hefitttion a* 
bouc his Truth more inexcu&ble. 

3. He alfb (ees^ thac the mod importanr, and 
FmJamprtal Truths of Chrlfttanityj need the great* 
eft C<nifirmatum in bis Faith ; and thofe who enter^ 
iatQ.(b high and difcritninatiog a Profeffioo ffom the 
xefidue of the World,iieed to know in what manner 
they embrace the lame^ He fees thac the natural Or- 
der &f things does abfolurely require to have the Fotm^ ; 
Jatien Cure laid, on wbiqh fo great a fuperfirtsBun 
wuft reft, fo as he judgcth it a Work by itjflf,tind to 
seed fbme peculiar retiring his Soul in the moft feri* 
0118 reeefs^ and Compofure thereof, to attain a fted^ 
fafinefs in the Truth, and to know the ftrong and 
^rm Conveyances of chat greatcft Mjfterj^oi the Go- 
ipe\^ in fucb a manner, as needs not a new A^i** 
racle to Confirm the fame. But be knows tha( 
no (barpn^fs of ifteas Natttral Underfian^ng Zr 
bout the Truth can ever accain a true Rep, andSet-^ 
tlement of Mind therein, withouc ^n bumble^ and 
ferious Spirit ftooping down before the Wifdom of 
God, and entring as a littU Child into his School 1 
and by that humble PraQi^e^ and Obedience pf tho 
Gofpel, there is an, undoubted coming up to the 
greatefl Afturance and clearefi Demonfirations of the 
famey zsjob.y. 17. 

4 He knows that as nothing tends more to (bake 
Mens Spirits, and ftaggcr them about the Truth, 
than a tight and Tranfient View hereof, fo does the 
greaceft Efiablifhment follow, on the neareft ap- 
proach by Hj^p andpfiom Enquiry about the fame | 
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indfaecltftrlyibes tbatif (tmhwhokxik but i( $ 
Ji/lame oa the waj of Religton, dki but once xmoe 
to htve their Spirits exceed In a more (erious Refle- 
^on thereon, the fiif nmw they flxmld haw, 
could not but be matter of Wonder, and Amaze- 
ment; to think wiuu can fupport a Soul in fo mar* 
▼elknis a way as the lAft and traSice 4ifChfiftimmtj\ 
Which is to yfiSkAy above Nature, aiu) that when- 
in they muft do vvAenct to the fime} wheieki they 
muft pmr$ mtb the Mdkitude, mJ ofpofetbemfilvis 
U thtftrtmgtp Thle offoample, md mufi endure aU 
To in Hope, and iekevefir tbrngsfrnfim^ ( whick 
were never the Ob^ of Humane Sence^ to any it 
this Earth ; and are oft called to part with the moft 
defirable thii^ of SetMt upon 'the alone Credit of 
their Fakb% yea, wherein they muft enter that 
VtoMBon^ on no other Tm9$s^ than to be M^Hyti 
fortbefimi^ m^SuUkmib their BM\ (b that 
be muft nedds (ee a Chrifllan accordmg to the RmU 
and In/fkmHmoftbe G^t to be the greateft RU- 
Jk^ and WMer of atny fight within time } but 
when (itch come moretiofe and near upon thb 7rj« 
#/, and have emcc vndti^ood the Ndtwri and gnrn- 
9efs rftba$ Sicmih whkAi thefe Uve to adventure 
on, and what {s the Glory of their Hdfe^ and the 
fiire Spring of their Sik>^, for their Work and 
Triab within time j then wiU this fecmi wmJer 
un({)eakably exceed tbe)&jf ; how it's pofliUe that 
fucb are not of amore r0ifeJf and tnlairgfd Smi^ m 
the (ervke of the Go^, in that Ibort feaum tbey 
have here for it on the i^rth, and how thdr di|n> 
culty flioqld not be more, tb UaYibt J^j rffigrt^t 
d Trofpeff^ MJExp0Mo$f^ than to tear My pre- 
fect Qtkh apd TroQbles. Yea bow a mm Uk^ 
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who Indeed fincerely makes the Ghriftian Profeili* 
on, 18 not in fome more continued tr^fport of rs^ 
v'^hmmt mU wmierin^ to know that they are (iirt< 
ly made for tbclr Etemsl State in another Worlds 
and are among thofey onwhomthe^/drie^tti&^ihath 
cholen to have the exceeding Riches of his Grace 
(hewed forth^ in the Regims (fBkfftJnefs aboVe for 
tver. 

5. He hath another fight and profpe^l of the 
Chriftisn CreeJf than moft who give an eafie A&nc 
thereunto ; and hath his Realbn fo daded with the 
ViiViUtkntrftieGiffil^ and of the Wonders thereof 
as hath put him to fuch an Exercifeas that %Cbr9n. 
6. 1 8. How to Credit his Eyes therewith, the more 
deep ReflidUon he hath upm the fiune \ Bat will 
Ceain very ietdiweli mtb mem m the Earth} 
He judgeth chat they, ^ho after (bme fiuQua,^ 
ting fiifpence, are admitted to (ee the Truth of 
Qiriftianity, with that Certamty efits EvUenee^ at 
the greatnefi of (uch a difcovery does require ; majt 
have ibme refemblance to that tranfport which the 
^f^ek had a^ the ^ Creatimi wim the Mbm^ 
it^ Start Sm^ t$getber^ aiul the Sens ef God 
fi^tdferjaji Coke themlelves thus, who wer^ 
brought out of pore nothings eotred into that inef* 
£ible Light ef leeing God, and aUb their own blef- 
(edneft in him, in (0 high a degree. So that he 
accooatf it one of the higheft Attammenrs of Aeligi- 
0O9 for zCbrifiiatt mdad to keUeve the Articles if 
bis fm/nV0th^ and b^e bia Soul as fully perfwaded 
hereof, as of his being; riiat fudi a time afluredljr 
was^ (mid is now many Ages fince pafi,) when the 
gkri^s Rgdeemer eftbe, cStrch^ tho femU Perfatt ef 
ti$ Godbia4 cme dm^t from Heaven^ and was re- 
G 4 vealed 
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sealed ib our Nature 5 that on him, is Suretj to 
Divine Jufticem the room of the El0 Church, 
Was the whole Guik, and Si^ thereof transferred $ 
and in this marvellous way did the Holy God take 
SatisfaBion to Himfelf^ hj Htmfilf^ that thus our 
Nature is exalted^ by the Incarnation cf Qbrifi a? 
bove the Ntf/ttr« cf jingelt^ that the time is near 
when the meaneft afflided Chriftian, (hall take in 
no other j4ir^ than the Breathings ot the higher Va- 
radife above, and now hath an Eternity of Joy, and 
BrefledneG before him; that within a very little 
time he fliall know this welcome of oat bleft Redeem* 
cr tb his Followers here on the^Earth, Comeje bUf- 
fed of mj Father inherit the Kif^dom, &c. When 
hp Dball take off the Crofs^ anoptit on the C/awn^ 
when it fliall be then noTnorc a matter of Faitb'^ 
but of SencCy to be Partaket of that fitheritancewiih 
fh^' Saints in Light ; and know tbofc Proper Man- 
fions in that State of Glory, and pecotiar jiffignmiM 
ihcreuntOj which all the Redeemed fliall then have | 
and be put in the (ame rank with the F.leB Angels % 
$6 be as thofe yure flames of Love^ and Joy • yea 
know what ir is to walk in the Streets of the i^iy 
Jerufalem which arc as Ge?W, Tranfparent as Chri" 
fial J and what that meeting^tl be of hh Soul 
TerfeSed^ and in a Triumfhant Sfate^ with his Gii?- 
rifed Sody^ railed incorruptible, ^nd never tb part 
any more $ anid to have his proper (kare of that 
blef&d and greateft Solemnity^ that fhall be cekbra** 
ted in Heaven 5 the Marriage S tipper of the Lamk^ 
^jth the whole Triumphant Church $ and heat 
that honourable account which thejreat Judge wiW 
then make of thefe Trials^ hit fi^itb, and fliarp 
copfilJ^s which he had gone through within time ; 

with 
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With tbat filemn Tefiintony of jlppYthaticMy which 
will be given hereof I And fince it's fore chefe grtM 
things muft be a part of the Ckriflian Paith ; can it 
be ftrange, that luch, at would in that manner con- 
vcrfc therewith ( tho they be not yet fecn ) as no 
le(s undoubted Reahtiis xbftn any prefent OijeSs cf 
Senfcy cannot be etGly &ti^fied with a low degree 
of Evidence and Cenfirmation of their Jtidgment; 
but would have their Joy perfec):ed fo far as this 
State of' Mortality can bear ; and fo find it eaGe to 
Rejoice J and Glory in Tribulatumi and to weep now 
for a Seafon, who arc to rejoyce for ever j yea to 
fay in the Words of Mefbihofheth^ Let them take j 
it all, and enjoy the fame, Gnce he who is their i 
JUfe^ and Exceeding Jojy laves and Reigns^ who is i 
Infinitely better to them than all thefe things. 

6. He accounts the Strengtbning of his Faitb^ to 
be fiich a concern, not only as it is his Souls jidven^ 
turefor all Etemifyy but as the bighefi way of Glori' 
fjing God here : That whatever tends to a more full 
Confirmation of the (ame, he reckons al(b one of 
the greateft Additions to his Joy and Comfort with-* 
in time ^ and that thefe manifold Afjifiancts ( with 
fuch keduflieation thtr^f) which the Lord hath 
hirofclf given for this end, are fuch tbat no Frag- 
ntents of fo rich a Talent fhould he loft ; and tho he 
knowsthegreateft Pei»w3i/?rtf/ii»i/ of our Faith can 
add nothing to the Certainty of Divine Truth in it 
felf ; yet are they thus given in regard of the ftrong 
Trials of a Chriflians Life, and of what iheiir weak* 
neffes ftand in need of for fupport, 

7. It's in this Study, heiees and takes to Hearr, 
ho^ not only the Cmditim of Man in the Earth, 
biit^he Profeffion cfChrifi alfo calls for (iich a rec- 
koning, 
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konifig, fUmt be may H^c fr^ls in that miiaer di. 
fpcnfedy rbat no wfiUi refygt wiii be found in the 
itat to ftand by hioHintt all mimane Comfort aod A(^ 
fiftance will fail h]ai»(b tbarhemuftncedt lay mBal- 
laft now in itt Seafoo, and be ficHmded ibereon widi 
that A&rance of Judgment, ai k needful ior thac 
, Dafy when be muft either get ibroiigb in th^ alone 
waj of BJmmgy agabft Semu or Peri^. And 
tbo no fucb Atratoments of Light oan bear out then, 
without pieienr^ and inmiedSte hfimmi$ from t- 

UbiCbfifiiMtSl90tgfh1^ jret doeibefee alCi^ tin 
want ot an eftabllfied judgment^ and of fome poptr 
Jtuk laid up of Atis^ and Affif^mcei this way a- 
igainft a fliarp Storm, is like toinake fsdvwk 4* 
mtmg the ftcftjfmts <if thh Agt^ ete tbOuTtiab of 
j^h a rime have doile their work. 

8« He fees alfo how the greaieft C0ii$fi$ which 
k this day in the World, is tetwixt G$it mU Aim^ 
upon the Ttmh aniAjJitrance ^bis Wmi'^ and that 
the higheft Trud^ and Prok4tim 4^0 Cbriftuoh VBk 
which all the Truds of hii Life do ftiU meet^ may 
ibe refolded here \ if they receive iht Tufiim&ftf If 
0ei in his Word as an abfolmt Seatriiy to r^lie oa^ 
yea or iior« And tho this is the pecdiar Glory or 
the anfy'troi Cod, to have an abfolute Dtfmi^m^ of 
his whole Work on hin^lf, and to be the tf&nr 
fuentn tfhis Peoples reft j* yet tnay nothing be more 
eviden' , than rhat with moft ho bears that Name, of 
heiffg tbeip truft j when the wh(^ burden and weight 
thereof lies alone upon viiible i3[rounds ; (b that thole 
fmdsy emi prcmifes which he hath hioiiSdf given un* 
ro men* do bear no more Credit, than they have 
fome Emtrnal Suretj if mtbt Egrtbf which tbey 

fitU 
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ftiH lode afcer, to ftand as it were good sad fej 
Jikkfoi the ftmet which is the higbeft Indignnj 
be o&red to the gtoriom Majefty of God, 

9. He dpesmacb take to Hean i^xsfrefent 
riodrftitm^ wherein the fla£luating fufpcnccy 
hshmg of ib maiiy imder a vifible Profeffion of 
Troth, is now one of the moft difmal Signs bei 

r^ * and that k fteois to be the time^ wherein the ] 
will in an unufiial way take thb Generation cflFi 
any imflkit$ Vr^tf^ of the fame ^ and when 
pm R9i of Fi/me Tnfejfm in all the Refoi 
Cbm^bis^ may be ere long in that manner calle 
each muft mifw^tolni &um Namt^flx^ be put to 1 
to the Vf4f9f before the World j when no Tem| 
Intereft^ but tntitnd hhtivts and Certainty o 
Truth iipcm its 01m Evidittcey mud bear one • 
yet that the moft eftabliflfp may ere long find i 
eafietobe kept firora Staggeriiig j and a few 
come in the Chnrdics way, more remarkable 
Trial^ than have been in fome ^ges before^ 

CHARACT- II. ji truly confkmd Chrij 
may be thus aMb ftated, as one who is in the 
^^ moft deeply taken up about that rare Pk 
Mms Ksiimfium ; and to fee thick great^ and \ 

^ dtrfulTtmbs tlme^ ^^fi^^J^ ^^^ aforty but in 

Harmmj^y Ordir^ and Cenfent iffMtbtfmt$ thi 
as fity ^t Imb tfigetbtr m tJ^s marveUoMs fr^ 
fim f9^ mske the wMe Me emire fkct. And wj 
of no pari does in die leaft interfere with ano 
Which he finds to be one of the m6ft frmeipal 
mmjhatims of this great Myftery of the Go 
which the Lord hath given (or Ccfifrmk^ hi$ 
pkt Faitfa« And thik in Mother maimer than 
iPKrly, cm be imw entertain hh Soul beitw 
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and have hk Jojr unfpeakaW/ hejgbtened, 1. To" 
fee at once the ruined State offailen M$n^ apd what 
a Flood-gate of all Evil is ler loofe on Adam Race^ 
not only Morally m 5i», but what is Penal in the 
Wce^ and MUcries thereof 3 yeaiiich aState, where 
all Hope of relief is for ever cut off in the way of 
Nature^ or by any created help ; and where th^ 
Execution of a Righteem Sentence on men for the 
voluntary Violation of a Latih^ Juft^ Holy 9xA 
Gaod^ can be no Impeachment ( in theleaft ) of the 
Righttoujnefs of God ^ Bit then there with he does 
fee (uph a relief brought to Light, as can not pnly 
anfwer (he whole extent of this ruin,, but the ^hry 
ofG^d oiore eminently difplayed thereiit, than if the 
Z.tfu^ had been obeyed, or atfoluuly, executed In its 
Penalty on the whole race of man. Yea, ( which ' 
makes this more wonderful,^ to fee a higher Diffefh 
fatten of Grace unto man, now uader the •Gofpei^ 
than was r6 Adam in bis Primitive State ; whereby 
innumerable Chriftians are made to endure ai)d pre- 
vail ovevfironger Ajfauht^ than tvoke him even in 
hii Integrity \ which is a thing (b marvellous, that 
the great and Infinite God only could find out and 
cSe6t it, %. He does now fee how clear aConfi- 
ftence and Harmony is bere, that he who bad no . 
Sin by Inhefion^ but. was Holy, harmlefs, and Un- 
defiled, ihould be under thd p^ttft freight of Sjn 
by Imputation ; and by the exac^eft Rule of Divide 
Juftice, be made liable to anfWier both the whole 
Duty^ and full Penalty of tie Lau^ ; having, n$ Sure- 
ty betwixt the Creditor and Debtor^ put himfelf in 
his Peogtet room, to anfwer the full demands there- 
of both for Debt^ and Duty. ^« It is here he d^ei 
|fe^ that bleft CQnfent and Harmof^ betwixt tb^^ 

fpot- 
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({>otlefi Jufiice ofGod^ and hit imrvtltous Gfaee \ 
(b as hi^ Ijove^ to the bigheft glorified, in that tnar-^^ 
velious way , which fecures the fuHand compleat Sa- 
tnfa£H6n of his Law^ and all the rights of Inviolable 
JafiiU. 4« Whilft he k thus dazled with the 
greatnefi offuch a Light, and put to entjuire what: 
ftrch a myftery can mean, he is then further led on 
td ^ that ran P/<?t and Q)ntrivance of th^ C^vt" 
mmi ofRecmciliatim between Gdd, and Man^ here 
within titae ; to be the very Dufltcate\ and Coun- 
ierfart of that Eternal TranfecSiion, and Stipulatim 
hetwten thi Father md the Son ; and thus (ecs what* 
ever God hath dcd^ired, and fromi^J in the former 
to bif Church, was firft fromifedy anJfecm^d to^our 
BkffedHeadin tbeOwnant 0/ Redemptim ^ where- 
in as with a ReVerend and Awful Difiance, iawkh 
the greareft EyidenCe of Light he is made to fee here 
thefe reciprocal OhH^aekns betwixt them, andimi- 
fttal Ttufi for makings good the whole Terms there- 
of in the appointed titiae. 5'. Me ^does al(b clearljr 
fee that rare Order ^ and Harmony of time in thefc 
Jfgn^ Periods of the Revelatbn of this great Myfte- 
ry of Chriff) whicb from its niore daii Dificovery, 
and Dawning, did ftiH nrore glorioufly open its felf 
to the Cbutebi by ti gradual Lights and unvailing 
of thefame^ as therS^ in its Courfe unto the 'per- 
feA day ; yerhe hath his Faith thus unfpeakably 
*' confirmed^ to fee herewith the Oofpel Church being 
ftiihhc fame, whither ofjews or Gentiles i and 
how that Serieiy artd Confem hath yet never been 
broken ofi fince the beginning of a Churcii cklkd 
forth from the Refidue of Mankind, (et a|>art as a 
peculiar People for the Lord ; where none ever had 
Right god Privikdge to be Members of the fame, 

but 
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hot bf Fshb m thi Mi00s, and Pkro&ffion of their 
Obedience to hit Lslwk 6. It b b ^s Unim 4mJ 
Harmmjy he (ecs all the Branches, and Parti of Go* 
fpel Obedience m^ftena^ty Aeer, and terminate, to 
Mlvftnce both tbegfeateft Excellencfand Bkjfe^tmfs 
rfMsn^ and ^ffimUt€h\mxaAmBU£Ubmf€0f 
G$d. Yea, bow all the Ridei, aod Preoepti there* 
of do ib entirelj Gon^re for tUi end* ai may €ao« 
ftffttn the World to fee^ and adnire the 6hrim$ 
Nstmiy and Perf$Bims ef him^ whofe Lan^i the6 
are, wherein he does fo brightly flune fiorth. yi^ 
om he look ferioiifljr herein, aod aoc fie that fweat 
§me$rd u a pace of thi^ Hiotm^ w)okk u betwixt 
the Frm^jiry^ md MmiMwy fm cf tk Gdfili 
fo at the Chriftiani Comfot b iDoft fiiUy e&^^ 
and 00 Duty aboliflied ; but the very Path-road to 
the moft full Enjoymcna oi the Promife^ and pro- 
per way to attain reft, and tnipqidUity of Spirir, mufl 
tie ever by taking on the yoi^of Chrift. 8« Ten 
(f to Confirm thb entire Unim, and Harmony oioc^ 
fully ,^ he now feet that ^e:es& and marvellouiOr- 
rePpoodence which b bccwixt liiat fitfl: Fmuhmmt^ 
Ftmrnft of the hk!^tiu aftd the Rvm^ betwixt all 
the Ancient Vtgwttt mi Tffe» of ibe LnmioM 
Sinmty and the Revelation of Chr^ timfdf^ 19 
wbidi all thele did meet at in their propor C^n^ 
and now ha\w their full End and JUMf$pIifbimnif. 
9, Hb Confirmation that growy to fee that wonder^ 
tut Confent of CifriJUmitf 9 «nd Native lefult Jbere- 
•f, tofmt ftllm msn madm f^ftun tc^Mdi Qodf 
tamsrJt Us Neigbhmrs^ mJ tewsrJs timfilfi (o at 
he may know by FMb and A4$r0kn how eo ieyifif 
God^ and hb Brother^ by i>v#j and thut by F0i- 
mctp M$ehi$fsj and Bumli^j^ to f^(f$ bis mm 
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Smtf ind enjoy htmfitf. i o. Yea it ii b thii itire 
tnd wonderhil fratpe, be it made to iee ( and na 
figbt can be like fkm ) that t%wBt correfpondenoe 
\rbidi k betwixt rbe Poufnlstim and Si^r/hmBmn^ 
howthcs^hokTmSrftbi G^ftlU but one Eotiie 
md Compleat mesHs t$ GlmBi G0J9 and refiifri fd^ 
knMmt»fim bigheft Bkflednefi? How chat ex- 
cellentStreaalof5iffi£^4rJf», does flow firooitbat 
Fountain Head of an Eternal Decree ; which doSi 
ftill ran under the Ground, until it ^r^ ifpat laft 
in the Heart of each Chrifthm, hj tht Ejfeamd CsU 
<fftb€ G$/feh aodthtn ram down through time un- 
til it lofe id filf in that unconceivable deep of Pttfi- 
Bim and Ghij. Tfaui ii tt that each Chriftian 
might attain feme h%ber tkfgnae^ CuifirmMtim in 
HsFaitif than moft fcem either to know« or look 
aftefy ifheonderftood more how tohnprore this 
rare eomfarm w^rkirfReligm by letting the great 
Troths and Principles thereof in their Order, aUd 
Dependancet fb as each mair be leen, in ksneccfia- 
iyC^ikrisrrewithother, ana under its pri^^^^. 
Sut the more deep Reflexion and Enquiry he hath 
lierdn^ he is the more made to wonder, and finds 
fhk one of the great Affiiults tohuFaith? that the 
MevelstmofCbri^9 mul Rt^mftim h Us Bhoi 
fhmldiaven$gregf0reffiSs this day Mmongjk men, 
and thtt the Cbtifum ffMd is not in fome orfier 
manner awakned with the Gkty of this I^^4 and 
preft after a larg^ (preading and Diffiifim or this 
b^befi and tmiverfal good t^ poor mankind ; Yea 
lAiemcmhe oonfiders this, it dothheigthen his A^ 
mazemeiit to think how mens defigns in the matter 
of Duty and Service for the Kmgdom of Cbrift, 
canbefoiiwwitlunraw^ whole i)rj%sii and iE/i^i 
* in 
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I In the dolb thereof are io ^i^£ m the m4tter 'of £^ 

joyment\ or take. fb lide to hearty that theurhole 

Day of tie dtfpef^atim rftle Coffil^trnvi^ the inoft 

difmal Tryals that ipay fallk therewith^) is acSn- 

i tinu^ time wherein w^ zxtOA^AioJuepthtFeafi^ 

I and. from one Age to another celebrate the {ame, 

I as a pecp«£iial JubUn ^fjojy anJEpff^ltdfionf (inc« 

! Cbrijl mr faffowr Tvaf facrificedfir tk ;. but oh ho\y 

i rare a thipg feeois this to be,^ and how little of that 

flame and tenreocy oi L^vi to cur Bkffei ]^edeemer 

,is mw kiudkd m ti A^tof ? Such as cmght be 

expe6i:ed on fucb wojidorful ndtemea^ t&reto, 

and which once wcr€ in the Church. ^ ,^ - 

CHARACT. 11^ ^Ttcaigh zdm^fd Cbri- 
ftian muft be^)ecially f|^red as (iich^one whpJ&n^ir^ 
tb( Internal part of Religion^ and Sealingwork of the 
Holy Ghofi on his own ^ul» which is not by wordsy 
r but tbingi of the h^heft Tmtif Suhff^q/^ wd Rea- 
lity $ yet is he not fotisfied to know this by Spiritnal 
^(^f^MBiW he can fee the (ame ji^h the turthdl: 
E^mnce of Light aUb to his mind ; and have no 
lefi a clear wdjutficiom Tryaloi this great Myfterjr 
of Exferimental Religion^ for conirmatipn of faia 
Faith, than to be7e«i^/yaffede3 with the fel^ power 
thetpof. And in thtfirfi place why this is neceBarily 
requifitea^ called for, with refpec^ totheCi'^/rii^-^ 
ed State of a Chriftian^ may be thus cmfUotedy o^ 
fome few grounds^ 

I. That the thlnga of Religion,which muft be e«- 
, periemed within time, are (iich fublime, and wot- 
derful Mffteries^ as may W juft matter of ^ftofiiui- 
mcnt,and make men a wonder to themfelycs^to thiiik 
that thefe prelent Pledges of fo gre^t a ^ppe which 
\$ to come, are no fhadows^ m apj^^atanoes of 
* " V t6bgs, 
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ibingi,' bui mod Cartf and undoubted realities ; and 
that fijch there are this day in the Earcb^ who kno^ 
Co near a converfe with an InvifibU Gody and the 
Jupernatural Truths of hii VI otd^ with the fenfible 
feeling of the inefiimabU Love ofChri(i^ by this 
demonftratioq oi Experience 5 yea, who in (uch diP 
mal Times do afluredly know what the Joy of bik 
Prefincej and an^ immediate Felfowfliip with their 
blefled Head is,upon the greatcft certainty of Tryalj 
iince the(e are (b high, and marvelous things, which ' 
exceed all I^atural Vnderfianding^ as ihs felt Sweet" 
mefi of their enjoyment (hould not more deeply take 
men up, than to fee the Truths and Surenefs of theft 
Principles^ whereon they build. 

1. Becau(e this Teftimony of the Truth of Ex^ 
ferimerttal kehgim^ (hould be underfiood not only 
as ii*s of bighcft ufc for Cbriftians T er fond Comfort y 
and Eftablifliment; but with refped): to the PnUick 
Intcrefi of the Church ; a fpecial duty ic is to have 
.the Credit of this greateft Teftimony, and Seal^ ifc- 
monfirably cleared^ with the furtheft itrengtb of 
harmonious^ and argumentative Reafony for (uch 
who look but at a diftanceyec thereon 1 which may 
not only awaken them to (bme,deeper/?if/i,and im- ' 
preflion hereof, but conftrain them to fee, how no 
iJatural Science hath more clear, and firm demon- 
firationsy than the Experimental part of Chrifiianity^ 
(^which is the very Life and Soul thereof,)may have 
to mens Reafon^ 2lv\^ Judgment ^ tho' they never 
knew ic within them(clves« Yea for this end (hould 
fuch, as have experienced the Truth^ and Vertue if 
the Gofpely reckon themfcjvcs as Witnejjis ; who are 
judiciaBy oblige J to put their Seal thereunto ^ and is 
now more cSledfor. in an Age when no particulai* 
H Truth 
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Truth (ccms more ftrongly impugned, than tW 
Rtality of Experimental Gedlimfs is j and become as 
a Vublick Theam of Deri/ion ; tho' men muft either 
quit the whole Revelation of the Scripture, or fee 
rhis to be as Ejfentialto the Ccnfiitution of aChrp^ 
fiian^ as VitalVrincifks arc to a Living Man. 

3. Yea 11*8 fure herein, that fuch as take Reli- 
gion to heart, muft needs look to be put to the 
fnreate^ Tryal of its Certainty^ andfhould moftnear- 
\y concern thcmfelves, to know if they can ahiJe as 
firmlj by their Spirit ttal Sevfe^ as by that which is 
Natural^ and do know as (iirely in themfelFes the 
OperstionSf and Motions of a Spiritual Lifty as that 
they have being by Nature ; and that here be no 
doubtful or abftraftNotionsbutwbich have haddeep 
Tryal^ and Reflexion on thctii ; that they who dare 
to venture their Eternal State on the known cer- 
tainty thereof, do Reafon their Souls to a fted&fl 
sidherence to the Trutb^ when they are called to/ii* 
erifice their Lives thereto ; to wit, from the Rare 
Experiments^ and Proof s^ they have oft had of the 
fame in their own TryaL 

4. It doth more fpecially call for a demonftrative 
clearing of the Credit of this Teftimony, as one of 
the Series of Religion^ to promote the Kingdom of 
Chrift amongft men, which feems Icaft improved 
cf any with rcfpe£l: to the general State of ftich 
who are within the Church, who are (b great ftran** 
gets to the (ame 5 yea (faould be jiidged one of the 
great wants of this day, when Atheifm is ho*r it (b 
aftcnifliing a height, that it is not more ftud led td 
have the Experimental part cfReligionj (which In it 
fe]f lies deep and hid, and is a ficret betwixt *&&d 
and the Chrlftians Soul,*) wkfa fach clem^efsy and 
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b;r that manner of EvUence decnonftrated to the 
World, as might tend to beget (bme more Awful 
Sinjt and Convidion hereof, (when (iicb clear and 
unaiifwerabk grounds might be improved for this 
end^on tbofe who look thereon as (bme ftrange and 
darjc Riddle, fo^as they could no niore deny, or 
witbftand the Evidences hereof, than that they 
have a Living Soul wiicb yet they never faw \ or 
could ever be the Obje^pt Human Senle. And how 
Ad a profpeiSi; (boujd this give of the greateft part of 
thcCbrifitanWoridi who not only know nothing 
of the True Glory ^ -and SpiritttalPowen ofCbri/li^ 
nky^ but'hare not the very Notion^ or any Senfe of 
the reality of (acb a thing. 

Biiu m the ^J flsce it it thus that each Chriftian^ 
for bemg folidly confirmed in the Way of Religion^ 
miy at tlegtrfy fee^ as ibe does fenfiblj feely the Truth 
of his own Experience, and have his Faith as fully 
eftabliffaed by this inward^ and great demonjlration 
of the things of God, a& his J^ffeSims are quickened^ 
upon (uch ftrtng, and detnifnfirative grounds of the 
^^/^m^ hcveof, as tfaeie are. 

I, By confidering his frefent^ and former State ^ 
tfatt not in a dream, but in the moft deq;) and fe* 
riourcotnpofuf^ of fpirir, he krioWs that once be wof 
hUnd^ aiid wholly eftranged from this Myftery of 
dnipimt Experience^ which now he does fee 5 and 
once had the &me fent'n/mnt hereof with (uch who 
do never at all rcfle^ft on the fame ; but no (boner 
did tiw Tf uth, and Vower of Religion (eizc on bis 
Sott],than he found ^simfelF entred into a new World^ 
to know theidawnii^s of this marvelom Light ^ and 
what belongs to thefe Eejoyments, and Fttal ABs 
<»f ChrHlknity, tl»itha^%ot the ieaft drpendimcis 
«B any Natural Caufe. H iDgized by Goo^^ g^ 
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a. By confidcrmg the marvclout Suferfirffffure if 
Exferimental Rtligion^ which from the inward pb^ 
fewation ofChrifiiam in oB Jig^s^^^ fuch as the Wetli 
could not aliQoft contain tfxt Books^ that might ht 
Tt^itten hereof'^ which ycc is fo entirely founded on 
one, and ihtfame Foundattm^ and does in all ^che 
Lines o( this great Circamftrencey ftill meet in the 
fame Center^ yea thus bow eptire^ and harmcnimi a 
thing Religion in all the parts thereof is within up- 
on the SouU AS Well as without ; fo as every ftef ia 
thu way of the Experience of the Saints is no gro- 
ping in the dark, but what is by Line and by. Ruk^ 
with as. Cure, and deinonftrable a connexion with the 
External Tejiimony of the Word^. 2l% there is iq Nh* 
ture betwixt the Caufe^md the EffeB ; which affords 
a more wonderfal affiftance to his Fgitb, than the 
greateft External Miracles coM ever do ; and tho* 
the Spirit of God does fometimes in an extrsprdi" 
nary manner reveal himfelf to men, (of aSs if bk 
Saveraign Prerogative which asake no Rule)ytt with 
the Efbbliflied Confiitutions ef his Word docs die 
continued Experience of the Samts QK>ft hftrmootouf^ 
\y ever corre^ond. 

3, By confidering thus alfo the Beings and Res- 
htj of Gracey not in its Effect only, but in its proper 
Caufe and Original^ and how the Truth ofHolinefs in 
the Life of a Chriftian is fo exprds a Tranfcripc of 
the Gofpel) in its External Revelation ; that the 
Jmprefs doth not more clearly anfwer the Seal on 
the WaXy than it doth beget the fame Form snd 
Image of it felfta fuch at bel^wi yea alfo that con- 
formity it bears to the ever hlifiiJ ^hetjfpe^aif s^iei 
as to the ReviaUd Rulci and how bright a diSo^ 
yery is this q[ Co glorious Beings and Nafnre^m 
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wUck it% conformed.? Who is the ^\one9attemjtnd 
Ex^sm^ nf all Truth and Holinefs ; which is (b great 
a difcoveryias he is made to wonder^that men in chi$ 
Age arefo much awaken'd to find out the true Vbce* 
mmma cf Nature^ (ihb'in its own room a"moft 
choice ftudy, and fpecially dcfirable,) and will be as 
id siTranfporty upon fome rare Natural Experiment^ 
ai^^QMdeone in that manner cry our, Iv^fiK^ lypw^^ , 
l-hwe founds I hA'^ found ; whilfl here is another 
, ^kind oidemmfiratim^ and of more tranlcendent m* 
teiieft than all thefe could ever amount to, on which 
the*£yes of moft are this day ihur. 

4.' By confidering that Unchangeable Congruity^ 
u^hti^ betwixt the nature ofthefe thmgSyenjoyned in 
ihi whole Infikutmi fff the Gofpel^ and men$ being 
"made baffy thereby ^ now in their frefent fiate ; and 
how great a Temporal RcTcnue of the Fruits of Re- 
ligion, as inward Confidence^ Peace^ and Serenity ef 
Mind^ifAh^'i natively follow the life, and pra^ice 
.bereoi^as the Fruit of a Tree anfwers td its Jl^^; and 
is ever found the alone /r«tf relief of Mankind yZg^mtt 
all the griefs and bitternefi of time ; yea that it's no 
difiance of flace^ but o( wens Jpirit by imfurity^ and 
corruption, that makes fo &d a diftance betwixt 
God and Man here iii the Earth. 

5. He is thus further confirmed upon this great 
Tefiimony of Eafperimental Religion^ by confidering 
that it's fiire (pcb as do bear this witne^ are known ; 
i«^To be Rich who are of the moft difcerning^ and 
judiciom ia the tlnngs of Reafen^ as well as any elfe. 
2. Whole walk and praBice ufe to have the greateft 
Authority over mens Confciences with whom they 
converfe. }.. Who are found moft intenfly taken up 
in the retired worky and duties of Religion i that can 
H 3 have 
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have no x^^tBi to the witnefe, and ob(ervatioa of 
other B. 4. Who feck no ImpJicit Credit from tnf here- 
in i buc-do pray vnen to come^and fee^ and prove the 
fatoe in ihcito^nExferiencey, with an ^^^i/- to the* 
moft C3ia£l Inquiry, and rational Trjal ot aU Man* 
kiBd,if here be any cafual thing 5 and if that Tefti- 
fnony of the DoBrinal^znA ExperimemglpartofRjs* 
ligionbe not ftiU one^ and the fame. j. Whoolfe 
out of themoft remote places of the Eartbiai^djPtfaer- 
^iHrife ftrangers amongft therotelyjee^ doyec moftfaar* 
tnoniouny meet in the fame fVitne ft yUid are thus 
mutHaiyd'tfclofed to each etber^ by a near^and feeling 
intercourfe of cheir SouU> from fuch an Onontfs in a 
^piHtual State ^Qj\i ihokSpecifict Properties oi z 
Spiritual^ and\Ni?m Nature^'wish as difcernible cvV 
dence, as if one man (hould meet with another ^of 
the pime kind, in fuch a pl^ce of the Earth, frhidbL 
^cre only inhabited with Beajlsf 

6. By confidering al(b, (with a deep and iex^ma 
rcfleftion hereon,) that fure^nd knawn ConjmtBionj 
which is betwixt the moft r4re Experiences of a Chri- 
ftlans Life, and the moft fe^^ehing Trjals thereof; 
with that uniform Content that bath in all Agetof 
the Church been, in fuch martelous thing?^ as thefr. 
1. WhsLifolemn Tokens ^ndTeSimmiei of the Uve 
ifGody^ndhls Acceptance^ are found ufually to meet 
his People in ihttntry of (bme %TM^ryal^ Of ^m- 
^ke for him s even in ibmei)nu(iSiw^nner thea; 
in thefetffe whereof ^ as it was with Elijah^i)Ekej have 
been made to^o many dajs after im0WHdem^t*fmt% 
yea how this docs not rcJpcift Verfms oniy, but 
fhurcbes-y that the Word ilill i»(eth to go hfifore 
withfome Tcmarkable confirmng v^k^ to fecore 
the hc^t before tfcc Cr(j//, mi fomc (pccial T^ul 
■ '■ ^ ■ ^ ■ •■■" '-'.,' '■'^' ' id. 
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o^Verficutim cjmcs^ %. That as each day hath its 
frofir bur4^Pt and worV« Co hath itits proper aSaw^ 
snee provided for the'^oie; wiijich (hould Ik no ItCs 
(ought afyr bj^a ChrllUltn^than his dailf Breads and 
wh^n the premirei of (ucb a day grows to fotcit Qor^ 
fingular height 5 fo al(b (hould the expepce. hereof 
be in Faith fi)U|^t for,, and exptded, 3 . tiow the 
chokefl Mercies are referved'to the JadJe^ Times of 
a Chriftians Lot ; and moft ufually croft to their own 
cboiciyVLnd ihey have had the greateft ftruglings with 
ihofe Mitims efVroviJence,v/h\ch in the iflue tend- 
ed moft to their Advancement. 4. Yea how the re- 
turns of ,a long deferred hope after much humble 
waiting have teen to them, as a Pifgaby^htnct they 
bavepQlLPoly had a-clear^aiid comforting frofyeS of 
their ij-p^ Tryals^ but bave been more fuUy con- 
firm'd for the time to come^^d can bear now that Te- 
ftimony, that the Lord h^^th cleared aUfaft things to 
tbem^nA hath tak^en the KmI off his 3i;orl,which for 
long bad b^n as a dark ana ftrange Riddle. 

7. This like wi(e gives a moft clear, and confirnv 
ing profpeft of that great 5e<i/^Ex^fnVw^, when 
he can npw fee, both in his own cale, and of others^ 
what the ijfue 0} believing in 4 Jingular Exigency^ and 
Try attend upon fome fpecial zSkoitruft, andadveu-^ 
ture herein^ does at laft come to ; which, the more ' 
deeply it's confidered, he finds one of the moft pe- 
culiar affifiances to bit Faitb^ and one of the freatefi 
attainments ofExperimtntdHeUgion withinti : c ;x'heti 
he can thus fee the (amc way o( believing^ (in Xmc 
ftrong and extraordinary aftaults, ) which he hatb 
found to crufli and break him her^ein ; which hath 
carried fo many thorow in tbeir &ddeft Tryals;bring 
him alfo in iis tumftq be nn hifi^nce in the fame hnd^ 
H 4 tc 
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to bear an honourMpTeJlin^J^o ihtsJtH^ey and ^a^ 
#e//e»r Tmy pfMii^hg before ^e fforli^thdi none 
may fear,tfj^£r Jbfw,to hoUp the fremip IfGod^^xid 
venture on t^at fecurity, (tho* it thA (em againft 
hopt,) whofe Difpenfations^ 4id yet mvet^mver give 
hisW^rdthelfe.: • - 

CHAHACTT; ly. nchzxty^Xy-^nfifined Chri' 
fiian^'wBo in a difmal twti^is nqtftaggeredinbu Faith 
from thefrefent Pgf^s^ and appearances^ thereof^ hut 
h^thhhSoufyaUafiedwiibfucifclid grounds efcon^ 
frmation againft the fame, that thofe Vf evidences^ 
whereat others d(tfiioft/i^;j«)'/ip, tend to Kls further 
firengthening in the hay cfihe hordy when fee does 
now clearly yif ; ' " ' 

I . How Tribulatm^and'theCrofs mafefc one. of the 
moft iiufiriom^and beautiful parts of i\iQwhcikfrq^me 
4>f Providence about fbe churchy find in the Lot of 
each Chiiftfan ^ fo as there can bend po&^^efitiwb- 
Jing to an^ Jor want of l-ight here, that fore Tryals^ 
«nd Diftrefs fliould moft remarkably ^blloW thofe 
in their Journtj^'who have im Eternal BUJfednfjsh^' 
fore them in the Jq^ hereof; when fo great a part of 
the Scripture li dire6led not only for ccmfort'^hut for 
clear condu^ of the Cirifiians Fakb^ through all the 
intricacies and labyrinths of (uch a difpewfition. He 
fees how highly tongrmus it is to the Infinite Wi(^ 
dom of God^ that fo fir ait and niltrfoiva 'ii>ay^ id 
fuch 9^ fate ofTryaVz^ is Here, (hould go before rhe 
ftatc or everlaftjng enjdytftent ; that there (hoold be 
(i!ch vSta^t^'zvA Iheatre* z\(o^ ,Vfhtxtor\ rhe faffi've 
traces' of theSpirit^maftiot 6nfy ht exercifed^hm dtf 
flayed in their true luftre^Md ghry befffre Angels^ an$ 
men. Yea,rhat thus the Redeemed of tKte Lordlhouli 
be 6< Strained in (b flwrp a >^tfr/ir*,a8^ma(y not o^W- 
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putiJuevdhe^^nd^tffi^ 09 the greatmrfi of that 
Triumph^zni RewdrJ wferch Ts tp cotn^ but be mat- 
ter bf meffable jFoy, ^nd *Et^uliatim^ that e^er they 
were^cftnittetf thus to evftcnce their Lave and Ad. 
hcrende tp tBeit bleffei WadyZndKik^ruth here on 
the Earth 5 and actotmtccj worthy to be* ptu on fpmc 
Jbqttirferyice^^nd td pecoliar 75^^ //,anfd CcffpBi ihis 
way befomi others^fbr (bhierAri»»7/>/^af)d'enpo«rage- 
xnent to the i^hurvb'tn their daj\ an^ here alio b« 
can no# fee how tti^ gj'cTStftft enjvymentt of CoTftfort^ 
arii moreowing^ t5 thc^oft {har'p,and ^^Stmg TrjaU 
oF thcirLif^jthan fef h^ grefttcft mkrhd Calm ; and 
thit* t() indar^ pBifiii\^J^dfaferfe¥-t^i'itaffje Chrip^ 
is fuch^ aPriviledge ki riiV EkiHAngeb have not been 
admittecf to. Yen^ that' the Lords ehafinini 'Work^ 
dndfoiirt fmhifJi of his own, ' iian Ail alfo of fa* 
vif^ ; fo that thus, the liiore deeply he featcheth 
here, the more does h« fee^admiref^d eonfmt to that 
gloriom fiece of the admitiiftration cf Prowdence 
about the Church ; and finds ft to be one of the 
grt^te^ Confirwatidm (fh^ F^kb within time. 

I. He does now clearly fee how the Truths and 
Faitbfuhefs of Cod is commenjurdu to his whole vmk 
of Providence ; antj that ail the Lines hereof, as they 
do lead from his Revealed Counfel in the Scripurt^ 
(which is the adequate fign of his Eternal CoMfsfelj and 
Decreesj) (b do they return thither again, to nuike 
this great demmfiratien clear 5 that if a ft^ Hifiory 
Tifere writtmofihis World, and what hath been c<mi- 
fpicuous thorow the whole fcrit s of times paft in all 
thcleConjundiondof /«/<rw«r C4«i/fj, ' (whether ne* 
cejfary^free^ or contingent^ and of fucb Events that 
feem moft cafuat^) it (hould be nothiag elfe but an 
fxaft Tranfojpt, and Hifiory af the W^U^ to? bear 
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thb wir(H»6, Wiat the W^M is^f^otShg hut God fei 
fmbin bir^ym Scripm^l^V. fiut iho* a full diC 
covery hereof be. npc atra viable ^ithin tiqie^ yet is 
it a fk^yZt\i deplorable iljanr, that the ffeat AQs of 
the Ldfdy in aach\^« of tbe Chiircb, are not more 
fk^schtdyoodfitight out of ill them that tahe fkffure 
tberein^yi2ki:0a^j may bcfeen^ohferved^ vmd admiredy 
by thac part of the Creation, 4^gds^ and Men^ who 
are only m a capacity tp.jjjnow the. fame. Whieb is 
H Service fof,;.tbe Lor4>-^]hj5rcl9 his froffe, aq^ 
JDeclarative plotj is fo hrgp1y;.p>ncerned^ that a 
<^iftiaiiih9Ml4 9<;count, the m^i^ft Rfiom herein^ " 
6n« of tbe mod dcfirable ^t^nqpenfs within, titne. 
Yea it feem53i^ft/nartrroiF regret alfo that this comes 
not under a mottfubltck C^x^^'^and notice ot Tarti- 
cidar ChHrqheSj*^X!A of |he Chrifiian M^t/trate^ 
( where Religion hath any true regard, ) to have 
fydi^fokf^ tfO%tidemes as occur in that time^ apd 
IfUcty which may be called moft Inftrudlive Provi- 
ilcnccs to the Churchy f and of a further reach, and ex- 
lent than any Private tife J both Searched after, and 
Recorded J ^ becomes fo high a Service to theChri'^ 
fti&m Caufe^ and one of the bigheft concerns of Pc- 
^erityj in Oder to have them not only pofleffcd of 
a pure ReUgim^ but .of chat Seal al(b, whi^rh the 
X/yd haih in the^re^t ASis of Frovidcnceafjf ended 
lAiereto. And thus to have that Jncreafe^ which 
each Succeiffive Age bringt therewith to the fublick^ 
Stock of the Cburcby looked a&|!r, as a picpe of the 
greateft truft repoft^^ thereon ^ fo that the Children 
rife not up and ^y, we have not beard, nor ba've 
our Fatbers faithfully commmi^ated to us t|;ie won- 
drom Worhi wb^b the Lord hatb wrot^bt in tbek 
time. 
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9. Heisttnisalfouitghtrp^thrPtfiiiM^^ififr 

CVMy^/of themoft ftraogc Jiidgatefauon the-CisiN'cb. 

to be a$r char in thi ScfMurt as f hey httrnf the ^ t^mr. 

Atidibougb the Holjr GcAJ, in rhc day of hit^ Paii^ 

ence^ and Lapg'fuferimg^ is not alike quick in th^Ex* 

^cation of rhc Sentences of hit. Word $ yet does be 

e^ere&Mifhtkej^kthariiyefhhLaws by ^e,u^»ri$ 

of iu Tf^idence in the Rml.t>pportune Icaibn, and 

as Judgment deferred ia no ac^nittance^ fo'does it 

more tbreaim its bebg ibe greattr^ wfatn- i^come5^, 

than a ^ick snd frejemt dijpauhy yea tliau^ this 

r&mpefi'wh\€h now blowison d^ CburcberofCbnfty 

come CO a greater %cight^ and.the darknefkbe fuch, 

as m M^i\or Stars ftiay formany days yet appear 

oi tny Vifthle figm ef Hope 'j yet is his SbulrhiiB at 

reft> whiift he can fee the Credit efthe Truth clesred^ 

on which he bath more in trujt th^nzny jfdvmtnre 

within time ; and doth rejoyce^ whatever mifearry- 

ing there may be of Inferiour Endu that rhiVgrcar, 

iand ultimate f,nd of the works of God is fecuned 

herein ^ and the Gl6ry pf bit Truth does ihint fordi 

in the noft ftr^m^^ and amazing jlSis &f his Prwu 

deuce ^ whcrcjit many are lieady to ftagger^ whtii 

they donot vi^^ confidcr the fame. 

4.. He (ees now likewtlr^ ^ high a value 'which 
the Lord pits on the Trial if his Penples Faith, ard 
that the great difpeniation wherc^r he de^ls with' 
men, ishytrufi^ und qp^€ credit of his ^ord^ a^ it 
adds further ^ his Confirmatioti, to (ee sUlkiomne, 
and f^sfihle Kefuj^s ofit takefi out of his Churche$ fight* 
Yea fell greatf^ worli^s in the Earth make the great efi 
delay ere they be brought Atrth^ and his Churchies 
Cafe IS put fo far beyond iM}{> bef#re a cu^e^ as the 
^rft (juickmng <^ber crulh^d, and aloio^ deadho^e^ 
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muft BHm the mouth $f tbe^Graw; and be is thus 
herein more fingularlj^ftrengtfaned, that when tbe 
Lord ^fptfafcttfae fame* in ihe ^4ff^Pr«viJe»cry which 
he bath fpolR!' in bis Woijd, [^mttiy Might nor hf 
Pduw,'3 ^hae be -doth with i|n(peakable Advantage 
fi^flj^ and fii tht nw^wf. thereof by ^be next Ward^ 
{hut hj mtj Sfmtfaub ibe Loed.} Whkh in tbifr day 
flieuld wtcb afuH yffkrance ifFMb be both Ibtighc 
and looked after. 

5r, It is }» this rare 5fin^ he attains 'al& the great- 
eft OfijSmriwlidft to hii Faith; that could pofljbiy be 
defird^ widttA tkne ; 16 (er now when itV fotiear tbe* 
4:lofe ihetoif^ and afier alktbe RevolatfOQs of times 
paft, how the Truth and Fmtbfmlmfi rfG^^ faftth 
(«s ^&io id its Scren^h,^ ftill kept its way ftraight 
9f)d fixt amidfi aU thole dark Gouds^which haiFe bdm 
to 4arfcen the feme, an^^is now gone itsoourte, until 
It draws sear to the ftd), and perfe6^ day ; yea thus 
to fee^o^ ftgtmlly thii frtfeut Age is bdd n^ tlM 
fitme appeal^ andd foteom li^tmgnf whkh Jofhus 
gtve^ jF#/j^ 2g, 14, < That not one tbmg buti fnikJ 
of all thegfiffd tbini^s "mbicb tht Lord jom God (pake 
ooncoming fou^ dU are eanH4ofafs to fon, and not 
one thing hath failed thereof ;^ and Solomon did bear 
ikKoAt the. Dedication <fthe Temploy I Kiogr 8» f 5» 
Bleffod Ito the Lord that hath given rift unto his Pe»- 
ple Ifrael, according to aU that hepromifedf there hath 
mt failed one Word of all Ms good Frmifi^ which ha 
fromiftd^bf the bandafMoCeo his Servant ; fois this 
now that great Teftimony of the latter doffs^ and the 
bigheftZriAiirrofPr^i^r^ tht Glorjsf Go4%n bit 
Truths whidi can be giiFcn by men, that this pre- 
(ent €rencratioo ftands accountable to make the (ame^ 
yea much greater appeal to the World, if they can 

inftaiice.; 
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ii^Sance one Vromife or Vrtd^ion of that facred rc- 
cord of the Scripturie which hath ^ver failed or fal- 
len to .the ground, but may be this day read in the 
'Events and under thofe proper circMmfiances where- 
in it was to take place in Its proper Seafon, as evi- 
dently as it Was foretold^ And muft ftill bear the 
fime witnefi, VfaL 18.30 T^at the way of the 
Lerd ftT perftiif and bis Word tryed on all the jid- 
ventures of Faiths and Trials which to this moment 
of time have been made hereof, and of his being ftill 
a Buckler to fuch as truft in him, and are called ro 
fend this glorious Teflimonj to the fucceeding ^«, 
that it may never cea(e to fhine or want a publick 
witne& thereto before jiugtls and Men^ until the 
vhole rujftery of God in his W^rd befinijhed, in that 
magnificent clo(e which (hall be thereof at ibefecond 
Coming of tie Lord. 

CHARACT. V. hkonfitmed Chriftian in this 
day (bould be thus al(b fiated, as one who hath not 
only attained zfolidrefi and fettlement of A4ind^ vfp<. 
on the Certainty of the Chriftian Fatth^ but docs kno\v 
the fnre genuine Truth of Chrijiianity^ amidfl fiich 
high Oppofitions betwixt the Romsfh^ and Reformed 
Church herein. 

And in the firft place hatb|!in this manner held him* 
fclf upon fuch a trial ; i- As one who knows there 
is butonerr«^, ^nd faving Religion in tht Eotthj to 
which God hath annexed the Promtfr of Eternal LfOf 
which can never be divided againft it felt. a. Who 
knoVs that within a little while his Religion tpill be 
tried in the Truth thereof, at the Trthunal ofChrift^ 
where every man mufl give account of htmfelf unto 
God. 3. W'ho fees there am be no poi&ble indi§e* 
rencc in the Bxtericur Vrtfeffion of cither way, but 

that 
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thacib b^h t contrariety qf Principles is in tbis Op- 
pofitim^ cb^C If Am DoSripe ofChri/i he on the one 
hand, it h fure Antkhrifiimifm mud be ontbeotber 
band. 4. Yea who bath in rhar aifiroB mafmcpfoix^t 
to fiate tin Cafi berein with bis own Soul^aa if be Were 
jaft come out of Vagsnifm^ togi^rea (erious a&nt 
to the Dtv^mty^of the Saripturti^ and were now pref- 
rd to joyn in with chat Pnofeilion of the Cbr^ian 
Faith ^ which ia moft cxa^Jly conform to the lame, 
m i\itgmnine^ dnd perfpcua^Hs fence thereof* 

In the (econd place he barb (ought to know^ how 
be could imbrace the ?opifh Creed, and' adventure bis 
Eternal (late tbtreonjor how he could cxtingiitfli bts 
Reafm^. land ConfciencCj Co far as to believe chat the 
fffly God would ever imfofe fkeh a Faith ufen men^ 
Mthit u\ I. Where he muft abandon thefe Princi* 
pies of natural Reafon^m therooft necefiary ufe rhere^ 
of, which God hath himfejt' planted in mans Saul ; 
fo as not to truft his ovm ^yes^ but others in that 
gr^at Intereft of bis JEtemal hate j and with bis 
own content be fhut out from all proper knowkdge 
ofcbe.r»/eof his Religion ; yea account ^blind^ and 
mntimkedOkedienee to meh^ amongft the bigbeft Ex* 
eellencies of Faith, a. Where be muft at once believe 
the F^lnefi^ and VerfeSlim rfjh^ Scripture ; Cwhicb 
is not only fitted lor that great end of hrmging 
Mankind to God^ bur for fu^ an tmiverfal ufe here* 
in» as to make the Simple wfi^ and caufe the Poor to 
receive the Cojpelj ) and yeiv believe al(b« that it is 
a Mafs of deadf and unfenfed CharaSlers, llnti^ the 
Rtmijh Clergy put a juft «Si»ye thereon, tho its Sen^e 
and meaning is the very Sctd thereof. Ye^i thus pafi 
fr<iin the Letter of the (ame, and all Ofrtainty of 
its Xi^>Y^^ htrinfiek Evideneis^ tnd tfaefr 

Alarki^ 
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Marks f SLtii Cbarscteri of its Divhiuy^) vherebf 
the Cbrijtian Cauft could be maincain'd sgarnft P^- 
gans. 5. Where he muft believe al(b chat fhe(e are 
the Words of Chrift, ^4>hn 'J.l'J' ^f ^^T ^^'^ d^nty 
ovitl befliall kjMW my DoctriHt^ whether it h of Gcd 
or nift^tid that men trr tijtugh mt kndwhtg the Scrips 
turef Mat. xi. And yet believe all the while, tlwt 
thtrefacreJ Fountains of Light flhouW te fimt uf^ u 
keep mtpffom Ertsrs ; and that the fole right otan- 
dcrftanding the fame, belongs to a /eoi^, not to the 
Multitude \ who yet cai! pretend no exrraordioary 
^JJiftance^ or Revelation herein, nor* will themfelves 
corae to ihcfe 'Waters ofjeahufie to ke tried/^JWherc 
he muft needs believe th"^! the Scriptures are the O- 
racks of God committed to the Churchy to give an- 
fwer in every dark Cafe, Row* 3.2. The Tjfe and 
Form of found Doilrincy Rom. 6. 17. Unto whoie 
Sentence in all matters both of Faith ofid FroQice^ 
we are eiprefly referred, Ija. 8, lo. And yet btlitvt 
alio, that it hath no Authority^ or Deciji'ue f^eice ; 
but what is Precarious^ and dependant on the Rcmifit 
Chtircb. And thus Gonfent to have the whole Cbru 
fHan Faith Vifihly unhinged of the Foundation if the 
Scripture ; and fiib^efted to a Sufream^ VifSth^ and 
pretended Infallible Judge here in the Earth, with 
(uch a daim of Dominion over the Faith <f the Saints^ 
U5 tht jlpofiUs ofCbri^dut& pevcr own, but did 
fully difclaim, %Or,J.^/^. 5*. Where he muft be? 
lieve that fefus Chrifi came for this end, tofiwe lofi 
man^ and by one Offering bath prfeSed for ever 
thehi that arefinSifledy Heb . i o. 1 8. And yet joya 
with the fame, a. Faith of a bumdn SatisfaSion for 
Siny lb as men ojlay both Merk^ Mediate ytM Super** 
etto^aUy go^bove what is needful fbr themfetvi^; 
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And fobcfavedin the feme 'Hf^of Lifef which ^^g^ 
by the CovenM$ of Works ; afcnbing no more to 
Ciir// than the giving Salvarion to mens own M^ 
tits ; which their own Intrinfick Value^ and Condtg^ 
nitj^ doth require a^ a Debt* 6. He finds not koW 
in the fame Creed he could poffibly hold by one Me* 
iiator hetwii^t God and Aian^ where a Pl^raiity for 
this end is admixced ; and by the reality of Cbrijis 
human Nature^ and his having a true and fime Bo- 
dy^ which is fubjeded ts have a new created Beings 
^ach time in the Con fecr^ed Hofi ; or beli.ve the 
Truth oi his Suffering asjiow fully accompliflied, 
and to be repeated no more^ when it is in that dailj 
Sacrifice of the AdafsftiU offaed^ as a Propitiatory So* 
crtfUefor the Living and the Dead. So on the moft 
(evere, and impartial inquiry, he cannot ^nd bow 
^ne holding thefe Principki (hould go a further length 
than Morality 5 or claim another ftanding than by 
^Covmant of Works. 7. Nor knows he ho3^ to be- 
lieve at once the Truth of the Goffel^ to be a Z)^- 
Srine of Holinefsy ^ud Infinite P^rir^, and yet jojrnia 
the fame Faith fuch an Indulgence ior men to 5/^^ that 
M(mey m^ydiiud for Mern^ and the Rich may have 
the moft eafie and large Entry into Heaven. 0>Qceit 

' that ins a Pfiviledge for men to dtjlroy tbemf elves ; 
and by ExiernsA Se/uerities and Penance totbeFlefb, 
( like to the Lanctng and Gajhing of Baals Pnefis^ ) 
(apply the room o^ Cbrifiian Mortification. 8« Yea 
he finds it not poliible to believe^ that Sin can amfy 
ie expiated by the Blood of Chrift ; and is his alone 
Work, who hath purged our Sin bimfelf^ Heb. i. p 
Or that there are more than two ways that lead to a 

ftw^old State of m^rij (a Strast wsty which leads 
?9*-^J^s wi9L Broad ^nioDefiru&ioff, Mat, 7. 14^) 

' ^ '": and 
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and yet believe . that there is a Turgatwy after this 
where men mud be tormented and fufier extream 
PainSf to expiate fuch f^enial Sins^ as their Prayers, 
and penances here could not do 5 yea he is made 
to wonder how any who believes fuch a thing, can 
ever have true Peace, or Comfort in tie World -^ con- 
cluding that Papifts do either take it as a FiHion^ 
or forget themfelvcs, when they are chearful For 
the fear of fuch a flace^ the Uncertainty of Releafe^ 
and how long ^term it may be ere this Farging 
}i^ork becompkitty ( when their own Writer m Affign 
no lefs time, than loooo Tearszs needful to fatisfic 
for fome Sins, ) and fear left it prove a real Het^ 
muft ftUl be a piercing terrour ; nor can be believe 
that fuch poflibly do Creiit themfelvcs herein, who 
aflame this Power to Change the Condition of the. 
Dead. Since were it really believed^ that the Keyi 
of fuch a Prifon were here in mens bands, and Folk 
could, by the largeft Bribes to the Romifh Churchy 
get a (afe Deliverance thence ;; it were not ftrange 
to fee the Temporal State of Cbrifiendom in a (horc 
time made over to thefe. We fhould Judge they 
were in a ftrange manner indeed priviledged above 
the whole refidue of men, who by fuch a Power over 
the World to come could make (b eafie a Purchafe ih 
ver this alfo which is frefent. 9. He finds, and is 
fure he could never get his Reafon and Con/cience 
brought to fuch a faiph^ even tho he made a feign^ 
f // Profcilion herein, oiihsA pretended Sufremaqi of 
Peter as Bijhop o/Rome, on which the whole frame 
and ftru6lure of the Papacy leans, and the Vtrttseef 
all the Pardons^ and ^bfotutions founded thereon ; 
on which (b many have adventured into an other 
World i ci:cept he would thus buiUm the S^ndon^ 

I Jy, 
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ly, bdt riot on the Rock. 10.- )* finds alfo ho^ 
fuch an EreSim of the Go^el Cbtireh in her Mili- 
tant Stttc here, d>i the Papacy in its complex fram^ 
if, united in fuch an Head^ ts the Fepe^ ( who as 
thefole Vicegerent of Cbtift in the Earth, is at once 
inveftcd with a Civil Moasrcbji^ apd Univerfal Em- 
fire ovct i^c. Cburcbf to impofe^ and jttJge m the 
higheft Tranfailions which relate to the Eternal 
State, and Immortal Souls of Men, ) is a thing that 
as to Matter of Rights is as Forreign te the Scripturi^ 
and inconfillent therewith, as mabumetaffiff^ caii 
be. And as to Matter of FaBy is a Trufi that no 
created Being could ever Exercife. r i. He fees, and 
is fore that be mud cither lofe fight both of the Rule^ 
and Spirit of tbe Gofpelj or have a juft abhorrence 
of that way, wherein he fltould be inevitably InvoU 
^ed in a Virtual Confent, and Accejfotinefi to all that 
Cruelty^ and Blood which for (b many Ages hath 
been flicd therein ; when it's fo clear that this was 
xic^ExorbitaTiceonXj 6{ PraBice ; but a Native re- 
fult of tbcrr TenetSy and Principles, and not only M' 
fpenfed with, but cwintcd an highly Meritorious Ser- 
vice y yea when it is fure that under no Secular Go- 
•vernmetit of the moft Tyrannical ^tate thsit ever was 
in the World, h^ih Cucn Arbitrary Violence, andO^» 
fr^lfn b en eXerciftd, Or fomuch Innocent Blood 
been flisd, as by this p^rty^ 1 2. And tho his Judgc- 
fnent (lood inderermined, and in an equal Ballance 
upon this great Controvserfie , he could not exercife 
Reafon, and not fee upon what Hand fuch a Zfeci/Jin 
is, as was in Solomons time of the true Mmoffof t^ 
iJbiU; and who do moft ruefully feck t^/fntiOiilA 
themfelves in the imnaineni Hazard of the Cbr^ift^ 
f^aitiymd who under the Isaft influence of anyl^i^ 
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Iral Aiklves do this day Hand for tde Truth and Sul^ 
fimce cf Chrifkianitj^ and plead that it be not de- 
ftroyed in envy and hatred to them ; or on what 
fide it is likely that this manner of Qon<iue^ is moft 
followed to gain men to the trofeflion of the Truth 
by a prevailing Evidence of their own' Light^ and 
Judgment herein, and to require their ekadleft ferji- 
nal T'ryal^ and enquiry about the fame/ 

In the third place, tho he fees there cap hb no pre* 
ienceof Do£hinal Wavering about the Reformedl^z- 
ligiM, and 6nd8 it not ealu; to cocfoprehend how in 
one and the fame Age^ wherein the Truth hath (b 
trigbtly {hined, thb way of Vpptry^ ftould have 
prevaleifcej or gain ground any inore, by SeJuStion 
with Arguf»ents to the Keafohy or Cehjiietjce of^tij ; 
jet fince it is an hour <f Temptation ^ ^nd of Paint'^ 
ing^ above all that have been hitherto known, and 
inens eyes are ArrefieJ with (uch a ProfpeS of -tba 
times, as is like to Sr^^er the Faith of the moft eda^ 
J^lifhed^.he isprefled, (as counting it one of the 
jhigheft i)uties of this day, ) to khow and fearch out 
what may afford greateft j4J[/!fiance .t0 his Faith, 
from the Diffenjaticns of VroviJence therein^ and tb 
know the J^viJeme^ and Strength of fuch Reflect" 
fins as thefe arje for this £10^. 

I, Thati^*s fiirc, .^ the fnidtlefi rW»^i which the 
X*ord does afford, to jlrengrhen and fupport againft 
fuch a Stormy (hould be ferioudy improved^ and ta- 
Icen to Heartjfo does it lay us in the way of that Vro^ 
jnfifi for having ^rc^rer things givtn to ouiOhfervati- 
en i yea that now is the time when (\^th ais have been 
inoft comforted by the Word of Vroniife^ may be 
Jput to the (brcft JTry^/ in their Faith di my ^ to keep 
p|[^um&!ing at the Work ^Vrovi^Kve r atni be tb**s 
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iryed according to the meafure of tbeft Cofifirfnstimi. 
a. Tho the Cbmcles Declntints under greateft 
meafiires of Ligit may be too vilible, and that Re* 
iigiongum nbt by Verfeattim as formerly, withfuch 
an amazing change as is now in her External Condi- 
tion, yet he (ees it to be no ftrange thing, when moA 
£gnal Wdrnmgs have gone before of fiich aTry^l 
with too evident Viffofitims towards the lame^ and 
dilcoTery of its approach in all the Csufes thereof; 
^yea might beforfeen by all,that the Hoh G^oi would 
oot ffilfbear with an Impure^ and meniivenei Pri- 
fiffion of the Pure and Ghrfous Truth (f CbrifHamtjy 
which hath now long been one of the mod &d, and 
mortal /rjgui in the pAlick ftste of Religion ; nor can 
It be found that ever any Church did dedine and fsdl 
from the Piiri/y of the Truth, and lofe ground here- 
in by External Verftcutim^ where a judicial depar- 
ture of its Ufe and Vawer did not remarkably go be- 
fore ) fi> as it is not of late, this hath been clearly 
prefyged^ that (bme dark and unufiul mealiire of try- 
ttl frrai Antchifiy and the laft Haveck ^the i!e- 
farmed Churches^ was drawing near, whfeh would 
be (ore ere it hacl done its work/ 

3, He fees aUb, how this prtfent hour is not more 
learchiog and dsrkj than it may be ek^r herewith, 
Xv Thatnowafte^the j^ofthatOppo(ition,which 
was betwixt the Chriftian Faith in iht firft Entry of 
the Gofpcl, and that dying k^hx^^ Church rftb$. 
yew$ ; and next^ with the ?4gaH Empire^ after that 
new Ere6lion of the Gofpel Church among the Gen- 
tiles^ which is now over; lb is the greateft Tryalof 
the Utter days fixed on the Decifim of that long de- 
pending Cimtr§verfU hetwixtChrifij unJ Antkbri^^ 
%. Trat according to the^Saipture we muft believe 
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that as 4fttf the manfter ofEgyftt that glorious Tri' 
umfb and DiU'&erj obhcCbumhfrom Antkbri^ will 
be GxtAy carried on J (o the more near it comes to the 
UH affank ; f and when this falls in to hftve its frcfer 
room is the Frame and Adminlftratioti of Provi- 
dence ;J the greater Extremity ^Terrour^ and D^^i- 
nefsxmy be expected al(b, fuchas bath not been in 
any former time. Yea with that united ^ndformida'^ 
hie Conjunllion of Strength and growing Succefs of 
this Adver&ry for a time, that the moft eftabliCbed 
Chriftians tmy be in hazard to ftagger. j. That now 
is the day wherein the Lord will have men know 
what it is to have the Bibk as the alone Security of 
the ?roteftdnt Religion^ on which they muft entirdy 
reft no le(s than as it is the fok Rule and Standard 
thereof; which is a Ttyal worthy of all that expence 
of the ^ainy Anguifh^ and Wre[tUngs^ that can now^ 
poifibly attend the fame. 

4. Whilft the^re^^ Standardof Anticbriftt King2 
dom is viQbly i&t up, and brought to the openfield^ as 
it^s this day in the Cburcb of France^znd all humano 
help taken out of fight ; yet does he fee herewith^ 
I. How this now is concluded) as the moft infaMible 
tiemedy to recover Popery. And that Argument ^ to 
which they truft more than to Peters Key Sj to wiv 
thefe Sanguinary Laws by tbe Sword^ and Racb^ 
which they have again betaken themfelves to, tho 
fiich an jirffiment the Scripture never knew, which 
(bber ^Heathens Would abhor^ and which gives up 
the Credif of all Religion to Atbeifm, %. That there 
can be no more evidence of a dejferate and fmhng 
Caufe thail is here, and nothing el&r ^n f^pport it^ 
hMtihttt weapons which are not againfttb^ Confci- 
ence j tr l>y any terrour of the fecond Deatb, but of 
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t^ fir ft. 3. That thU IS fuch an Argutnentj (if Aejr 
have not ifi^ ftrange manner forgot, ) which bat); 
^itbinthefe i^oTtors been (b- fully jin/weni^ ana 
l>y fiich an Iragjediate Appearance of God in the 
Ki^ng^$m of Ff once, that accQ|rding rp the(e raeafiires 
of Cruelty againft the Protefianti t Jicre, fo was it re- 
turned in z delude of their oTtm Blo^d^ yea (b both the 
publick ftate ofihe Church and Faith of the Saints 
in the Tiuth was more deeply rooted ) and tho we 
yet fte not the end ofthefi wanders^ but the Dark-fide 
only of the Difpenfations of fuch a day, yet do we. 
know thjsySr^ ^c^d on the Chujrch, is but as the Saw 
Vid Ao^ in the t at f enters ban/^ who (hall never «m- 
Jo that gicrious Work which QiriQ hath dpne, and is 
ftill further pcrfe61:ing on th^ jruins of Antichrifit 
Kingdom. 

y. Tho tbihe unufual deeps^ and Methods rfSub- 
tiltj be now on foot alfo againft the Triiih ; yet he 
cannot but fee how nothing could more e0ediially 
tend to confirm the Trotefiant Caufe^ and take the 
Credit ofPofery off the Confciences of thofe in their 
oivn Profejjion who iit conjiderate and in the Icaft fe- 
tious herein i when the World muft ihus fee, i.How 
eafie it is for fuch to take any J^eafnte^ apd Lati" 
tude in the DifBrinals of their Profcflion, when this 
^an raoft fcrve the juncture of fuch a timc^and height* 
in or narrow ih^ Confroverfie betwixt them, and the 
R'.formed Church at their Pleafure ; Co ^,to Saer^e 
riie church of Rome unrpth? Court ^^^w^^lf nolefi 
^an fecure that en4 x. That the moft horricl J^w^Jcifi 
Slavery over mens Bodies comes no fuijh length, as 
r'hat ftrange claim that thcfe now ipake of an abjolutt 
Empire over men^ Ccnfcienceshy the Sword'^nA to put 
them to fuch a Tribute of their Obedience,that they 
- • ^ .^ " ■• ' ^ - ^^ ^ ftilj 
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fli^ll then be fecure, if they but come ithe length to' 
Sin agaioA their Light, and adventuft on lb fmall a 
thing as to go to Hell, and pertfh Eurnally ; fince it's 
an external and feigned Profeffion of fuch away that 
they do tl^us force from thofe, who ( they fee ) 
cannot in Faith be perfwaded hereof. 3. Yea it hath 
been too viiible how much that Mafler-plot^ and En*^ 
ginii hath in thefe times been working, to rake men 
firft off froqi all Senfe of Religion, and deflfoy them 
in the Morals ofChriflianitu to mak^ this Ccnqneji 
more eafie, that fuch may have no Inward Defence, 
and fupport againA the terrouf of humane Violence* 
Yea in this way, when they have (ought how to iU 
^ide Protefiants among tbemfelves, and betwixt Ru- 
lers, and them, this (eems the lafi and greateft En- 
gine of all, how to divide ^etwtxt them, and their 
God^ ^£ling the fame Plot, which was laid betwixt 
Bjilak and Balaam, as knowing that it's no naked 
fliew or Profeffion of the Reformed Rel^it^ they need 
fear,fo much as that Old Protefiant Spirit in the Pow- 
er apd Life thereof, before which their Intereft could 
n^ver ftand -, and dread nothing fo much ^ the revi- 
ving hereof, which as the handwriting upon the wall 
did ever more threaten the fatal ruincof that King- 
dom, than any Humane Vower, or Strength. 

6. Here alfo he finds juft cauft of Aftonifhmcnr, 
how Kings, or great Men in the Elarth (hould give 
their Vower to fupport the Romifij Intereft, which 
h^th been fo vifibly dcftru6Hve to theirs : When Itf 
not poffible to deny how \t\ firft advance^ arid pro- 
grefs to that Supream height, which i once attain- 
ed J and the declining of the Ci'vit Empire, <}id by 
the lame fieps go together ; until Magi^racj wgs 
turned as unto ^ dead Image, and Sbadow^txccpt its 
1 4 being 
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being mlrvemd by their heath and Aathoiicyt as tc 
was duving the whole height of that AilticfarSiafi 
Power. Nor will it be denyed, that, in thele late 
times ^ the French Monarchj was never more ntar its 
Diflblution in its riiht UnCj than by" the Catbdlkk 
League there; and it would feem not eafie to be for- 
got, bow Henry the thirds who had moft foiight to 
crulh the Protejfants there in purfuance ofthat league^ 
was at laft codlrained to flee to fuch for help -, or 
by whom be was killed^ and that Berokk Prince 
Bemy the Fourtb,^ho was EtttfiabhedinthiMotftb^ 
and then in the Heart ; yea that the pvAAick'Recdrds 
ofthat Nation cannot poflibly deny, how the Hoofs 
cfBoHrbon owes its Power and Prefervdtion fidore to 
the ProtefiantSy ( without whom it had been fuHy 
cxtindj than jibafljuerus did to Mordecai i\ie J ^^2 
for what he found written in the Chronicles of Verftay 
when the Decree was then paft td deflroy all the 
feed of the jews. 

y. As in no times paft was ever a greater ExfeBa* 
tim than is now, which way the Scale will turn, 
and what will be the end of the(e wonder s;9thtn the 
nearefl events of Providence are fo dark and amazing j 
(b does he find this, in fome extraordinary #ay cal- 
led for, to befiity and fee what God wiS do for his 
churchy and with humble Confidence look for fome 
Difpenfation as hath not hitherto been in this ex- 
tream Exigence. And t^o he do not appear in thgc 
wajy and manner as informer times ^ that it (hall be 
in a way more fignally glorious^ beyond what hath 
formerly been ; yea does in Faith thus judge, that 
xhsxils i\^t Churches day brokey Vitid hath found cfte 
fure way of her Strength^ ancf right Line of Duty j 
when her Hope^ and Confidence is taken off from alf 
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^ijihte refuges, and entirely feded on her invifible 
Head, and his Vromife put to fuit by Prayer without 
fainting herein. It is fure the Truths and Faithful- 
ntfs ofGodtznd^ ingpgcd for Antichrifis fall^ a^ Well 
a^ for Salvation hy ChriJ}^ and fince he hath faid 
this jid'vetfary fliall be broke and brought down, ic 
muftfurcly be, t ho the dufi of the ground fhould rife 
for this end, and now is' the Faith of the Saints cal- 
led for becoming the grcatnels of fiich an ^Jfurance^ 
on which are the Eyes ofmen^ of their own Confci^ 
ences^ of the th£i jingels^ yea of ihe gkrious God^ 
to fee who does indeed Credit him in this day^ when 
there is no fenfible fupport herein j and tho it now: 
threatens (brcly the departure o? many from the 
Faithy who had fbme vifiblc Profefiion thereof, yet 
may it be hoped for, that the turn of the next Ttde 
fliall bring in more, with a Solidy and true Increafe 
to the Chiirch, than theft fad days do now take off. 

CHARACT. Vf, It is thus a Confirmed Chrifu 
an (hould be (pccially corfi iered, as one who is not 
only at fefionthe known certainty of his Faitb^ but 
is ready to render feme account of the folid rational 
grounds dnd demonftratiom hereof^ unto all who ask 
after thd (ame, and doth thus judgej i. That thefe 
are xhtjrcper and appointed means which the Lord 
hath afforded for the greateft Confitmaticn of mens 
Faith within time; yea preferable to any external 
Miracles^ which are more extraordinary and remote 
J^ffifiances thereto, x. That thefe are given las fo 
great help to hii Joy^ and Excitement of his Affedii- 
ons to foUow the Lord fully ^ as make hifn wonder 
how the greatncfi of thefe things, which men arc 
called to believe, can come near their thoughts, and 
jet no more take them up about this Confirming 
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Work. 3. That the too vifible negle£l hereof, both 
with rc^(5t to the Toutb and Community of Vr^f^ 
fours in the Church, fccms one of the fad, v^dfun* 
damintul defers of this day. The Reafms bereoCt 
with fome clear view of thefe means which might 
mod anfwer fuchan end; are hiefly offered^ in thia 
prtcedmg Work. 

CHARACT. VIL A tnrij Confirmed Cbrifiiam 
m^y in the Uft fUc^ be herein alfo confidered^as fuch 
who(e Vaitb bemg ofttryed through all theft Staget 
vfCbrifiianhy he hath been takcgi ; liath tqcne proper 
Record oi tht m(A cheicii^ ^nd fignal O^nfirmaiions 
of bis Life J tm improve the feme not only for his own 
f^pport in that lafi warfare ofdeath^ but for, ^rengtbm 
mtig tbe Vaitb of others 5 wherein he does thus juojge- 
1. That there could be no true fiipportor relief 
from Religion , here in the Earth, if it cannot bear . 
out then. And that Death is. the great Toucbfion^ 
and Trialj when the true value and difference be- 
twixt things of an Eternal Trut^ and fubfiance^ an4 
the things of this W?r/</, will be bed (een. 2. He rec- 
kon.^ each real Chriftian, by his Profeffion then en- 
gaged and accountable, ( even by Tome explidte per^ 
fonal feftimony^) to put to his Seal tbat God is True, 
and bear the fatnc witnefi with his lafi and dying 
breath to the Truth of Cbrijlianitj^ which he gave 
11(1 t|ie whole coutfi of his Life; and of thaty<?)',f(?«i- 
flactnce^ and ajfurance^ Mind^ which he hath found^ 
and pow hath in the way of Truth ; So as to prefi 
the (nmeon his deareft Relations^ as their alone true 
Interel. j. He fees alfo, how honourable it is for 
the Lord, chat fu<;h whole Faith hath been oft tri^ 
f //, f and when thus with Joy^ and Admiri^iqn he 
c^.fl look back oq the moll: prefUng and con(picapu< 
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CmfliSs of time Jfliould have it their laft MTork to pay 
in (bme Tribute ofFraife^unto bim^ wbofe Word^ and 
Vromife unto them did yet never fail. 4, He account^ 
the more weighty Try ah he hath been carried ihorow 
in his Chriftian warfare, do both add more to this 
Service^ and impart more to the ^pal^e of fuch a, 
Teftitmny, 5. He judgeth this one fpecial way, and 
advantage, whereby om Generation might declare, 
the Jrutb and Faithfulnefs of Go4 ftnto another^ in a 
family Une and' Relation^ to [hew forth thus that the. 
Lord is uftright 3 that he is their Roch^ and with him 
is no Unrigbtfoufnefs. Yea which (hould be matter 
of unfpeakabk Joy, when now in his tarn he can 
fey that fiich hath the Lord been to bim • what 
were Davids dying Words', i Kings i. 14. ffpo 
bath delivered my Soul cut of all diftrtjs^ how that in 
90 trouble, or exigence oi his Lite, be was ever' left 
without a door of Hope^ and thus affo with Caleb^ 
Jofh. 14, r o. To give in Tome fuch wifnefs for God^ 
I am now near the clofe oftime^ and do teftifie^ that 
the Wbrdofhij Truth^ and Vromife^ he hath furely 
accompliflied'^ which hath brought pse f^fe and he- 
nourably through^ when fu^ as did diftruft the feme 
by misbelief J and fought after another refuge^ foundj 
all their Confidences faii 6. And knowing likewife 
how great afuprizalDeath may be 5 ana that fuch 
as huvefhsned in their day, may yet fet und^r a cloud 
and go filent oft the Sf^ii he judgeth it the more 
fiecdful to have fqcb a piece of bis dyipg work prfpa-r 
redy as one of the choiccft Legacies he cap bequenth 
to his Surviving Friends, in a feajo^ when it hath 
pfually the grcateft advantage of weight and accep. 
f alice : it being ftill qualified with Chrifiian Prudenc^^ 
and Hmbk Sobriety y ^j^s iUmay fee its whpl^ in- 
"' ./ ■ ' ' ^ ' ' "; teru 
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tent IS to €ommetU to mens Conlcleace riie way tf 
Truth and GoMmefs and nor themf^lvtfs^ and thus 
only dire(3', for the proper ufi, and improirement of 
their nearcft Relations. I know it may beftrange to 
(bme, what is fpokc upon this Head ; but as It's (lire 
the prefeat day haih its Dutjy and each time of our 
Life hath (ome proper work^ fb J humbly judge^ 
that this fcems to fail in, as the lafi Service of a dying 
Cbrifiian to his Generation j to Jelimr off bis l^and 
the Truth which he had received and hath oft*'^o- 
vedy with his Confirmatory Seal and Ttf^mony there- 
to. And now in ^me more than ordinary way cal- 
led for in this hour of great dprknefi,*whcn if that 
Security of the Abjolute Vfotnifes ftood not good to 
the Church, we might fear Religion might quickly 
wear out, and Truth pei'ith from the Earth j and as 
(o (blemn and weighty a thing fhould be managed 
with much humble Prudence, (b it may be judged 
jthat no ferious, and ohfer'uingOcitiKizny but bath 
ibme peculiar ingagemenii under which they find 
themfelves held even beyond others, yea (bmc (iich 
Singular Confirmations iii the Journal of their Life, 
that (hould not beeafie to hide under the ground ; 
V^here the prengthniftg of others hereby is concerned, 
and that fuch (hould not then leave the Crofs of JTe- 
Jus Chrifi at a lo/s, or part therewith wnhoot their 
^efiimony, which hath Mi them at (b great an A4^ 
vantage. And though this is not to offer particular 
Rules in fuch a Duty^ Sut that Cbrifiian Wifd^m 
muft direfi; herein, as the prefent Cafe is ehcutn- 
fiantiated^ yet might it be*ltoped, werfe this more 
taken to Hearty it (hould baa fingular weans to make 
mpre deep Impriefiions of meps aying Work on their 
Spirits. Even whilft they are in teafthf to ex^e 
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thcif fiiryivlng Friends, and ro keep Rdigim thus 
alive jin a Famlyfiatt^ and Relation^ and gain a 
more venerable refpeR to the fame on mens Confci- 
cnces J y^a to fix alfo ftronger ingagtmrnts . on the 
fucceejing offspring. 

Thqsis prefented here a (hort Idea of the fob J ami 
Indicions W&rkofChrifiian C^mfirmatim in ibeTrmh^ 
under thi^re foregoing CharaHerSy to fliew h«w rare 
an altalntnont of Religion this is^ yea to prefent here- 
in a fpecial Series and Scale of the greatdl ftefs m 
this Confirmatory work^ by which it fliould be fbl» 
lowed. Apd where none of thefe may be parted from 
other, though fome be of an higher, and more ab- 
iblute ufe for fiich an end. And if it (hould be obje- 
Gtt6 here, What needs any fuch expenfe odime^ or 
faifis in this Cafe» when it's fore the EflfemJal Truths 
of the Go(pel are not queflioned^ and that without 
iiiterndl evidence of the Spirit, no external means of 
this kind can be of ufe, I know that it's tfae alone 
work of the Holy Gbop, to beget a Divine and fuper^ 
natsiral Faith ; without which the furiheft Ir#^l;,and 
OhjeSive Evidence^ though backed with a concina-> 
ed DiQ)enfation of External Miracles^ could never 
bear Cbriflians out, either as to Duty^ or Comfort ^ in 
their pafl&ge thorow time ; yea nothing is in the 
leafl here to fubjed the Credit of our Faith to mens 
Rational Comprebenfion^ but rather tends to enervate 
wholly the ftrengthof any foch Tei$et^ and take off 
all pretence for the fame : But it's fure alfo, I mud 
quit all folid Security in the way of ReItg!on,and any 
clear founding in the Light and Certainty of the Scrips 
turCy or admit thefe things as undeniable, x. That 
(iipematural Faith is the moft highly rational Light 
that^s within time, And that none who profefi the 
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ihtnt of Chrift can be of fo low a jik£f as (hould 
HOC bepreffed, and fxc/W to be much about this 
GrounJ'V^prk of knowing the Trutb, and Prhciflei 
of chcir ProfeiSon upon its own Evidence ; yea are 
thus called as mw horn Babes to drink in the fsncere 
Milk of the Word^ i Pec, x. Which,as it's ciearJy ia 
the Original^ is the rational Mtlk of the Word^ to t!»e 
thus received no le6 on ConviSion^ and Certaihtjfof 
the Judgment^ than with the out going of their af^ 
feSions. %. That asit^s not conceiireable how a trtie 
ZTidfirm jijfent can be to Divine Truths but on iri 
known Certainty ^ (o here Is no refolving of the Chri- 
fttans Faith on the ftrongeft rational Evidences here- 
6f, whidi muft flill be rtfolvtd on the Itpimonj of Cfod. made 
clear aiMl tvUmt tothm to be (hch. %, It t^ fureafro, the* 
Lord hatli aoc given fo large a meafure of thefe Grmtds^ and 
^imonftrations of his Truth whh fach rtdoubltd Ariumms of 
that kind, to be of (b fmall regard^ as b with mofl. But 
for fome^r^tff, and univtrfd ufe hereof td the whole Church, 
and knew how needful (McYi Ajji^ams to the Faith of hit 
People would be, whilfl they are on the Earth. 4. That 
thefe mun$^ which tend mod convincingly to found a YAtuH 
nel Affuranci in the judgment, are the proper Vi^i^ii rf tlk 
StiHt of Godi by which his fedlini Wlsrk^, (hould be botH 
fought and expected ^ nor can I judge how the Credit, and 
ufe hereof (hould be fo fmall, and not on the (ame Ground 

Suit any External Ordinance of the 6ofpcl j which without 
le Spirit of the Lord can never profic, nor how we fhould 
cxped and fuit hi^ Confirming Wor}^ on the Soul, when thefe 
greateft Confirming Means, whiph he hach given to the 
Church, have noju/l weight: But oh! how wonderful a 
Teacher is the Holy Ohoft, when fuch ordinary means fail^ 
and zxtitacciffthUt by farnifliing his People |then with thefe 
ftrongeft Arguments of Lmje^ and Pon^tr^ who having had hue 
final! Miafines of Ugbt, yet were not unfaithful to improve 
the fmalleft degree of fuch a Talent? y . Yea fo gre<it a 
thing is it, to attain a folid Fdth cf things whotty remote from 
ow Senfij and fo far tfAwi the reach, and Apprebenfion (f Na^ 
ture^ or to have an abfolutc jreiianCe on tn invijible Refuge 
br our prcfent and £teroal Swt^ as dq common Ailent 
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bm anrwer, when the very tt^ md quia ofth Soul miift needs 
Keio the ftire and firm Pcrfwafion hereof. 6, It is too vi- 
iible alfo how little the Pra6lical Vft ef fucb a mtan hath yet 
been tffaitd in the Churchy th« all who are ir.embers thereof 
might no left know the Strength and Firmntfs oj tht Foundati* 
Miffthiir Faith by mown Evidenciy than the Gtneral Aniclts 
of Reli^on. The moil ufual indniding work lies almoft 
"whoHy about the Ikttick^ part of Divinity^ there feems not 
that fertous regard to pre Is the Dianoetkk^ part hereof on Mens 
Confcience, as if this were to be reArained to a few who 
arc more Knowing, Learned, and of an Inquifitive Spirit 
about the rational Certainty of the Truth, and tor whom thcfe 
choice and abundant helps of this kind, which are in this 
Age, f4^em more pecuharlf direfted. It's fure, that ttit 
Chriftian Faith in the fr^timn did remarkably then fpread, 
and prevail^ bj thefe clear ETidenccs himf to the Judgment^ 
made BfftHualhthc Spirit of God, more than by extraordina- 
ry Miracles. Nor knew they otherwifc what It was to be 
ChrifiianSy but by imbracing ^he Truth with a full Affarance 
ef Vnder^andhgy no Icfs chanof Deliiht and Afft6im.^ But 
if it be objcftcd, it is not the Cafe now, where Religion is 
flanted in a KaUo% aiid hath an uncoiitrollable Fublick^ Froftf^ 
fion under the fupport of Humane Laws ; I know no admitted 
weight this can have, except that . fhould be therewith, that 
ChriAians now be Born^ and not new-created. 7. Yea is 
itnotfure, (tbo it feem Itctle underfiood,} that the /rima'* 
yy Grounds^ and Evidences of our Faith are not only as to 
their End demonftrative of the Truth, and Divinity of the 
Scripture, but are upon the Matter^ fuch Demonlirations alfo 
which mofi natively refult from the fame by infallible CoJh 
ft/jume h and are thus to be accounted not as Humane^ but/ 
i)ivine ArgmentSy given us by the Spirit of God. 8. I fliall 
but funher add, how fuch as do fcrioufly ponder things, win 
jfiud this Demonflration to be no more important than cle^r» 
that to be a Confirmed Cbrifiian^ and a Confirmtd Froti^ant 0ft 
Convertible terms s and that if thcfe that are under that De- 
plorable Bondage, and Darl^nefs of Popery were but once aiva^ r 
ktd to fee the Tr^ri^, and Cerrainty of the Chriftian Faitb,^ 
by its Intrinpct^ and Obje^ive Evidence^ and taken off thai 
bruti(h Credulity, and Depcndance on the alone Credit oC 
6theri herein, it might be faid the firongell Engine to hold n^f 
that P«)ftflion were then broke, and we ftouid fee Ac D^ ^ 
ilme^ toil Rule of Faitbuo Icoi (wibfuU^ zod firfi>irkOks Eii^Ji 
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(128) V 

dtnc't from the Scriptore, as without Blaffhtmf (h6y could 
Hot feck from the Lord to give them a fUhir Rule^ than 
what he hath there given. 

READER, 

Its like you may tbinJi firange, how thefi few Sheers inih^ 
dokfall in here^ njur the foregcttog part wasfinifhed 5 (fta th9 
they meet in one Dejignj and Intereji, yet i^(U not this then intend^ 
ed until the former was done^ and ifit might tend H6 a fiUd «/?, aful 
Fruit unto any, Ilhall.forbear a further A/ol^gy hereiH. I may trulf 
fay^ the might if the Subjed hath^ carried itfofne further length 
than was depgned^ when I jo nunM fought to kejhtrtf as I aim 
at in any thing rfthis i^ind^ that through my deflre'to avoid any 
unnectffan mkltif lying of Words, I fear le^ it mty ma^efome things 
feem a little dark, at the firft view : Tho 1 hofe^ not ufon any JiYu^ 
ous perufal of the fame. Two things I mu^ further crave have ta 
add 'j J. That when fome Sacciad View of the great Afflpances^ 
and Confirmations of our Faith is bereofferedy which thefe ofthi 
lowefi Capacity of the Church, might with that advantage imfr^be^ 
as in a few hours, iry reading it fome times wer, may be fo far im^ 
preffed on their Mind and Judgment, that tjpei could give fome clear 
and judicious account thereof $ it may be by Such but f&ioufty weigh- 
ed, and taken to Heart of what toncera theufe hererf, 2. That 1 
humbly judge alfo it were a mofifpecial S mice for the truth in this 
day, to have fome JhortDifc^ry, and remembrancer of the gr^t 
Adtsofthe Lord, «ffi Monuments oi his ProvideBce now tat'' 
der the New ttflament, in that manner held forth as might mofi 
tend to fome Uniyerfai life ofaU within the Church. 1 Confefs 
mydefire prtffed me to fomefmall Efji^ herein, with intent to have 
jmed it to this Work:, but having with much CMvUlion laid this 
whoUyafide, as to any further appearance that "way, fo is it with 
anEdrnefiDefire, that fome more qualified, mi^t^a\e^o^IAaft a^d 
under their ff^dfo great a Service both for thHf^Gener'dti^ and Pth 
fitrity. I) is fure the Lord hath depgHed his Fe^ to Betaiihi the 
greatnefs of bis Wor^s as well as theprecepts of his Ward, ami as no 
Duti is more frejjed than this under the Old Tegument, buhastofii* 
lick dnd FamUf tu^ruUion, fo are we no lefs Mfcountable in0fUili 
times for this Improvement effuch as are^\isown, fubUcky and un- 
controlable Evider^e^ and jhould be the care of each Xge to have 
that Solemn Kemembranci kept up hereof, fo ks not'a few, but the 
very Multitude within the .Church might be as a pubHcli likarf, 
ondKepofmyofthefame, 

FINIS. 
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